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Shine up your boots 
because you're 
invited to a special 
live taping of 
Smilin’ Jay's Happy 
Hour featuring the 


CORB LUND BAND. 


It all happens 
Friday, December 
19th at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Centre with 
WASHBOARD HANK 
and LANCE LOREE. 
You can win tickets 
to the show with a 
Smilin’ J's Fan Club 
Card and listening to 
CJSR, or you can 
purchase tickets at 
Freecloud,Blackbyrd, 
and Listen Records. 


Tune into CJSR on 
January 1 at 10:30 
am to hear the show 
broadcast on FM88. 


Sponsored by the Boyle Street 
Performing Arts Society, MKT 
Systems and CJSR. 
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-This-week’s Vue cover is devoted to a sequel toa 
popular film from the mid-’80s that’s turning up on 
best-of-the-year lists from coast to coast. No, not 
Love Don’t Cost a Thing, you idiots—we?*re talking 
about Denys Arcand’s The Barbarian Invasions, 
which catches up with the cast of The Decline of 
the American Empire 15 years later ¢ 40 


Let’s hear it 

for the b-boy: 
breakdancer 
James Lee Jones 
8s 


into overdrive with 
Randy Bachman e 
31 


Larry Charles 
defends the 
much-maligned 
Masked and 
Anonymous ® 39 
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Cross words for 
picket-crosser 


Your recent article by the A-Channel 
“picket-line crosser” [“The other side 
of the coin” by John Vandenbeld, 
December 4-10] trots out all the usual 
arguments made to justify betraying 
co-workers who are on legal strike. 

This individual repeats his employer's 
dubious claims that all is well inside the 
walls of the A-Channel’s strike-bound 
Edmonton studio. He attacks his col- 
leagues for making the moral case to 
advertisers that they should not do busi- 
ness with a company that treats its work- 
ers as the A-Channel presently does. His 
timing may not be coincidental—A- 
Channel lawyers are now using a very 
similar argument in letters sent to threat- 
en individuals who have urged advertisers 
to stop doing business with the station. 

The “picket-line crosser” implies that 
his colleagues who are legally on strike 


have threatened him—a laughable sug- 
gestion given the mild and law-abiding 
A-Channel picketers I've seen. Last week, 
| watched strikers’ children between the 
ages of two and 10 visiting with Santa as 
the holiday season approached. The 
strikers appear to be more the type of 
people who want to ensure the needs of 
those children are considered in their 
future employment. The company, how- 
ever, continues to spend tens of thou- 
sands of dollars on out-of-province 
security and legal bills. That is money 
that could have and should have been 
spent on avoiding or settling this strike. 

The writer appears to claim that his 
unionized co-workers wanted a strike. 
But the long time between when the 
union was certified and when the job 
action began indicate that the union’s 
goal was always a collective agreement 
and not a strike. 

The reality is that the “picket line 
crosser”’s co-workers are fighting for 
him while he has chosen to advance 
his own self-interest. Just the same, he 
will no doubt accept gains arising out 
of any future contract. 
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& THE SONS OF THE RHYTHM ORCHESTRA 


Ironically, he'll likely achieve little for 
himself by crossing his co-workers’ picket 
line. Employers who use people to help 
them get through strikes have a bad 
habit of dumping them once they've 
served their purpose. And individuals 
that aspire to “the pride” espoused by 
this writer may find that not be viewed in 
the same way by those who have 
worked to improve their conditions of 
employment by bringing a negotiated 
collective agreement to their workplace 
—DAN MACLENNAN (PRESIDENT, ALBERTA 
UNION OF PROVINCIAL EMPLOYEES) 


MLAziness 


| enjoyed your articles on the Alberta 
Legislature [“Ten days that didn’t shake 
the world” and “Pong and solitaire 
your government in action” by Shan- 
non Phillips, December 11-17]. It simply 
illustrated why people dislike politicians 
When only half the politicians show up 
for work, and while at work they play 
pong or read books or, worse yet, sleep, 


SEE PAGE 6 
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AT THE BLACK DOG - 10425.WHYTE AVE 


TICKETS $12 AVAILABLE AT: 
BDF - BLACKBYRD - FREECLOUD - LISTEN 
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West (780) 443-6700 e Thursday, December 18 — Saturday: Jom — 10pm 
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I'm dreaming of a light Christmas 


Tim Fitzpatrick’s ice 
lanterns are one of 
many earth-friendly 
Xmas inventions 


By BRENDAN PROCE 


© easy. It’s the clear guys.” 

There’s a small heap of broken 
ice chunks on the lawn. Mostly 
clear. As with any homemade public 
exhibit, there’s the problem of van- 
dals too, but they’ve kept a low pro- 
file this winter. The cement walkway 
that cuts through the backyard and 
winds around the front of the house 
is lined with dozens of Tim Fitz- 
patrick’s ice lanterns, an Edmonton 
tradition now in its third season. 

Fitzpatrick speaks in a soft, artic- 
ulate manner. He works around the 
house so that his wife can pursue 
her career and has held a plethora of 
jobs, including teacher’s aide and 
lunchroom supervisor. He once went 
to Carleton and studied journalism; 
now he produces a community 
newsletter. These days, however, the 
ice lanterns are his work. 

Those lanterns are mostly-hollow 
cylinders, the result of water partly- 
frozen in plastic pails ranging in size 
from four-litre jugs to trashcans. 
When pressure from the freezing 
water pushes out the bottoms of the 


“T: cloudy guys don’t shatter 
s 


containers, Fitzpatrick flips them 
over in a sink or a tub and lets the 
icy cylinder fall out. Then he gently 
taps out the bottom of the thing and 
the result is an ice container, hollow 
in the middle with a solid bottom. 
Fitzpatrick got the idea from his 
father, although the idea isn’t new. 
Ice lanterns have been used for ice 
fishing at night, to allay the spirits 
that some believe float around the 
first full moon of the lunar new year, 
and as a way of celebrating winter 
solstice, to lure the sun (and its 
warmth) back to the earth. 
Fitzpatrick’s work lines front 
yards along 107 and 108 Streets and 
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73 Ave. At night, he places small 
tealights in the lanterns, which rest 
on pieces of insulating cardboard. 
The result is a beautiful, simple, nat- 
ural light that softly illuminates the 
neighbourhood. 


“TIM FITZPATRICK,” Deborah Robb 
says immediately, when I ask the 
manager of Earth’s General Store on 
Whyte Avenue about the ice 
lanterns on the sidewalk outside, 
mentioning that I’d just spoken to 
someone about them. “He’s a friend 
of the store.” EGS is appreciative of 
any earth-conscious product to 
begin with, and Fitzpatrick’s lanterns 


create a nicer effect than many of 
the gaudy, power-hungry arrange- 
ments that line the streets of subur- 
bia. Not that there’s anything wrong 
with Christmas lights. They just 
have to be the right ones. 

“LED lights are at the top of the 
list this season,” Robb says. “They’re 
a great trade-off because any change 
for the better is a transitional 
process.” The LED lights, strung on 
wire and just as colourful as tradi- 
tional Christmas lights, use 80 to 90 
per cent less power than their hun- 
grier counterparts. And really, there’s 
nothing to lose except some bucks 
off your power bill. 

“People often get stuck thinking 
‘all or nothing,’” Robb says. “‘I 
won't pay attention to [earth-friend- 
ly Christmas alternatives] because I 
can’t do it all.’ So we really feel 
strongly about encouraging people 
to take one step at a time. With the 
LED lights, you don’t have to give 
up your tradition.” 

The LED lights are very popular 
this season. Robb excuses herself for a 
moment while a customer, as if on 
cue, queries about the store’s ever- 
dwindling supply. There’s a recent 
Edmonton Journal article about the 
lights tacked to the bulletin board 
outside the store and apparently 
some of the larger retailers have got- 
ten onto the lights as well. “We’re not 
going to serve everyone in Edmonton 
who wants the LED lights,” says 


Robb. “We're focused on con- 
sumer education. So we're not 
disappointed that this year 
they're available at the big 
box stores too.” 

Not into Christmas lights? 
There are all kinds of earth- — 
friendly Christmas gift ideas 
available, Robb points out, 
from fair-trade coffee and 
chocolate to solar-powered, 
wind-up radios and solar-pow- 
ered battery chargers. And if, 
like me, your father likes to 
mow his lawn 18 or 19 times a 
week, there's a perfect present 
for him too. “Most people 
have no idea how polluting 
the engines are that are used 
in lawnmowers,” Robb says. 
“Just mowing your lawn, you 
create more harmful exhaust ™ 
than driving to Calgary and back. It’s 
that bad. They’re just terrible. Just 
awful.” The push mower on display at 
EGS is remarkably easy to move 
around and is painted a sexy green. 


IT’S COLDER NOW as Fitzpatrick 
makes his early-evening rounds. He's 
got a glove on one hand and keeps 
the other warm by hovering it in the 
huge plastic bucket that holds the lit 
tealights. His movements are precise. 
He walks up and down the walkways 
of 73 Avenue, bending the same way 
over each lantern, as carefully as a 
nurse might check on her patients. 


fos 


I’m standing a few feet away, try- 
ing to coerce my camera into work- 
ing while the effect grows in front of 
me. I’ve got a pretty good view of 
the street and every time I look up 
Fitzpatrick has lit another lantern or 
two. He’s creating a warm channel 
down the avenue, these soft beacons 
that seem to signal “holiday spirit” 
more than any last-minute mall 
effort ever will. It’s the kind of effect 
that makes you happy that there are 
people like Fitzpatrick around. 

“There's a lot of pressure to do it 
now,” he says. “It’s a great way to 
meet your neighbours too.” © 
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Haiku Horoscope 


0 Eilon steams a 


ARIES 
(Mar 21-Apr 19) 

Meow meow meow meo 
Damn commercial will drive me 
To a life of crime 


SCORPIO 
(Oct 23-Nov 21) 

Scented candles will 
_ Add some more romance to your 
__ Arson offences 


(May 21-june 20) 
Don’t get mad, get a iT: ostop 
Mad warlord to execute And smell the roses that | 


Your sworn enemies 


CANCER 
Gune 21-July 22) (Dec 22-Jan 19) 

You've got to fight for | doubt random acts 
Your right to party and to Of Satan are covered by 
Rip off song lyrics Your insurance plan 


LEO 
(July 23-Aug 22) 

A five-dollar whore | 

Is a good deal no matter Learn that electroshocks are 
How you look at it Applied to your head 


VIRGO PISCES 
(Aug 23-Sept 22) (Feb 19-Mar 20) 

Whoever laughs last You fed the ducks when 
Laughs best, and also wins the The sign said not to, and now 
Laughing marathon You have doomed us all 
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by Jonathan Ball, Registered Fraud, www-.jonathanball.com 


Your Vue reflection). —DANIEL CLARK (VIA E-MAIL) 
Continued from page 2 — —— Hey, Lovis. What 
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are you drawing ? 
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it really makes me wish | had the ability Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, or What / 
to replace everyone in office with some- both positive and negative. Send your 
one who enjoyed their job. | think it opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303- 
would be a wonderful thing to contin- 108 Street, Edmonton, AB, TS) 1L7), by 
ue watching the MLAs during the fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 
debates and keep a record of their (letters@vue.ab.ca). Preference is given 
activities. Once a month you could __ to feedback about articles in Vue Weekly; 
tally up the scores and rank the MLAs we reserve the right to edit letters for 
on a scale of the least active in govern- length and clarity. Please include a 
ment policy (or most active in personal daytime telephone number. 
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James Lee Jones 
has moves that will 
make your head 
spin—and his as well 


By MELANIE MAH 


weekday night, James Lee Jones 
announces his intention to skip 
practice. Stretched out on a pile of 
blue gym mats amidst balancing acts, 
power moves, flailing limbs and awe- 
inspiring stunts that are much more 
common in New York and Los Ange- 
les, the comically garrulous Jones 
complains of sore muscles before 
offering advice to the more active 
bodies on the dance floor. Yet if 
everything I’ve heard about the 18- 
year-old, Grade 12 student at Edmon- 
ton’s Centre High is true, his advice 
deserves serious consideration 
Tuesday tournament victories 


[: a north-end dance studio on a fall 


‘ 


make for Wednesday rest days. For 
Jones, nights like tonight are well- 
deserved breaks in the arduous daily 
practice regime of uprocks, six-steps, 
freezes and windmills that forms an 
integral part of every serious b-boy's 
life. Resting helps guard against 
muscle strain and is a key to main- 
taining prize-winning form. And 
Jones has won a lot of prizes. 

JJ has harboured a passion for b- 
boying—breakdancing, he notes, is 
an erroneous term 
invented by the 
press and used by 
the non-breaking 
public—for more than a third of his 
life. Representing from the Spare 
Partz Crew, arguably the city’s top b- 
boy collective, his love affair with 
breaking started where so many other 
passions have: with the desire to 
attract girls. Other than a couple of 
years in the town of High Level, he’s 
lived in four different north Edmon- 
ton neighbourhoods all his life, but 
the time he spent as a child in a now 
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defunct west-end sober bar called the 
Dogstar proved to be the b-boy cata- 
lyst. “I used to go all the time,” he 
says, “and people would be breaking 
on the floor. I’d see guys busting up 
moves and crazy aerial tricks. The 
girls would be going crazy.” He mim- 
ics a womanish squeal. “And I said, 
‘Man, I wanna do that!’” 

Seven years later, Jones has com- 
peted throughout Canada, at a pro- 
am event in Miami in 2000 and a 
freestyle session in 
L.A. last year. He’s 
also judged locals 
battles to which 
he’s been barred entry—“because | 
won the last one,” he explains, “and 
the 10 before that.” 


FORGET ALL THE modern-day refer- 
ences to bling-bling and hos. The b- 
boy, along with the MC, the Dj and 
the graffiti artist, is one of the four 
original elements of hip-hop. Born 
out of the fancy footwork of the 
godfather of soul James Brown— 
especially Brown’s dancing during 
the live performances of his 1969 hit 
“Get on the Good Foot”—b-boying 
developed, and is said to have been 
first performed, at the infamous 
South Bronx block parties of DJ Kool 
Herc, known by many as the godfa- 
ther of hip-hop. It was Kool Herc 
who coined the term b-boy in refer- 
ence to those who danced most 
audaciously to his turntable perfor- 
mances: Bronx-boys, beat-boys, boo- 
gie-boys, boioing-boys and 
break-boys who put their hands and 
backs to the floor in fervent emula- 
tion of their man Brown. 

Between breaking’s birth in the 
late ‘60s and its first demise in the 
early ’80s, a number of significant 
events took place. But before the 
appropriation of breaking by com- 
mercials, music videos and pap ’80s 
film hits like Flashdance, before 
Michael Jackson stole the moonwalk 
from the streets of New York and 
claimed it as his own invention, and 
before popping and locking explod- 
ed in the mainstream and died of 
overexposure, b-boying was the 
trademark activity of ’70s South 


~ 
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Bronx gangs. On the streets, break- 
ing was a tool of intimidation that 
preceded physical violence; it was a 
dance style characterized by aggres- 
sive attitudes and moves derived 
from Asian combat styles, American 
streetfighting and the Brazilian, 
street-based martial art capoeira. 

Feeding aggression and express- 
ing the frustrations of an economi- 
cally, politically, socially and racially 
marginalized existence, breaking 
began, and has largely stayed, in the 
ghetto. In Edmonton, where the 
majority of breakers are aboriginal 
(or Métis) and poor, rage among 
dancers persists but the violence 
does not. (Jones, by the way, is half- 
Cree and half-Ukrainian.) The cardi- 
nal rule of modern b-boying is “no 
touching” and the view of dancing 
itself as a viable alternative to the 
“nasty, brutish and short” nature of 
street life is a tract to be underlined 
in the yet-to-be-written James Jones 
Manifesto. “What am I gonna do?” 
he asks rhetorically. “Am I gonna 
practice for the competition or am I 
gonna go mess up some guys with 
my friends? I chose breaking.” 

The beauty of breaking is its 
accessibility for both performers and 
spectators. Edmonton’s scene is rela- 
tively small, with Jones estimating 
that there are a total of 100 to 200 
breakers in this city. Nonetheless, 
local competitions attract men and 
women (the latter, albeit, in small 
numbers); people of aboriginal, 
Métis, African, European and other 
ethnic origins; a plethora of cheer- 
leaders, ex-gymnasts and classically- 
trained dancers; and members of 
various socio-economic classes. The 
essence of breaking’s inclusive nature 
is both its predilection of style and 
substance over flash and its simplici- 
ty. A b-boy performance requires 
none of the brushes, papers or lenses 
of other artforms. All that's needed is 
an able body, a flat surface and music 
with a beat you can dance to. It’s for 
this reason that breaking can (and 
does) happen almost anywhere: in 
seedy downtown nightclubs, in city 


SEE PAGE 11 
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Sherwood Park gets 
Tempest-tossed 


SHERWOOD PARK—As if living east 
(and downwind) from the largest refin- 
ery row in North America weren’t bad 
enough for my beloved hometown 
Sherwood Parkians, now the population 
with one of the highest “unexplained” 
rates of asthma in the province will be 
flanked to the east with at least one 
natural gas installation, currently being 
built near Ardrossan. 

Way back in November of 2002, the 
Alberta Energy and Utility Board began 
entertaining offers from various compa- 
nies interested in tapping into the sweet 
gas resources that apparently pepper the 
outskirts of Sherwood Park, in the 
Ardrossan and Cooking Lake areas. While 
the resultant community uproar led the 
board to reject well proposals from two 
of the interested parties, Manhattan 
Resources and Coastal Energy, it was 
announced on November 25 that two 
gas wells were approved for the Calgary- 
based Tempest Energy Corporation. 

As such, more than 200 residents 
and municipal politicians assembled 
this week to appeal the EUB decision, 
expressing concerns that the project 
will put their health at risk, irreparably 
contaminate the water table and 
threaten what is Canada’s second- 
largest migratory bird route. But unfor- 
tunately, according to a CBC report 
earlier this week, the appeal may be 
meaningless: Tempest has already fin- 
ished drilling the Ardrossan well and 
will be testing it later this week. 

The provincial board, meanwhile, 
doesn’t know what all the fuss is about. 
According to a CBC interview with 
Energy and Utilities Board spokesman 
Bob Curran, the board reviewed Tem- 
pest’s application and the letters of 
opposition and found no scientific 
grounds for concern. “Sheer numbers 
aren’t enough for our process, even if 
there had been 1,000 or 10,000 objec- 
tions,” Curran said, adding that the 
EUB has asked Tempest to test area 
groundwater and limit gas emissions. 

The whole experience has left 
more than a few Parkians with a bitter 
taste in their mouths. “Concerns, 
objections were given to the EUB and 
the company,” Oscar Steiner, a bee 
farmer in the area, told the CBC. 
“They went through the motions. 
They submitted an application and a 
license came out of the EUB rubber 
stamp company. It just shows me that 
the process is biased and unfair and 
doesn’t take into consideration 
landowners’ rights.” —Curis BOUTET 


ARTS 


Martin undertakes 
‘massive arts funding cuts 


-EDMONTON—In his first week as 
Canada’s prime minister, Paul Martin 
\ announced a $40 million program cut 


that will have scores of arts and com- 


munity groups scrambling—including 
the organizers of many high-profile 
events in Edmonton. 

The Prime Minister’s Office 
announced last week that the govern- 
ment’s Sponsorship Fund would be 
eliminated. The fund provided money 
for arts, community and sports organi- 
zations across the country in exchange 
for advertising space. Government of 
Canada logos found in the Fringe Festi- 
val program and on the back of Edmon- 
ton Eskimos’ helmets were examples of 
these agreements in action. 

Many Edmonton groups will be 
affected by the cuts. In 2003, the 
Edmonton Eskimos received a $700,000 
share of the government's deal with the 
CFL; the Fringe Festival received 
$40,000; the Edmonton Folk Music Fes- 
tival received $35,000; the Edmonton 
International Street Performers Festival 
received $12,500; the Global Visions 
Film Festival, NeXtFest and the North 
Country Fair in Joussard each received 
$5,000; and the Edmonton stop on the 
World Cup triathlon circuit got $75,000. 

All of these organizations will have to 
search for replacement funds once the 
current agreements run their course. The 
Sponsorship Program had come under 
fire from critics who said that it had 
become a bastion of Liberal patronage. 
There have been accusations that the 
Liberals were favouring cultural organiza- 
tions that were on-side with the party 
and also overfunding organizations in 
areas that traditionally voted Liberal 
while shunning regions (like Alberta) that 
historically didn’t vote for the Grits. 

But Martin didn’t stop with the 
Sponsorship Program. The PMO 
announced that it would also be dis- 
banding Communication Canada, the 
organization which administers the offi- 
cial government website (canada.gc.ca) 
and the feds’ toll-free info line (1-800- 
O-CANADA). While the PMO pledged 
that these communications services 
would not be eliminated, it did warn 
that they were all subject to review. 

There is no small irony in the fact 


that Vue used the official list of spon- 
sored programs on canada.gc.ca to 
research the money figures that were 
granted to Edmonton area festivals in 
2003. —STEVEN SANDOR 


POLITICS 


Electoral changes afoot in 
NWT and Nunavut 


YELLOWKNIFE—No matter how much 
you may or may not like your provin- 
cial premier, at least you know that 
someone out there voted for him. This, 
however, is more than the people of 
the Northwest Territories can say about 
their leader—they don’t get to vote for 
their premier at all, something that the 
current legislature hopes to change. 

Yep, | didn’t know that either, but 
apparently under the current system in 
the NWT and Nunavut, the population 
gets to elect their MLAs, who then 
select the premier and cabinet them- 
selves after each general election. That 
executive council in turn introduces 
legislation, which is debated in the 
legislature until consensus is reached. 
It's a political process that is long-root- 
ed in traditional aboriginal life, but it’s 
also one that more and more people 
are beginning to call into question. 

NWT premier Joe Handley, who 
was acclaimed last Wednesday, is obvi- 
ously a staunch supporter of the cur- 
rent system, telling the Canadian Press 
last week that it reflects the traditional 
aboriginal council system, in which 
decisions are made only after everyone 
in attendance has had their say and 
agreed upon a course of action. 
Changing the system now, he said, 
would upset the balance of power and 
be an affront to tradition. 

But many of the territory's 19 MLAs 
are becoming concerned that voters 
are being cut out of the process of 
debating the overall direction of a gov- 
ernment. “No one could say exactly 
what the government’s agenda could 
be,” Yellowknife MLA Sandy Lee told 
CP. “We have to find a mechanism for 


the leaders to express that and for the 
public to have some sort of input.” 

In response to the rumblings, Hand- 
ley stated in his first speech to the legisla- 
ture that a committee may be struck next 
year to consider the merits of a direct 
voting system by an electoral boundaries 
commission. “There’s a time and a place 
to have a debate on the merits of our 
type of government,” Handley told his 
colleagues. But for the time being, he 
added, “we need to make consensus 
government work. We don’t have to fol- 
low southern models.” —Curis BOUTET 


Canada to address 
insecurity issues 


OTTAWA—In an effort to improve 
embattled relations with the United 
States, Prime Minister Paul Martin has 
created an Office of Critical infrastruc- 
ture Protection and Emergency Pre- 
paredness, a new national security 
ministry that will be headed by new 
Deputy Prime Minister Anne McLellan. 

The Liberals believe that the new 
department should help improve sour 
relations with the U.S. government. 
The department will move to enhance 
border security, “streamline” the 
refugee system and immigration 
precess and work more closely with 
the RCMP in order to determine 
national security threats. 

The U.S. has long urged Canada to 
increase its military spending and these 
moves are a signal to Washington, 
coming just days after the Bush gov- 
ernment announced that companies 
based in Canada and other nations 
that did not ally themselves with the 
U.S. in the war in Iraq would not be 
allowed to bid on reconstruction con- 
tracts there. That decision has already 
elicited angry responses from the 
French and German governments and 
Canadian diplomats have tried to point 
out to Washington that the presence of 
Canadian troops in Afghanistan eased 
pressure on the Americans so they 
could focus more of their attention on 
Iraq. —STEVEN SANDOR 


VUe 
point 


By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


Worm wishes for the 
holidays 


Forget Christmas cards—it costs too 
much to buy and mail them, not to 
mention all that wasted paper and 
those numbing platitudes. I’ve found 
an innovative new way to reconnect 
with old acquaintances this holiday 
season. I’m giving them a gift that 
keeps on giving: a computer virus. 

Last week, a worm in my system 
mailed an old e-mail from my “sent 
items” folder to all of the 300 or so 
addresses in my address book. Not just 
any old e-mail, either—it’s pretty 
much the only volatile message I’ve 
ever sent anybody. | stand by what | 
wrote in that note; it just wasn’t meant 
for the public. Naturally, the replies 
started flooding back instantly, many 
from people | haven’t even thought 
about for months or years. Most of 
them rightly assumed the message 
was some type of mistake—and 
promised me they didn’t read it—but 
since they were writing, they wanted 
to know how the hell | was, anyway. 

The first response alerting me to 
this mess came all the way from a 
Vue contributor living in Manches- 
ter, England. Thanks, Stefan—your 
cheque is in the mail. Then | got a 
note from a long-lost, business- 
minded, former roommate now liv- 
ing on Vancouver Island: George 
assured me that his firewall was 20 
feet thick, then told me he’d just 
received a patent for his ground- 
breaking new environmental 
cleanup technology and asked if | 
could help him drum up some press 
coverage. The third response came 
from a journalism school buddy 
back east. He wrote just one word: 
“JERK!” (twas a term of endearment 
back then. It still is. | think. 

That was only the beginning. | 
felt very popular all of a sudden. 
Replies came from my former boss in 
New Brunswick (yep, those were 
good times, Jim), from a friend in Tai- 
wan (congrats on the new gig), from 
my father-in-law (1 will bring my 
work clothes next time we visit). 
Thankfully that new Vue freelancer in 
Kenya wasn’t in my address book; | 
don’t know what he’d make of this. 
A typical response? “Wow, like, wow 
man. Haven't seen or heard from 
you in ages. Other than the obvious: 
computer problems, how the hell are 
you guys?” An atypical response? — 

communications 


a 


my misdirected 
“remarkably similar” 
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| At $99.99, this camera phone 
deal leaves the others behind. 
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camera phone camera phone 


30 days free 
picture messaging 


6 months of unlimited 
local calling in Canadat 


| S30, PLUS add a HP photo printer for 


| $34.99° 


with any carnera phone purchase 
(retell price $199.99) 


fen Se TEL “ _ 


To find out about other great gift ideas, drop by your TELUS Mobility store, authorized dealer or retailer, or visit telusmobility.com 


the future is friendly 


TELUS MOBILITY 
AUTHORIZED DEALERS 


EDMONTON 
Abbotsfield Mall 
Bonnie Doon 
Capilano Mall 
Edmonton City Centre 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Millwoods Towne Centre 
Northgate Mall 
Southgate Mail 
West Edmonton Malt 
Westmount Mail 
Downtown 
Alberta Mobility 
9915 ~ 10BA Ave. 
Altin Computers 
10025 Jasper Ave., #36 
Connect 
TELUS Plaza North 
10025 Jasper Ave. 
Save On Telecom 
10528 ~ 102 St. 
WESTEND 
Communications Group 
10620 - 178 St, 
Johnson Cellular 
10429 - 178th St., #100 
Save On Telecom 
17543 — 100th Ave. 
TAC Mobility 
9935 - 170 St. 
Wireless Technology 
10203 ~ 178th St. 
NORTH 
Communications Group 
13040 - 50 St. 
Custom Cellular 
Skyview Power Centre 
13322 ~ 137 Ave. North West 
Edmonton Cellular 
14903 — 118 Ave, 
Edmonton Wireless 
10235 - 124th St., #101 
Save On Telecom 
11160 - 149 St. 
Westcan Cellular 
12604 ~ 126 St. 
Wesican Wireless 
12618 - 124 St. 


SOUTH 


Alberta Mike: 
3424 - 99th St. 


Aita-Comm Wireless 
8710 -~ Sist Ave. 
Communications Group 
5926 - 99 St. 
Communications Group 
3739 - 99 St. 
Edmonton Cellular 
10309 — 34 Ave, 
Mohilcom Wireless 
6111-91St 

TAC Motility 

4515 Gateway Blvd. 
Wireless City 

6912 - 104 St. 

Xceil Communications 
9703 41 Ave., #48 
Fort Saskatchewan 
Associated Telecom 
9914-193 St. 
Cambridge Electronics 
10420 — 98 Ave., #350 
Leduc 
Communications 2000 
5904 - 50 St., #6B 
Gompiste Communications 
5205 - 50 Ave. 

Leduc Communications Inc. 
6109 - 45 St, #7 
Sherwood Park 
Bernie's Cellular 

973 Ordze Rd. 
Complete Comrnunications 
2020 Sherwood Dr., #9 
Spruce Grove 
Maximum Mobility 

131 First Ave., #108. 
Spruce Grove Sound 
116 Westland Market Mall 
St. Albert 

G Call C 3 
20A Muir Dr. 

11 Perron St. 

Save On Telecom 

229 St. Albert Centre 
Stony Plain 

Pe so 
5101 - 48th St, #107 


Phones not available in aif locations. Prices indicated aro far new activations only. Picture Messaging is only available in our 1X digital coverage area. For more details and to see 2 coverage map visit telusmobility.com. Offer valid until Docember 31, 2003. "Phone prices based on a 3 year contract and $50 mail-in-rebate. +Signa2 your 
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OF while quantities last. Some participating dealers and retailers may sell this printer for more. Only available at TELUS Mobility stores, participating dealer locations and participating retailers. USB cable not included. See in store for details, Visit telusmobility.com/whatsnew for more information. ©2003 TELE-MOBILE COMPANY, 
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Breakdancing 


Continued from page & 


parks, in an undisclosed practice 
space on the U of A campus and on 
your living room floor. Breaking’s 
accessibility to the spectator is also 
manifold—it’s equal parts artistic per- 
formance, sports contest, television 
drama and music video. 


IN ORDER TO COMPETE in the west- 
end Velvet Lounge’s inaugural b-boy 
battle in early November, you had to 
sign a waiver limiting the club’s med- 
ical and legal liability. The poster at 
the door advertises an “All Styles Free- 
Form Dance Competition,” but 
inside, everyone is warming up b-boy 
style, floundering in practice what 
would normally be carried through in 
competition. Some fall prematurely 
from clumsy handstalls or stop, unin- 
spired, in the middle of their down- 
rock, but from time to time someone 
dances with feet moving faster than 
my eyes can follow and someone 
pounds the floor with pressure that 
makes my joints hurt from watching. 
The crowd is thin tonight and, 
although b-boys make up nearly half 
the 25 attendees, I’m disappointed 
by the lack of dancers. Breaking is a 
low-money sport, so tonight’s $1,000 
in prize money should have served 
as sufficient enticement. B-boy Buck 
explains that most of the b-boys in 
this city live in the north end and 
that this battle in the west end is 
both too late and too far out of the 
way for most to find a way home. 
Wondering whether Jones will 


HO! 


even show up tonight, I chat with 
Luna Cee, the only b-girl I’ve seen at 
the handful of practices and perfor- 
mances I’ve attended. She represents 
Rockin’ and Poppin’, a two-member 
crew, but her partner in crime can’t 
show up tonight because she’s 
underage. With only three months 
of b-girling under her belt, Luna con- 
cedes that she has little chance of 
winning the pot but has other goals 
in mind. “I need the 
battle experience,” 
she says. Rarely far 
from Luna Cee is 
Matthew, the crew’s 
primary trainer and 
one-eighth of Jones’s 
Spare Partz Crew. A b- 
boy for two years, 
Matthew is memo- 
table for his power 
moves, his stage pres- 
ence and his down- 
to-earth demeanour. 

“Man, the guy has 
broke the pen!” says 
Capital O, co-propri- 
etor of the Velvet 
Lounge and its resi- 
dent DJ. I turn my 
head and see Jones at 
the head of a lineup of b-boys wait- 
ing to sign the waiver. He shrugs his 
shoulders. The battle starts a few 
minutes later. 


FROM WHAT I'VE SEEN, most battles 
go something like this. Two breakers 
are chosen at random. They stand fac- 
ing each other on opposite sides of a 
wide circle of spectators and dancers. 
They dance one after another for a 


predetermined period of time and 
number of rounds. When each b-boy 
has finished his routine, a winner is 
chosen by a single judge, a panel of 
judges or the audience, and that win- 
ner advances to the next round. 
Matthew and Chinook take to the 
floor first. “You get 90 seconds,” Capi- 


tal O says from an elevated D] booth 
on one side of the circle. Behind him, 
amateur footage from a DJing compe- 


tition is being shown. After three 
minutes of attitude and wicked dance 
moves, the crowd roars and Matthew 
advances. The next contestants, Dan 
C and Luna Cee, are announced. 
“Sick match-up!” one b-boy shouts. 
Despite a superior uprock, an in-your- 
face attitude and her execution of a 
power move, Luna Cee is defeated 
Jones goes next, holding his foot 
and thrashing on the floor like a fish 


0! HO! 


This year, give a gift 
to future generations. 


Start conserving today so we can all have water 
for today, for tomorrow, for life. 


“water for life. 


it’s in our hands. 


GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA 


For more information on Alberta’s water strategy, visit www.waterforlife.gov.ab.ca, 
or call 780.427.6310 (toll-free by first dialing 310.0000) 


out of water. It seems like an odd 
move, but I know he hasn’t warmed 
up yet and I want to see what he can 
pull out in later rounds, so I cheer. 
Jones advances. Next up are Flex and 
Shane. Someone yells, “I got money 
on you!” When Shane loses, he 
scrunches up his face and throws his 
toque to the ground in hilarious 
mock-defeat. Go Hard, a jazz choreo- 
grapher-cum-b-boy, goes up against 
Swerve; the former 
pulls a series of dyna- 
mite moves and finish- 
es by twisting his body 
from the floor to the 
air (seemingly without 
hands), rotating on his 
head and fluidly land- 
ing with his back on 
the ground and his 
arms crossed over his 
chest like a dead man. 
He wins. 

Five contenders 
are left to battle in the 
second round. Because 
battling doesn’t work 
with odd numbers, a 
wild card is chosen. 
Shane bounds back on 
stage and cries, “Yay! 
I’m still in!” He exchanges his cap 
for a toque and loses again, this time 
to Go Hard. Flex and Dan C are 
respectively eliminated by the lightly 
moving, serious-faced Matthew and 
the crowd favourite, Jones. 

A three-man battle decides who 
gets the money and who gets noth- 
ing, and Go Hard comes out blazing 
with an impressive 90-second routine 
filled with a fast, authoritative succes- 


°° 


tgs 


sion of clean moves. He executes 
some difficult freezes, a headspin and 
a distinctive toprock influenced by 
jazz dancing. Matthew looks upon the 
scene with the sober wisdom of a sage 
and begins a routine of windmills, 
spins and other crowd-pleasing power 
moves, using the sheer force of his 
own will to keep up with Go Hard 


LIKE A HEADLINING ACT, James Jones 
comes up last, pulling a series of tight 
combinations that can be heard in the 
crowd. Despite his heavy weight, his 
moves seem effortless and I’m caught 
by the amnesia that sometimes accom- 
panies great spectacle. If my pieced- 
together memories are correct, it was a 
made-for-TV move in which Jones 
bounces off a wall into a backflip, goes 
from a backflip to a handstand and 
reaches his legs backwards in a move 
that makes a long horizontal arch of 
his back and leaves three feet between 
his feet and the floor. It is a showstop- 
per. Jones takes home the one grand. 

Then, as soon as it began, the bat- 
tle ends. The crowd dissolves and I 
wonder how Jones will use his 
money. I suggest the typical victor’s 
destination of Disneyland or a mink 
coat for his girlfriend. He tells me that 
the money will be spent on a meal or 
two and I remember that there are 
basic needs such as tuition for that 
business or education degree he wants 
to earn. It’s at this point that I envi- 
sion Jones tomorrow, neither plan- 
ning exotic holidays nor buying 
lavish gifts, but sitting on a throne of 
mats and reigning like a prince over 
the impoverished kingdom of that 
north-end dance studio. © 
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DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 
If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
Classifieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how long it takes. 


{some conditions apply} 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 


A casual dress boot? 
A dressy casual boot? 
You decide. 
Blundstone Chisel Toe. 
Cuts it either wa 


The Chisel Toe 
Available in Brown 
and Black 


Australian Since 1870. 


Gravity Pope - 10442 - 82nd Avenue - 780-439-1637 


In the presence of the Divine 


Divine’s new sister 
store, Decadence, 
fills the vintage 
clothing gap 


By JULIANN WILDING 


wanted people to know that 
something was coming,” 
Dave Lillico of Divine tells me over a 
steamy bowl of udon, “so we left a 
7,500-watt strobe light running in 
the empty space and papered the 
windows with old Vice mags. That 
way, even at night when people are 
out on [Whyte Avenue], they would 
see something was going on and be 
curious before we’d even opened.” 
This blatant yet enigmatic 
approach to marketing isn’t the only 
way that the street-savvy crew at 
Divine has set about attracting 
bands of stylish youth. It’s their will- 
ingness not only to give people what 
they want, but to provide it in over- 
whelming abundance. You couldn't 
ask for a more appropriate name for 
Divine’s new shop—neither could 
you miss the string of lights that line 
the sign gushing Decadence atop 
the space next door to True North 
Hemp (10760-82 Ave). In the tradi- 
tion of Vancouver's True Value Vin- 
tage or Temple of the Modern Girl, 
Decadence focuses on hand-picked 


“Be we opened the shop, we 


vintage specialty clothing, reworked 
vintage accessories and premium 
collector pieces. Unlike those popu- 
lar West Coast shops, Decadence will 
also offer new footwear from Con- 
verse and Pro-Keds, as well as the 
body-piercing and tattoo accouter- 
ments already familiar to customers 
of Divine’s flagship store. 

“I knew for a while that we want- 
ed to open up a shop with this kind 
of direction,” Lillico says, “but it 
happened really fast. I was driving 
by one day in mid-November and 


EISTYLE 


saw the space for lease, and three 
weeks later we’re open for business. 
The location is perfect: this end of 
Whyte Avenue needs a shop of this 
nature, something specializing in 
only vintage.” 

Divine Decadence, as old-school- 
ers will remember, was the name the 
stores used to operate under when 
they first appeared; the second half 
was later dropped from common 
parlance (people tend to favour two- 
syllable names, I suppose) but not 
forgotten. Giving their sister store a 
name that already exists in most 
shoppers’ subconscious was another 
good move: you can’t help but make 
the connection. “This way,” Lillico 
says, “if you can’t find a T-shirt you 
like at Divine, you can come a cou- 


ple blocks down the street and sud- 
denly choose from another 400 T- 
shirts at Decadence.” 


THE STOCK AT THE STORE is a little 
piece of shopping heaven—more 
than 5,000 pieces of one-of-a-kind 
vintage fashion—and it couldn’t have 
come at a better time. The popularity 
of vintage shopping is growing out of 
control, as more people have realized 
that clothing that looks old is way 
cooler than clothing that looks new. 
Given the fact that those same people 
rarely have the hours to invest in 
hunting through piles of clothes at 
thrift stores to find that one unique, 
inexpensive piece and you've got a 
market niche that vintage specialty 
stores like Decadence are eager to fill. 
The team at Decadence pick through 
tonnes of clothing week after week to 
select pieces with the cut, the fabric 
and the colours that you would pick 
were you there yourself. 

“You've got to pay attention to 
your market,” Lillico says, “because 
what people are looking for as far as 
vintage goes changes a little all the 
time. Stuff that wasn’t cool two years 
ago is suddenly what everyone wants, 
and we've got to stay on top of that. 
With this new shop, we're just giving 
an eager market even more of what it 
wants. The nice thing about vintage 
is that treasures always surface. 
There’s always a chance to find that 
two-dollar cashmere sweater.” © 
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CHAPTER TWO 


Give a loved one to 


a loved one. 


There are few gestures that are more meaningful than 


giving a book as a gift. These timeless classics never 


seem to lose their relevance and manage to touch our 


souls again and again. Don’t forget your inscription. 
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infinite 
lives 


By DARREN ZENKO 


Killography lessons 


“Social control for the protection of chil- 
dren has nothing to do with censorship 
for adults, Children have the right to 
grow up healthy and uncorrupted. The 
battle for civil liberties should not be 
fought on the backs of children. Those 
who fight for freedom of expression 
would be in a stronger position if they 
conceded that outspoken sadism should 
be withheld from children.” —Dr. Fredric 
Wertham, A Sign for Cain 


Maybe I’m a Chicken Little, maybe I’m 
on par with the dudes who four years 
ago said things like “Go ahead and 
scoff at the Y2K Bug, you ostrich-head- 
ed Pollyannas! In six months I'll be buy- 
ing your daughters with canned peas 
and camp fuel,” but I can’t shake the 
feeling that videogame violence—along 
with all other “mature” themes—is fast 
approaching some kind of Zero Hour. 
Just a vague apocalyptic sense, but the 
signs and portents certainly look black. 
The First Horseman is the National 
Institute on Media and the Family. 
Thanks to the laziness-abetting power of 
press releases, the watchdog group 
(mediafamily.org) has had some success 
in getting their new buzzword, “killo- 
graphic,” into circulation. This hot new 
term, which is supposed to cause 
mommy-hearts to flutter by evoking 
pornography (despite actually kind of 
sounding like a marketing catchphrase), 
was deployed in the group’s 8th Annual 
Video Game Report Card to describe, 
specifically, the relentlessly grim and 
bloody Manhunt, new from Rockstar 
Games, developers of that other family 
fun favourite, Grand Theft Auto. It’s a 
propaganda tactic to wake parents up to 
the realities of violence in videogames. 
That information crusade is an 
objective | can get behind, because | 
basically agree with the gist of NIMF’s 
message: that kids are fat, mean-spirited 
slugs; that parents are lazy, out of touch 
and desperately wishing for Somebody 
to Do Something so they don’t have to; 
that the Industry only cares about mak- 
ing money. NIMF even likes the 
videogame ratings system the industry- 
established Entertainment Software Rat- 
ing Board uses and constantly 
Ppromotes—the Suits are desperate to 
ensure no one unwittingly purchases a 
game filled with blood and swears— 
although they do wish it was more 
rigourously applied. That’s a problem. 
The ESRB ratings scheme has a 
radioactive blue rating, designated AO 
for “adults only,” the games equivalent 
of NC-17 or even X, but AO games are 
rare as roller rinks. The reason being, 
the megaretailers who trade on a “fami- 
ly values” image—i.e., Wal-Mart—won't 
carry AO games. If the ultragraphic 
games cuftently crowding into the 
extreme edge of category “M for 
Mature” isferred to AO, 
where they honestly belong, a fantasti- 
cally huge section of their distribution 


pipeline would be closed. Without those 
volume sales, there'd be no hope in hell 
of making money, and publishers would 
stop publishing this... this killography. 
It'd be a de facto ban on interactive 
entertainment with any kind of “adult 
themes,” a victory for the mindset that 
believes popular entertainment and cul- 
ture should, even at its grittiest, still be 
suitable for consumption by an unusual- 
ly sensitive and impressionable 13-year- 
old. There’s no First Amendment 
issue—I’m speaking in American terms 
because that enormous market is where 
the battles that matter are fought— 
because there’s no state censorship 
involved, no abridging law passed, just 
a decision made (like so many others) in 
the Star Chambers of Wal-Mart. 

The heavy hits keep on coming for 
games containing anything other than 
desexualized (i.e., inadequately sublimat- 
ed), unrealistic, candy-coloured happy- 
fun. The forces of Concernedom are 
pretty slow on the uptake—you can still 
see clips for Mortal Kombat and Doom on 
CNN, for fuck’s sake—so it’s still the GTA 
series that’s taking most of the heat. Con- 
sider the uproar among New York's Hait- 
ian community, over a year after the 
release of GTA: Vice City, regarding parts 
of the game they say encourage geno- 
cide—never mind the “Haitians” in ques- 
tion are a very specific gang, not all 
people of Haitian descent everywhere in 
the world. New York City mayor Mike 
Bloomberg climbed up on that high 
horse, and next thing you know publisher 
Take Two is pledging to remove the 
offending items from future editions of 
the game. In some ways it’s a meaning- 
less concession—GTA3 and Vice City were 
just re-released and it’s long odds it’ll hap- 
pen again—but still... butterfly wings. 

Then there are the civil suits (some 
live, many more brewing) against the 
makers of GTA alleging that the game 
directly causes fucked-up teen psycho 
killing sprees. Before “killography,” you 
see, the advocates of universal kindercul- 
ture cooked up the term “murder simu- 
lator,” meant to play up the fact (once a 
source of gamer-geek pride) that 
videogame-like simulators are used to 
train pilots, soldiers and even surgeons. 
If a kid who logs 100 hours of GTA does- 
n't learn to kill, they argue, then a pilot 
who logs 100 hours of Dash-8 sim time 
doesn’t learn to fly a turboprop, and 
we're all going to die in flames next time 
we have urgent business in Lethbridge. 

The What About the Children? wing 
of the cultural conversation is getting 
restless to the point of frenzy. Legislators 
and officials at all levels are being shown 
context-free demo reels of some pretty 
difficult-to-defend shit—baseball-bat 
beatings, decapitations, the infamous 
(to the point of cliché) GTA hooker- 
stomp. Soon, the issue will reach 
unstoppably Oprahtic proportions, and 
no amount of statistical recitation—the 
average age of videogame players is 28 
and rising, as the wavefront of people 
who grew up with games ripples 
through the demography—or com- 
mon-sense appeal to old-fashioned 
parental responsibility (How hard can it 
be to monitor the little Dorito-proces- 
sor? You said yourself he never leaves 
that damn TV) is going to stop the 
crash from coming. Faced with the pos- 
sibility of restrictive legislation control- 
ling what they can publish and where 
they can sell it, a desperate industry will 
react with startling self-censorship. 

It’s happened before; ever hear of 
the Comics Code Authority? In 1954, 


“juvenile delinquency” was a big issue 
with the Nailbiting Classes, to the point 
where the New York State Legislature 
and the U.S. Senate were holding hear- 
ings on the matter. Into this shitstorm 
rode Dr. Fredric Wertham’s Seduction of 
the Innocent, a poorly-researched, sen- 
sationalistic screed against the corrupt- 
ing influence of comic books. The book 
was a sensation, and anti-comics senti- 
ment reached a fever pitch. Spooked 
by the possibility of a legislated out- 
right ban, the publishers formed the 
Comics Magazine Association of Ameri- 
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ca and instituted the Code, a set of 
strict guidelines which destroyed the 
horror and crime genres—all adult- 
level storytelling, in fact—and chopped 
the balls off the American comics 
industry, forcing comics into a kiddified 
ghetto from which they are still strug- 
gling to emerge. 

One of the biggest losers from the 
institution of the Code was one of the 
biggest instigators of uproar in the first 
place: EC Comics, whose boundary- 
pushing crime and horror lines were 
bloody, violent and lurid, but also sur- 


prisingly sophisticated and immensely 
popular. When the Comics Code came 
down, EC gassed its gory mature titles 
and concentrated on Mad magazine; 
the hobby of comics collecting entered 
its golden age as readers hungry for 
the stories they loved but couldn’t get 
scrounged for aging back issues. 

What's Rockstar going to concen- 
trate on when the Video Game Code 
comes down? Where are you going 
to go for grown-up games when 
there’s nothing but kids’ games on 
the shelves? © 
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It’s unheard of, but now you can purchase 
a Molson Single Seat for the next Oilers home game 
at half price! Tickets go on sale every game day 
at 12 noon until sell out. Cheer about that! 


Call 414-GOAL (4625) 
or toll free 1-866-414-GOAL 


www.edmontonoilers.com 
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The Elephant and Castle on Whute's ¥ 


By DAVID YOUNG 
ano JOHN TURNER 


The Oilers hit the road over the past 
week and did alright. They tied against 
San Jose and Phoenix and beat Anaheim. 
Then they faced Los Angeles in the vin- 
tage blue and yellow jerseys and lost. 
And Mike Comrie is finally gone, traded 
to Philadelphia on Tuesday. 


John: The Mike Comrie ordeal is over. 
The Oil have traded his rights to the 
Philadelphia Flyers in exchange for 
defenceman Jeff Woywitka, a first-round 
pick in 2004 and a third-round pick in 
2005. What does this deal mean to 
Edmonton? Who cares? The important 
thing here is what will this mean to 
Comrie. | just have to laugh when | think 
of the karma. Comrie is heading to the 
City of Brotherly Love—and if he thinks 
the fans were tough here, wait until he 
experiences Philadelphia, where the fans 
are notorious for being the toughest in 
the NHL to please. And he’s playing for 
coach Ken Hitchcock and GM Bob 
Clarke, whom Eric Lindros had such a 
publicized relationship with because 
Clarke never publicly criticizes anyone. | 
can just imagine Comrie’s first call to his 
father: “Dad? The coach keeps picking 
on me and Mr. Clarke said | wasn’t trying 
hard enough.” Oh, there is justice in this 
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world. 

Dave: There was one thing about 
Comrie that impressed me. He implied 
he had personal issues with Kevin Lowe 
but he chose not to air his grievances in 
public (except for his Hockey Night in 
Canada interview a couple of months 
ago). You’re right about the conditions 
in Philly, though. If he found it tough 
and demanding in Edmonton, Philly 
could crush him. But in Philly he'll just 
be another player. He may wind up 
being mostly ignored. At least here he 
could stand out. Interesting fact: last sea- 
son’s home opener was dubbed “A 
Night of Magic” and the program fea- 
tured a photo of Comrie in streetclothes, 
not an Oiler, uniform. And the game was 
against Philly. And, just like magic, once 
the season ended, Comrie started to dis- 
appear. At this year’s home opener, the 
Oilers hung Grant Fuhr’s jersey to the 
rafters of Rexall Place (or Skyreach, or 
whatever). By November, the fans 
would have been happy to hang Comrie 
and Rich Winter from the same spot. 

John: The Oil embarked on a four- 
game road trip last week and started out 
with a tie in San Jose and played to 
another draw the next night in Phoenix. 
| guess that’s no surprise since the Sharks 
lead the Western Conference with 10 
ties so far this season and Phoenix is sec- 
ond with eight. Given the way the Oil 
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have been playing lately, two ties to start 
a road trip is an excellent result. 

Dave: They managed to walk out of 
the road trip with four out of a possible 
eight points and one new player in Jeff 
Woywitka. The former Red Deer Rebel is 
big and tough and has had champi- 
onship experience with the Rebels of the 
WHL and played with the silver medal- 
winning Canadian Junior team last 
Christmas. He should be a great addition 
to the Oilers defence sometime soon. 
He'll join the Roadrunners for now. 

John: It was nice to see Raffi Torres 
score a goal Sunday night against the 
Mighty Ducks. It looks like he’s returned 
to a more physical style of play and he 
was rewarded with a goal as Edmonton 
notched the first win of the road trip. 
Unfortunately, they couldn’t keep it 
going Tuesday night in L.A. as they lost 
another close one. What really bothered 
me about that game, though, was how 
boring it was. | had to keep reminding 
myself that there was a hockey game on 
each time | started to do something else 
because the game was so uninteresting. 
If you’re going to lose, fine. At least 
make the game worth watching. 

Dave: The Anaheim game was 
worth watching. The goal scored by 
“sniper” Cory Cross from a sweet 
Radek Dvorak pass from behind the net 
was one of the prettiest goals of the 
year. And Torres’s goal to win the 
game featured a shoulder roll into the 
back boards after scoring the marker. It 
was highlight reel hockey. Now that 
the Comrie fiasco is done, can the Jour- 
nal and the Sun finally get together 
and decide how to spell Rich Winter's 
name? During the ongoing series of 
stories on the unhappy centre and his 
agent, the Journal called him “Rich” 
Winter while the Sun preferred to refer 
to him as “Ritch” about 70 per cent of 
the time. Me, I’m just glad | probably 
won’t have to mention Rich Winter 
again this year. © 
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Blood. It’s in you to give. 


The Breck family take: ( hallenge 
4 blood donations s ar, what about you? 


CANADIAN BLOOD SERVICES 
«the more the merrier, Blood. It's in you to give. 


Price per person, before tax and tip 


$ —Less than $10 
$$ —$10 to $20 
$$$ —$20 to $30 
$$$$ — $30 and up 


BILLINGSGATE SEAFOOD MARKET 
AND LIGHTHOUSE CAFE 

7331-104 St. * 433-0091 

5506 Tudor Glen (St. Albert) * 460-2222 
The smell of sea-dwelling lifeforms fills 
the air, and the East Coast music in the 
background makes me feel as though 
I've been suddenly transported to the 
Rock. I’m searching for the words to 
describe the dining area, a compact 
section featuring artistic depictions of 
fish and unsurprisingly, lighthouses. 
Then it hits me: "rustic oceanic atmos- 
phere." (Okay, so that’s what it says on 
the menu. So sue me.) Speaking of 
menus, I’m loving the Lighthouse’s 
lunch edition. The level of sophistica- 
tion is greater than I'd anticipated, 
what with the red Peruvian trout and 
Cajun prawn pizza. And the dinner 
menu is even more in-depth, featuring 
a list of stuff that makes my mouth 
water—paella, Hawaiian bigeye tuna, 
bouillabaisse and California striped bass 
with a mandarin fennel glaze. Very 
nice. And the wine list seems reason- 
ably priced, too—l see a bottle of Aus- 
tralian Rosemount shiraz-cabernet is 
$23 and | know the same bottle will 
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run you about $14 or so in the liquor 
store, so Billingsgate obviously isn’t 
going crazy with the markup. Being 
the soup junkie that | am, | start off 
with a small bowl of lobster bisque. 
The lovely orange mixture is described 
as having been prepared in the tradi- 
tional French style, with cognac, cream 
and rich lobster broth. Topped with 
some finely chopped fresh parsley, it’s 
incredibly flavourful. Rich yes, but it 
doesn’t weigh me down at all, which is 
good because | have a pickerel fillet on 
the way. (Note: you can get a bigger 
portion of the bisque as a meal. | saw 
one come out of the kitchen. Huge.) 
"That’s a good choice," the server tells 
me as | order the fish, prepared in a 
tangerine butter and served with green 
apple relish. The large, colourful plate 
features the northern Alberta pickerel, a 
side of rice and a medley of vegetables. 
Not just your cheap, run-of-the-mill 
veggies, either, but a mix of red pep- 
per, snow peas, zucchini, cauliflower, 
broccoli, carrots and squash. The pick- 
erel is good and tender, the white meat 
flaking apart as you gently prod it with 
the fork. I'm missing something, 
though. And unfortunately, it doesn’t 
dawn on me until later that there was 
no green apple relish on the side. 
Damn. It would’ve tasted great with 
the pickerel... which is probably why it 
appears on the menu in the first place, 
right? Still, | douse the fish with some 
lemon and it’s just fine. Average 
Price: $$$ (Reviewed 11/13/03) 


PREVIOUSLY REVIEWED RESTAURANTS 


LEVA 

11053-86 Ave * 433-LEVA 

As soon as | walk into Leva, my eyes 
lock on the impressive-looking Sicilian 
cannolis behind the counter—| haven't 
seen old-school pastries like that in a 
long, long time. | instantly decide that 
after a relaxing, late afternoon bite, I'll 
be trying one. The main menu items 
are things like homemade thin-crust 
pizzas and tramezzinis, which are grilled 
sandwiches. But | notice some unique 
items too, like the biscottis—iemon pis- 
tachio or anise-flavoured. Very cool. 
There's also a nice array of imported 
beers and Italian wines, like the Nipoz- 
zano Chianti, a fantastic choice I’ve 
enjoyed on a few occassions. | go with 
the chicken pesto tramezzini and ask for 
a side of green bean salad. Antonio, the 
guy who seems to run the joint, tells 
me they’re out, so | go for the potato 
salad. He says I'll like it. The tramezzini 
is incredible and I'll tell you why: I’ve 
had the chicken and pesto combo at 
other places and usually it’s chicken loaf 
that comes with it. Not at Leva. Real, 
tender chicken breast, sliced thinly, 
combined with a tasty pesto and 
cheese. (I believe Antonio said it was 
Edam.) And the perfectly spherical 
scoop of potato salad is excellent— 
Antonio has left the skin on the pota- 
toes, which | like, and he’s mixed in a 
few artichokes too. He's also finished it 
all off with a drizzle of olive oil and 
some grated cheese on top. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 10/02/03) 
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The Truth About Christmas 


Holiday stories that will melt your heart & tickle 
your funny bone. Joins Nils & his musical 
guests Cynthia MacLeod & Gordon Belsher for 
a magical Maritime Christmas Kitchen Party. 


Tickets: $20 adults, $15 students & seniors 
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MILL CREEK CAFE 

9562-82 Ave * 439-5535 

Other than a bevy of nice-looking sweets 
and baked goods, sandwiches are pretty 
much the order of the day at Mill Creek 
Café. Kate orders the Montreal smoked 
meat sandwich, while | eventually get 
around to choosing the salmon salad. 
Then come the questions. "Swiss, ched- 
dar or cream cheese?" the counter girl 
asks. Kate says Swiss, | say cream. "Toma- 
to, cucumber and sprouts?” Yup. "Pick- 
les?" Sure. "Hot, honey or Dijon 
mustard?" Kate says yes to the former and 
after a bit of deliberation, | pass, figuring 
there’s no need to add mustard to the 
salmon. "Mayo and butter?" Neither. Mill 
Creek bakes everything fresh each day 
and as | attempt to wrap my mouth 
around the massive slices of grainy whole 
wheat bread with pieces of carrot in it, | 
think to myself that it looks awfully invit- 
ing. | had taken note of the fact that Kate 
asked for hot mustard and | patiently 
awaited her reaction. Sure enough, it 
came. "Whoa," she says after the first or 
second bite. It’s actually really hot stuff 
try a nibble and some of the mustard 
actually burns a small nick on my lip. 
These sandwiches are huge and because 
baked goods are in our immediate future, 
we pack up the remainders and head 
back to the counter. This time, I’m only 
slightly more decisive—a piece of choco- 
late cherry loaf and a slice of lemon 
meringue pie, though the chocolate 
peanut butter bars were crying out at me. 
Average Price: $ (Reviewed 12/04/03) 


SCHANKS ATHLETIC CLUB 

9927-178 St * 444-2125 

"The thing | love about Schanks," my 
friend Steve says, "is that other than the 
track, there’s not a bigger cavalcade of 
problem gamblers anywhere." How 
prophetic. Just as we sit down in front of 
one of the many massive TV screens with 
the game on, | can’t help but notice the 
freakshow going on one table over. The 
guy in question is wearing a leather tri- 
coloured Miami Dolphins hat, his dirty 
jeans are wide open and his ample gut is 
hanging out, and in between nervously 
sipping coffee, hauling on cigarettes and 
choosing plays on his QB1 machine, he 
appears to be rubbing himself down, 
head included, with a bottle of Absorbine 
Jr. But I’m more chuffed about the mea- 
ger order of hot, boneless wings that we 
start out with. Nine bucks and there’s 
nothing more than a handful of over- 
done, deep-fried chicken chunks with 
some hot sauce and a side of ranch. Luck- 
ily, one my superstars has already scored 
a touchdown so I’m in a good mood, just 
like the hardcore Canadian fans celebrat- 
ing Saskatchewan's route of Winnipeg. 
The quality slightly improves with the 
next round of eats. | go with the pepper- 
corn Jack burger, while Steve tries the 
spolumbo submarine sandwich. | haven’t 
had a burger in a while, so it’s a treat to 
sink into the big patty, which was sea- 
soned with—get this—"course" pepper 
and a Jack Daniels barbecue sauce. | won- 
der for a second if the typo was on pur- 
pose. Nah. My mixed greens on the side 
have about as much spring as the Blue 
Bombers offence, but the crispy order of 
kettle chips makes up for it. The home- 
made chips are nice and hot, served with 
a bowl of a real spicy onion, cream 
cheese dip. It’s definitely the "play of the 
day" in this highlight package. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 11/06/03) 
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Vintner sports 


Ex-Oiler Doug Hicks 
now runs one of the 
city’s best wine stores 


By DAVID DICENZO 


players and high culture don’t mix, 

think again. Numerous ice warriors 
are known for their appreciation of 
the vino, though even the most edu- 
cated of grape-loving aficionados 
would have a hard time matching 
the enthusiasm and dedication of 
Doug Hicks. 

After he hung up his skates, 
Hicks, an Edmonton Oiler defence- 
man from 1979 to 1982, turned his 
connoisseur-like instincts into a sec- 
ond career. His Crestwood Fine 
Wines and Spirits shop, located in 
the charming Crestwood neighbour- 
hood on 142 St, has been moving 
top-notch products from around the 
globe for nine years now. 

Wine is more than a hobby for 
Hicks; hockey aside, it’s his true pas- 
sion. “Wednesdays, when my order 
comes in,” he says, “it’s almost like 
Christmas every week year-round 
because I’m checking out the new 
vintages, checking out the new label- 
ing, checking out the new products.” 

It wasn’t always that way. Hicks, 
drafted sixth overall in 1974, 
received his first exposure to wine 
appreciation when he was just a 
fired-up youngster on the Minnesota 
North Stars, his first NHL team. “A 
lot of guys, when we went out for 
dinner, were into that stuff,” the 
Cold Lake native says. “I was still a 
beer guy at that time.” 

When his playing days eventually 
wound down in Europe at the end of 
the '80s, Hicks was more than ready 
to hop into the next stage of life. 
Guys weren’t even close to making 
Jaromir Jagr-like cake back then, so 
planning for life after hockey was a 
must. Hicks partnered up with fellow 
ex-Oiler Dave Lumley and got into 
the tanning industry, but when priva- 
tization hit Alberta he figured a fine 
wine shop might be the way to go. 

At the time, there was a huge 
influx of stores selling alcohol—a 
surge from about 200 to 800—which 
meant Hicks’s challenge was figuring 
out a way to distinguish his shop 
from the competition. “We wanted 
people walking in the door thinking 
wine,” says Hicks. “We've got beer, 
we've got the bottle of vodka for 
Uncle joe, but I wanted to set us apart 
as one of the fine wine stores in 
town. There is a niche there to cover 
and it’s worked out really well for us.” 

Indeed it has. Hicks’s clientele 
consists of regulars who typically 
extend their stay a few minutes to 
chat about wine or play with Hicks’s 
little buddy Skye, an adorable four- 
year-old Cairn terrier that accompa- 
nies him to work. The classy shop 
features a beautiful copper-top bar in 
the one corner, where people can 
have a seat for the special Friday- 
afternoon wine tastings or flip 
through a copy of Wine Spectator. It’s 
at the bar that you can also see a cou- 
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ple of remnants of Hicks’s past hock- 
ey life, like the mounted Saskatoon 
Blades puck he earned years ago for 
being a game star. (“I must’ve done 
something that was good,” Hicks says 
of the memento. “I can’t remember.”) 


JUST AS HE PICKED UP THINGS 
along the way throughout his hock- 
ey career—after all, the guy did play 
a handful of games with the leg- 
endary Bobby Orr, so you know he 
was learning—Hicks’s wine education 
has been a daily process. Various 
courses definitely helped the cause 
but simply being front and centre at 
Crestwood has been the best school- 


ing. “Everyday, I’ve got people walk- 
ing in the store from all over the 
world,” he says. “They’re winemak- 
ers. They get a couple of months off 
to go promote their product and 
they’re the best people to tell you 
about what to expect from the wine. 
When you’re immersed in the busi- 
ness, it doesn’t take long to find out 
what you like and what you don’t 
like, what qualities there are. 

“The qualities that a winemaker 
or a country can pull out of a grape 
are amazing,” he continues. “You 
once had to stick to two or three dif- 
ferent countries to get something 
decent, and now there’s 10, 15 dif- 


ferent countries that are making 
excellent wine.” 

Canada is now firmly entrenched 
in that group. There was a time 
when Canadian wines were per- 
ceived as cheap, but these days cus- 
tomers are willing to pony up a few 
more bucks for a bottle because the 
quality is better. 

If value is more your thing, than a 
closer examination of wines from 
Down Under is a necessity. Australian 
wineries are not only producing some 
of the finest products available 
according to Hicks, they’re also doing 
so at very manageable prices. “The 
last three years, Australian wines are 
the big ones,” he says. “Your value is 
just double that of the States. A lot of 
people come in and want some Silver 
Oak but it's $120 a bottle. There’s 
been some small wineries in Australia 
that are putting out stuff at $30 or 
$40 that rivals Silver Oak.” 

Still, if Hicks had just one bottle 
of wine to choose from, he'd take a 
stab at something south of the bor- 
der. “It would have to be a Zin, a 
California Zinfandel,” he says. 
“Probably something from Cline. 
One of Cline’s single vineyards, like 
Big Break or Bridgehead. They're 
phenomenal wines.” @ 
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By BOBB! BARBARICH 


I've ever been on a ski hill was December 

19. I remember it because that was the day 
I cracked my tailbone during a violently windy 
night in icy conditions. Shaking the rust off 
your joints in scarce snow is never fun—and 
even dangerous according to the X-rays of my 
tailbone. Early season conditions are therefore 
not a thrill for me and I've generally avoided 
them—as many people apparently do, judging 
by the fewer than 100 people who turned out 
at Marmot Basin on this season’s opening day, 
December 5. However, few people and “good” 
snow turned out to be a lot more fun and a lot 
less painful than I anticipated. 

Looking at the map of Mar- 
mot as I picked up my lift ticket, 
not much was open. The Knob 
chair was closed, most of Eagle 
East and several runs off the Cari- 
bou chair were off-limits. The 
promoters maintained that this 
was “good” for early season, but the “Watch 
out for natural hazards” signs were more 
prominent than skiers and boarders. Despite 
limited snow, there was camaraderie amongst 
those of us there who just couldn't wait anoth- 
er day longer for more snow. 

Taking the Caribou chair up the west side 
of the hill, I was the only person on it for sever- 
al runs. I even had to shake the dust off the 
liftie (who apparently hadn’t seen many peo- 
ple all day). The’ powder under the chair was 
enticing and I couldn’t resist—but maybe I 
should've, because I couldn’t stand up! Not to 
save my life. At least I knew it wasn’t just me: 
the nine guys who followed me into the dis- 
mal white abyss had the same problem. Any- 


[Jj this year, the earliest day in the season 
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time any of us managed to stand up, the board 
would sink right down to the rock. As we start- 
ed walking down the hill together, cursing the 
powder up to our knees, thankful that there 
wasn’t anyone to see our sorry faces in the 
chair above, a tip Marmot's vice-president of 
sales and marketing Brian Rode gave me earlier 
in the day ran through my head: “In a lot of 
places, it looks like there's a lot of powder, but 
we can’t open those areas until this first snow- 
fall warms up, sinks down and we get another 
dump of snow to make it skiable.” I guess this 
is what he meant. Harrumph. 

Adding to our embarrassment, I watched in 
horror as a ski patrol guy slowly became visible 
amongst the rickety pink chairs above us. 


RURTON 


SNOWBOARDS 
PRIME SPOT 


There aren’t many places to hide in the white 
when you're wearing yellow. We got to the 
bottom before he caught up to us, but doing 
his job, he found and gently scolded us about 
entering closed areas. I slunk off, guilty as 
charged, to join my partner. 


THIS WAS COLIN’S FIRST DAY on a snow- 
board. (Not Snow Zone’s Colin Cathrea—a dif- 
ferent Colin.) Every day prior to our trip, he 
chided me that snowboarding was easy, that 
he caught onto things quickly, that he’s agile 
and limber. Ha! I couldn’t wait to see him try. 
We started out on the bunny hill right beside 
the chalet. I don’t remember what was there 
last year, but Rode informed me that they’ve 


just installed a magic carpet. Lucky for Colin, 
this thing is a people-conveyer-belt, replacing 
the treacherous and embarrassing T-bars and 
tow ropes of yore. The first time I ever got on a 
T-bar was a frightening failure. The guy teach- 
ing me still has a scar on his forehead from my 
attempts to master the beast. But with the 
magic carpet, you simply stand on the belt, no 
cables or large frozen plastic Ts involved. The 
lift gently takes you up to the top and is slow 
enough that you can get off, or fall down, 
without disturbing anyone else 

Colin had no trouble getting on or off the 
magic carpet. He did, however, have trouble 
snowboarding. 

I had asked Colin if he wanted to put a pil- 
low in his pants. He looked at 
me, not sure if I was serious, and 
declined. He ended up not need- 
ing the pillow, but he did need 
Rub A535 for the.aching muscles 
in his forearms from falling, in 
his: ineck from whiplash and in 
its abs from turning. The next 
day, he also had to use his sore arms to pick up 
his jellied legs. He was a hurtin’ unit, but he 
did well. With so few people on the hill, it was 
a relatively safe learning experience and he 
managed to do some turns by the end of the 
day. While looking out for the boy, I managed 
to land on my ass quicker than I could blink. 
Guess that rust wasn’t all gone. I think I could 
use another X-ray. 

After a warm and comfortable evening at 
the Jasper Inn (www.jasperinn.com), complete 
with a cozy fireplace, loft and hot tub, we were 
refreshed and ready to tackle the slopes again. It 
snowed all day and conditions improved. I hit 
the open runs and found some good bush trails. 
Colin drank beer and studied in the chalet. @ 
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A brisk wintertime 
walk can be as 
rejuvenating as a 
day of skiing 


By CAROL MIYAGAWA 


snow on our city streets in winter 

can be a good thing. Take winter 
city walking, for instance. There’s 
nothing I love better than strolling 
through my neighbourhood after a 
substantial snowfall has blanketed the 
yards and roadways. In fact, I prefer a 
winter city walk to a summer jaunt. 


B= it or not, an abundance of 


In winter, I often have the streets 
completely to myself, especially in 
the afternoons. The muted air and 
the muffled sounds provide a strong 
sense of solitude and peace.-Once in 
a while, I hear the scraping of a 
snow shovel off in the distance or 


|WALKING 


the odd dog barking, but mostly the 
streets are quiet and serene. 

Aside from the tranquillity, an 
ideal winter walk—for me, anyway— 
requires certain other conditions. Gen- 
erally, it’s best to avoid heading out the 
door on a chilly, cloud-covered after- 
noon. I wait for the temperature to rise 
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to about -3°C or -4°C before venturing 
into the snowy world around my 
house. And it has to be sunny. 

The best kind of neighbourhood 
for winter walking is one in which 
tall spruce, sprawling elm and grace- 
ful mountain ash line either side of 
the street. It also needs wide road- 
ways running through it because, in 
winter, I like walking on the road 
rather than on the sidewalk. This 
way I can pick a long stretch of 
snow-packed boulevard and just go 


for it, untroubled by the worry of. 


navigating curbs, free to let my 
mind wander wherever it desires. 
With few distractions, I allow myself 
to dream and indulge in silent rever- 
ies about life. 


Walking on the road has other 
advantages, such as the rhythmic 
crunch-crunch of your boots in the 
snow and the way your leg and foot 
muscles are spared the strain of 
walking on unforgiving pavement 
that’s been cleared of snow. The 
interplay of shadow and sunlight on 
a winter afternoon, particularly 
around 2 or 3 p.m, is a dramatic 
delight for anyone’s eye. I especially 
like rounding a corner and being 
met by a dazzling patch of sun- 
drenched whiteness juxtaposed 
against a darkly shaded stretch of 
blue-grey or purple-hued snow. The 
sun is low, even at 2 p.m., and it 
plays peek-a-boo through the trees 
as I walk. In the open, treeless sec- 
tions, my face feels bathed in 
warmth, the way my mother’s hands 
felt on my face when I was a child. 


VISUALLY, there’s so much to see on 
a winter city walk. Bare branches of 
deciduous trees are draped in white. 
They cast skinny finger-shadows 
across the yards. Against the houses, 
mogul pines are loaded down with 
snow, looking more like snow crea- 
tures than like trees. Often, there’s a 
thick, egg-white layer spread along 
the tops of hedges, frothy and 
whipped like icing. I particularly like 
the look of mountain ash trees in 
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winter, their red crop of berries 
hanging low, dotted here and there 
with small, saucy caps of snow. 

One day I spied a perfectly pruned 
spruce tree that looked like a giant 
white Sno-Cone on the shady side 
and a manicured, green space needle 
on the sun-draped side. Occasionally, 
mini-avalanches slide off the spruce 
trees, whose long, slender branches, 
relieved of their snowy burden, spring 
immediately back into place. And if 
you head into your neighbourhood 
after a good Halloween dump, you’re 
likely to see white plastic-bag ghosts 
strung from branches and pumpkins 
lining the front porches. 

The shadows that the trees cast 
come in all shapes and sizes: tall ele- 
gant trunks, lacy branches and thick 
hulking blocks cast by large conifer- 
ous trees. Tall spruce and pine trees 
are sunlit at the top and cast in 
shadow at the bottom. The contrast 
of their snow-dappled tips against 
the bright blue sky is spectacular. 

All too soon, it’s time to head 
home. When I arrive back, my face 
is tingly and my body nicely heated 
by the exertion of muscles. The 
slightly subzero temperatures have 
provided the air with a bit of a nip, 
meaning I’m not overheated when 
my walk is done. It’s time to put the 
kettle on. O 
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Local 
Rabbit Hill - 60cm base, Ocm of new snow, 90% of runs in operation 
Snow Valley - 60cm base, 0 cm of new snow, all lifts open 


Alberta 
Castle Mt. - 65-155cm base, 48cm of new snow, all lifts and 56 runs open 
C.0.P - 85cm base, Ocm of new snow 

Fortress - Opening Dec 19, 80-95cm base, 19cm of new snow 

Lake Louise - 83-115cm base, 23cm of new snow, all lifts open 

Marmot Basin - 50cm base, 4cm of new snow, 6 lifts and 50/84 runs open 
Mt. Norquay - 93-130cm base, 5/5 lifts and 19/28 runs open 

Nakiska - 63cm of new snow, 2cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts and 26/32 runs open 
Sunshine - 119cm base, 41cm of new snow, all lifts and 91 runs open 


B.C. 
Apex - 129cm base, 4cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 
Big White - 116cm base, 4cm of new snow, 8/13 lifts open 
Chrystal Mt - Reopening Dec 19 
Fernie - 194cm base, 61cm of new snow, 9/10 lifts and 107/107 runs open 
Fairmont - Opening Dec 19 
Kicking Horse - 134cm base, 39cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 
|] Kimberley - 83cm base, Ocm of new snow 

| Mt Washington - 254cm base, 40cm of new snow, 7/8 lifts open 
Panorama - 87cm base, 20cm of new snow, 9/9 lifts and 80 runs open 
Powder King - Opening Dec 18 
Powder Springs - 121cm base, 2/2 lifts and 26/26 trails open 
| Red Mountain - 130cm base, 31cm of new snow, all ifts open 
' | Silver Star - 96cm base, 10cm of new snow, 7/8 lifts open 
Sun Peaks - 71cm base, 9/9 lifts and 100/114 trails open 
Whistler Blackcomb - 180cm base, 25/33 runs and 170/200 trails open 
Whitewater - 177cm base, 42cm of new snow, all lifts open 


U.S.A. 
Big Mt - 140cm base, 58cm of new snow, 5 lifts open 

Big Sky - 88cm base, 7cm of new snow, 10/18 lifts and 40/150 trails open 
49 Degrees - 83cm base, 10cm of new snow, 52 runs open 

Great Divide Ski Area - 88cm base, 20cm of new snow, 3/6 lifts open 
Lookout Pass - 142cm base, 10cm of new snow 

Mt Spokane - 71cm base, 4cm of new snow, 44 runs open 
Schweitzer Mt - 121cm base, 2cm of new snow 

Silver Mt- 89cm base, 8cm of new snow, 6/7 lifts open 

Sun Valley - 99cm base, Ocm of new snow, 10/20 lifts open 


All conditions accurate as of Dec 17, 2003 
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By HART GOLBECK 


RAC your brains out 


Castle Mountain Resort is offering a cou- 
ple of dates for a Recreational Avalanche 
Course (RAC) next month. This course is 
designed for boarders, skiers, snowmo- 
bilers and any other snow enthusiasts 
who are considering backcountry adven- 
tures. You'll spend the Friday evening in 
the classroom and head outdoors on 
Saturday and Sunday for the practical 
stuff, such as lessons on avalanche bea- 
cons and safe travel. The course is 
scheduled for January 2 to 4 and January 
23 to 25. The total cost is $160, which 
includes the required lift passes. 


Young and free 


The Canadian Ski Council is once again 
offering its Grade 5 SnowPass, available 
to kids born in 1993. All you need to 
do is send in a picture, a photocopy of 
your birth certificate and $13. In return 
you get a booklet with three free lift 


tickets to local hills like Rabbit Hill, 
Snow Valley and Edmonton Ski Club as 
well as most of the nearby mountain 
resorts. Applications can be picked up 
online at www.skicanada.org. 


Freeze and bare it! 


Last weekend, Whistler held a bizarre 
contest dubbed Freeze Factor. Partici- 
pants were eliminated one by one 
through a series of bone-chilling tests 
of endurance and will power, with the 
winner receiving an unlimited Whistler 
Blackcomb season’s pass along with 
the privilege of being first up the 
mountain with three best friends, 100 
chairs ahead of the daily crowd. 

Events started out mundanely enough 
as the contestants bobbed for kidneys in 
egg yolk and ate sauerkraut mixed with 
maple syrup. But as the night wore on 
things became more serious as it dawned 
on organizers that there would be no 
dropouts. As temperatures dipped to 
-12°C, contestants stripped to their bare 
essentials and took part in a brain-freezing 
Slurpee chug and an endurance event in 
which they held their snowboards at arm’s 
length. By morning only five contestants 
remained and they took part in a final 
challenge: putting on T-shirts that had 
been soaked in water, knotted and frozen 
overnight. It took local boarder Greg 
Foxwell about five minutes to stretch the 
frozen fabric over his body, but it was fast 
enough to be crowned this year’s Freeze 
Factor champion. © 
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By COLIN CATHREA 


Go with the flow 


When you're sliding down a mountain on 
skis, do you ever wonder how you tum or 
why you fly off bumps? To understand 
what's at play, it helps to know why cer- 
tain techniques work so much better than 
others. In a nutshell, gravity is God. 
Gravity is the main force that draws 
you down the hill—and how you work 
against it is really the essence of skiing. Let 
me explain with a driving analogy. (| know, 
| know, | use too many driving analogies, 
but they‘re really easy to relate to.) Let’s say 
you're cruising down a slippery highway 
and a curve is coming up. Do you wait 
until the last minute and jerk the car into 
the turn? If you do, chances are gravity 


and momentum will cause a skid and loss 
of control. No, a smart driver steers the car 
gently into the turn and guides it around 
to maintain their grip on the road. Same 
thing in skiing. You should concentrate on 
rolling gently into the tum, establishing an 
edge platform and increasing the edge 
angle as you carve a nice round tum. Jam- 
ming into the turn upsets your balance, 
twists you out of shape and makes the skis 
lose grip, causing a skid. 

Now we have the skis gradually com- 
‘ing over into an angle that we want to 
increase. Remember, that’s all we want 
to tip over. Don’t tip your upper body, 
your torso, shoulders or head. Knees first 
and hips follow. When you initiate the 
turn, you have very little pressure on the 
edges because you're not fighting gravity 
yet. But as your skis come around in the 
turn, you need to start your “fight 
stance” and increase your edge angle. As 
you come across the fall line and com- 
plete the turn, you have won this partic- 
ular battle and it’s time to start the next. 

New skis are short and have mucho 
side-cut, so it’s easier to jam them into a 
turn. Let the fight take place on your 
terms and you'll soon be the king of the 
hill and the master of your domain... or 
at least a damn good skier. O 
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My first snowboard 
experience 


Three hours, three 
runs and the death 
of my ass 


By SHARON KARR 


and fresh-air.So-when autumn 

begins, the winter blahs hit me 
with ferocious potency. What bet- 
ter way to escape than by embrac- 
ing the snow? Snowboarding is 
immensely popular and my hus- 
band promises me there’s nothing 
like it. I agree to give the sport a try 
at an Edmonton hill. Here’s what 
happened. 


A: summer long I bask in the sun 


Run one 

My first trial—the dreaded T- 
bar. I find myself heading towards 
what appears to 
be a 100-foot drop 
through rocks and 
trees. I panic and 
drop the bar, only to find myself 
in danger of a head-on collision 
with the skier behind me. There 
are two spears pointed in my 
direction and a little girl who 
doesn’t appear to be altering her 
course. Oh my God! The scramble 
is awkward, undignified, vulnera- 
ble. I escape with both my eyes 
intact, but once safe from impale- 
ment I find myself facing the hard- 
est challenge of my life: standing 
up. This is when the endless 
stream of instructions beginning 
with the word “just” begins to pop 
out of my husband’s mouth. “Just 
lean forward,” “Just push yourself 
up” and the kicker, “Just stay in 
control.” Oh, good idea. 

I’m shocked by the blunt pain 
I feel each time my ass bounces 
off the ground. This isn’t snow 
I’m falling on; it’s ice. I know this 
feeling: I’m six years old again, 
learning how to skate. When I can 
no longer stand the pain in my 
tush, I end up in the most vulner- 
able position known to woman: 
on all fours. Children no more 
than six years old zoom around 
me and my pathetic display. My 
long-suffering husband has begun 
to develop a tic in one eye. Slowly, 
painfully, 1 make my way down 
the gentle slope. 


Run two 

After once again panicking and 
letting go as my board starts head- 
ing straight toward the cliff beside 
the T-bar, I end up at the steepest 
part of the hill. This time it only 
takes a few minutes to stand up 
and I begin to feel good about 
myself. The possibility that I 
might someday learn this God-for- 
saken sport begins to creep into 
my consciousness. This is when 


| [BOARDING 


the heckle from the T-bar rips 
through my fragile confidence. 
Damn those cocky skiers! Standing 
up on skis is child’s play in com- 
parison. Child’s play. 


Run three 

For the first time I make it all 
the way up the T-bar. It does take 
mea while to get past the weird 
slope that leads me straight into 
the bush, but after I do I make it 
down the rest of the hill in record 
time. Exhaustion starts to set in 
and the chalet offers warmth and 
real chairs. 

My rented boots, which I have 
not so affectionately named 
“uggs,” are thrown from my body. 
My muscles warm, relax, uncramp. 
I cannot bear the thought of going 
back up the hill. I end up watching 
my husband from the bottom for 
two more runs. 
I’m amazed at 
how quick and 
efficient he is. 
Two minutes up the T-bar leads to 
a 10-second run down the hill. 
After what I’ve been through, his 
display of competence is surpris- 
ingly sexy. Effortlessly, he takes a 
jump, becomes airborne and does a 
360 as he grabs the back of his 
snowboard. Punk-ass showoff. 


WHEN WE GET HOME and | pull off 
my wet clothes, I’m only slightly 
amused to note that both my knees 
are fat and blue. My ass is distorted 
and flattened into a blueberry pan- 
cake. Any sex appeal I might have 
once possessed is long gone. And I 
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P Maibe Ski Tune 
$25. 95 iree 2 bits 


ajor Snowboard Tun 
$29 .95 (Reg. $34.95) 
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marmot basin 


josper, alberta, canada 


JASPER, ALBERTA 780.852.3816 skimarmot.com 


Snowboard virgin 


Continued from previous page 


don’t give a shit. 

What have I learned from this 
ordeal? Well, one should learn to 
snowboard in the mountains, where 
you'll get the pleasure of falling in 
snow. Since you'll spend most of 
your time on your ass, pillowy-soft 
snow is much more comfortable 
than chopped ice. Yet even as I 


WINTER ’03 - 


whine and complain about how it 
hurts my collarbone to breathe in, I 
realize with a slight shock that I 
actually enjoyed myself today. I was 
wounded physically, emotionally, 
even psychologically—yet there 
were, however few and fleeting, 
moments of control. 

The prospect of carving through 
virgin powder becomes attractive. 
My husband and I start planning a 
trip to the mountains. The healing 
process begins. © 
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Book now to take advantage of 
these great new offers! 


Mon-Fri 
All room rates include a 
CONTINENTAL 
BREAKFAST! 


VISIT US AT BOOTH 
#104 FOR MORE INFO 


JASPER ‘'S GREAT INDOOR 


* 2 DAY BASIC SKI PACKAGE FROM $208.00 p.p. 
* 2 DAY JASPER IN JANUARY SKI PACKAGE FROM $175.00 p.p. 
* 2 DAY SPA & SKi PACKAGE FROM $270.00 p.p. 
* “3.4.2” SKI PACKAGE STARTING AT $209.00 p.p. 
* 2 DAY HOLIDAY SEASON BED & BREAKFAST 
PACKAGE FROM $141.50 PER PERSON 0ex 26 to Jan 03) 


silicies 
indude 
breakfast! 


Call today for reservations or info, or check our website! 


THE SAWRIDGE 


82 CONNAUGHT DRIVE 
JASPER, AB. 


1-800-661-6427 


WWW.SAWRIDGEJASPER.COM 


subject to availability - taxes applicable - some restrictions apply. 


Aéroplan 


Packages priced per person per padage, based on double occupancy — indudes 
Breakfast gratuity - Sid & Spa package Indudes two $25.00 dinner vouchers and your 
choice of massage or wellness soak 3.4.2 padkege- must check In on a Friday — check 
our website for more Information. Above packages not valid with any other offer - 


Check out our great new winter 


programm ... 


SKI 3-4-2 


Ski 3 days 4 the price of 2 


Package includes a 3 day lift ticket 


for Sat. Sun and Mon with 
Monday’s ticket being 


free!! 


Accommodation is tor Fri, Sat, with 
Sun night's accommodation at 


70% off 


rack rate ... 


Jasper National Park, AB 
Phone: 780-852-4461 

Fax: 780-852-5916 
www.jasperinn.com 

Toll Free North America: 
1-800-661-1933 
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nature the way 
it was intended. 


Ski or Snowboard in 


KELOWNA, 
FERNIE or 
PAN ORAMA 


4-Day Dec. 30 - se me 
or peel Dec. 30 - Jal 


ARS 


Don’t miss out this New Year’s 


Book your package today Ga 
489-SNOW 


Y 
Downhill Riders downhiliriders.com 
SKI & TRAVEL CO. LTD. 


info@downhillriders.com 
Discounted Lift Tickets 


Fernie, Lake Louise and Sunshine 
SAVE on your day lift tickets or bulk purchase and SAVE even more! 
Call today to save on your next ski or snowboard vacation! 
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SAM.TOGPM. SUNDAY TO FRIDAY 
BAM.TO8PM. SATURDAY 


WALKWAY ACROSS FROM STEAM ENGRE 
CONNAUGHT DRIVE, JASPER 
TELEPHONE: 1-888-242-3343 


FAX 780-852-5832 EMAL: EDGE@INCENTRENET 
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Cozy Alpine atmosphere 
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Outdoor Rooftop Hot tub : 
Great Restaurant and Pub Fare 


Rates starting from 


Toll Free 1-800-282-9919 
Wonderful ge By Nature. Email info@whistlersinn.com 
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Located tw the centre of the village 
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Toll free 1-800-661-7343 
www.astoriahotel.com 
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MENS WEST49 TEES 


2 FOR $30.00 


presents 


By JAMES RADKE 


Did skiing lose its cool? 


Within minutes of learning I'm both a 
skier and a snowb<.rder, people will 
inevitably ask which sport | like better. 
Even people who haven’t been on the 
slopes in years start in on the “snow- 
boarding-is-the-wave-of-the-future” spiel 
I've been hearing for the last decade. 

| didn’t just try boarding. | gave it a 
sporting chance—13 years ago, when 
the sport was first gaining popularity. | 
was working as a part-time ski instruc- 
tor and dedicated an entire day to try- 
ing snowboarding. After a few bumps 
and bruises, a variety of terrain and a 


of mine and | decided we would 
become snowboard instructors at 
Canada Olympic Park. We were so 
cool! And loving every lesson we could 
get our hands on. Everyone loved 
snowboarding too; they wanted to 
learn and the sport blossomed. 

When snowboarding rode onto the 
scene, there was a whole not-enough- 
room-on-the-mountain-for-both-of-us 
thing going on. You were either a skier 
or a snowboarder, not both. But when 
new styles of skis started showing up in 
1996, the entire skier population who 
had gone the snowboard way all of a 
sudden jumped back to their new skis. 
Skiing was cool again. Some of us 
couldn’t give it up and decided to 


James Radke is the full-time, on-hill snowboard 
and ski co-ordinator at Calgary’s Canada Olympic 
Park (www.canadaolympicpark.ca) as well as 
COP‘s senior co-ordinator of recreational programs 
and services at its sports school and mountain 
bike park. He’s been a professional snowboard 
instructor for 11 years. Look for his Board Zone 
columns in the weeks ahead. James can be 
contacted at mountainbike@coda.ca. 


lot of time rolling around on the 
ground in a mixture of pain and humil- 
iation, | got the general gist of riding. | 
could maintain some level of control. | 
could sail from one side of the slope to 
the other with relative ease. 
Snowboarding was different and | 
knew it would take some time to get 
used to it. But skiing just didn’t do it 
for me anymore. Skiing had become 
boring and just wasn’t fun. For me, 
snowboarding was the thing to do. It 
was cool, the equipment was cool and 
the clothing was even cooler. In the 
winter of 1992, a ski instructor friend 


stick with snowboarding while 
embracing the new ski technology. 
Our snowboard friends looked at us 
like we were abandoning the sport we 
loved, but we knew better. He who has 
the most toys wins. 

When | would get bored with ski- 
ing, | would snowboard—and vice 
versa. | would get more paid hours at 
COP because | could do and teach 
both disciplines. And jobs in the moun- 
tains were easier to get because | could 
go either way. Yes, | go both ways. 

Snowboarding at this time was 
starting to be the biggest and best 
thing on the slopes and snowboarders 
were sending out the strong message 
that skiing would never be as cool as 
boarding. Of late, however, | dare to 
disagree. It all starts with attitude, and 
skiers are starting to get some of it 
back. After years of stagnation, skiing is 
young, fun and cutting edge again. Ski 
magazines talk of a revolution led by 
risk-taking skiers who catch huge air, 
bash their way through the bumps and 
get amazing amounts of air in the half- 
pipe. The pipes, the former home of 
the snowboard community, is now a 
melting pot. 

But skiing still cannot catch up with 
snowboarding when it comes to growth. 
Since 1991, snowboarding has grown 
238.8 per cent in North America while 
skiing has declined by 26.8 per cent 
(according to the U.S. National Sporting 


_ Goods Association). But there are still 
~ more skiers on the hills than there are 
snowboarders—around 2.4 million more. 


Which do | like better: skiing or 
snowboarding? It depends on the day, 
the snow conditions and on the resort 
I'm at. Some resorts and hills are better 
for snowboarding than skiing. But no 
matter what, | love them both. © 


VUEWEEKLY - @Z. . DECEMBER 18-24, 2003 


A slave to the 
mountain for 
another season 


By MARK RABIN 


s I finally made it onto the 
gondola. All those long, 
painful bus trips in Central America 
and Mexico, those cramped plane 
tides with really bad movies and the 
final, wintry 7,000-kilometre drive 
across Canada were going to pay off. 
The sun was shining, the whole town 
was overflowing with excitement, 
there was a metre of untracked snow 
waiting on the hill and it was open- 
ing day—November 22—on 
Whistler’s Blackcomb Mountain. 

Earlier in the week, there were 
signs of panic everywhere. For most 
of November, precipitation was rela- 
tively nonexistent, pretty shocking 
for a place that had to shut down in 
October due to incessant rains and 
Massive flooding. The temperatures 
were cold enough, however, to make 
snow, so that’s what they did. And 
then, luckily, less than a week before 
Opening day, it dumped three feet 
overnight. All that praying to Ular 
the snow god worked. 

My morning started off a little 
Shakily when I realized that I'd lost a 
glove somewhere between my house 
and the parking lot. Of course, I only 
tealized this after I put on all of my 
gear and had to meet my buddies in 
a few minutes. “Motherfucker!” I 
Said to myself. The last thing I need- 
ed was to lose a glove, especially 
when quality replacements cost so 
much. One step forward, 10 steps 


"T= is it,” 1 thought to myself 
a 


Whistler 


back. I ended up finding a stinky, 
grimy pair in a change room and 
that was settled for the time being. 
Surrounded by good friends and 
great riders, I knew sitting in that 
gondola on opening day was exactly 
where I was supposed to be. Screw 
law school applications, credit card 
debts, crappy jobs and not enough 
sex—I was on my way up the hill, 
headed toward snowy bliss. We 
excitedly fastened our last buckles, 
zippers, helmets, goggles and 
slapped on our boards. Off we went, 


first run of the season, hootin’ and 
hollerin’, five good ski buddies blast- 
ing through fresh, knee-deep pow- 
der, Warren Miller style. 


HAVING BEEN relatively inactive for 
the most of the off-season, I could 
feel my legs burning and straining. 
But there was no stopping me. There 
was no time to stop. With only a 
limited amount of terrain available, 
the snow won't last for long. There’s 
this zone you get into when skiing 
powder and, no matter how much 
pain or what's going on in your life, 
everything takes a back seat to the 
focus and rush of flying through 
deep, fluffy snow. There were points 
in that first run where I thought I 
was going to throw up or pass out 
from overexertion. 

We did a couple more laps of the 
same run, taking advantage of the 
snow, and then decided to hit up the 
Crystal Chair, an ancient three-per- 
son chair on Blackcomb that accesses 
some of Whistler’s best skiing. Some- 
times a slow chair is a worthy sacri- 


Mark Rabih 


fice for unbeatable terrain. Halfway 
up the chair, it stopped cold. We did- 
n’t think anything of it at first. This 
sort of stuff happens on opening day 
when lifts are just getting warmed up 
after a dormant summer. I can han- 
dle a stall for a couple of minutes. 
Twenty minutes later, as we sat there 
suspended in the air, we painfully 
watched skiers cheering as they 
passed below us, eating up the pre- 
cious powder. It was at that moment 
that I remembered a joint that I had 
buried in my jacket pocket! I’m sure 
we weren't the only ones trapped on 
that chair with that idea. We warmed 
up right away. 

After about 45 minutes, the chair 
finally started moving again. At the 
top, Intrawest (the company that 
owns Whistler-Blackcomb) was 
handing out five-dollar food vouch- 
ers and we quickly forgot about the 
last three quarters of an hour. Give 
five dollars’ worth of food to broke 
ski bums and we won’t complain. 
That was the first (and probably last) 
bowl of chili I'll be eating on the 
mountain. The food is outrageously 
priced and it’s not uncommon to 
drop $15 on a burger and fries. Too 
rich for this ski bum. 

As many Whistler ski days go, I 
started out with a large group, but by 
early afternoon I'd managed to make 
a greedy wrong turn and lost every- 
body. With so many runs and chair- 
lift combos possible, even on opening 
day the chances of running into 
them again were slim. I was alone. 
But that gave me an opportunity to 
chat with other skiers on the lifts and 
to reflect on how dropping $1,100 on 
a season's pass was well worth it. The 
first day is always expensive, but 
every day afterwards is free. © 
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Be restaurant & bar 


Saturday Dec 20 


~ ABENEFIT FOR THE GREY, NUNS PALLIATIVE CARE UNIT 


W/ RESONANCE, STEREO THERAPY, 
SUBSTANCE, ano STERILE PAUSE 


TIX $5, NO MINORS 


NDS. 


A/ANTIFREEZE 


Naa aye 
W/ SAMSARA 


TIX $7. DOORS @ 8:30PM 


WARNER RECORDING ARTIST 
FROM HALIFAX 


K 65 w/Guests 
— TIXAVAILABLE MONDAY DEC 22 @ TICKETMASTER, BLACKBYRD & LISTEN 


_ THETIME CIRCUS, CUSP, 
\UL BELLOWS & THE DEAD CANADAS 


for more info, call 492- 2048 or visit www.su.ualberta.ca/events \ 
The Powerplant is a service of Your Students’ Union for UofA Students, staff, 
alumni, and their guests. All shows are io minors unless otherwise stated 


Grab some non-perishable food and head downtown to the Manhattan Club 
(10345-105 St) for this year’s Hip Hop 4 Hunger benefit, featuring local artists 
Darkson Tribe, Politic Live, Peep Game, Blaque Silk and DJs Shortround and 
Echo. Doors are at 9 p.m., and the show starts at 10 p.m. Admission is $8, or $6 
with a food donation. Also, be sure to find time to check out Miami house Dj John 
Julius Knight, spinning down at the Standard. 


Those cowboys in the Corb Lund Band are back in town for their annual 
XXXmas Show, which is taking place at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre (11018-97 
St). Along for the ride are guests Washboard Hank and Lance Loree. This year, 
Lund has a special treat for everyone—the CD release of his rare and cherished 
Modern Pain debut disc, which has only been previously available-as a cassette. 
Tickets are available at Listen, Blackbyrd, Megatunes and Freecloud. 


Lots going on tonight—pop jazz vocalist Shelly Jones is performing at the Side- 
track Café, Montreal hip hop DJ Beckett is in town for the opening of the Godzilla 
vs. Skateboarders exhibit at the Edmonton Art Gallery, and Chicago house DJ 
Heather returns to downtown club Halo for their Christmas soiree. Pick up a 
copy of her new disc, Dancefloor Principals, on Vancouver's Nordictrax. 


It’s the last night of this year’s run of the annual Christmas Carol Project, 
staged at the Roxy Theatre (10708-124 St). Every year, we get to delight in this 
spirited musical retelling of the classic Dickens tale, interpreted by some of 
Edmonton’s finest roots talent. And damn, Bill Bourne may be the nicest guy, but 
he was born to play Scrooge. Show starts at 8 p.m., and tickets are available at 
the Roxy box office or by calling 453-2440. 


You officially have three shopping days until Christmas. You can either maim your 
fellow humans in the mall (if you haven’t finished yet), dress up like a lunatic 
and pretend you're a cosmic Santa, sit back because you don’t celebrate 
Christmas or you could simply enjoy some good cheer with a friend over a pint at 
one of the many fine pubs and lounges around town offering open stages or low- 
key Dj entertainment. Save your energy for Boxing Day. 


The highly educated fellows in local band Niceguy are not your traditional indie 
rockers. Regardless, they’ve paid their dues on the local scene, and now they’re 
ready to unveil their new sophomore album, What Matters, with a big old bash at 
the Sidetrack Café. Another local band of note, the Wowzers, will provide the 
warm-up entertainment. Show starts around 9 p.m. and the cover is a measly $7. 


It's Christmas Eve. Sit back, relax, have a cup of eggnog, talk to friends and family 
and generally enjoy the quiet time. And meditate on the words of the late John 
Lennon, who sang a little song from his bed with Yoko Ono once upon a time, 
with a chorus that went “Give peace a chance.” It’s the sort of sentiment we 
could all live with every day, especially in times like these. Peace on earth, good- 
will to all people. 


Detroit police are investigating a violent bar brawl between White Stripes frontman Jack White and Von Bondies singer 
Jason Stollsteimer.... For the first time in eight years, download-smiting rockers Metallica will return to Edmonton's 
Rexall Place (formerly Skyreach Centre) on March 23, with Godsmack.... On the same day, fans of the fine Australian Nir- 
vana tribute act The Vines can expect to see the group’s new album, Winning Days, show up in stores.... Following in 
the footsteps of Prince and Public Enemy, Pearl Jam has opted not to sign with another major label, and will instead 
offer their music directly to fans via the Internet.... New York-based dance music collective System Recordings is one of 
the first indie labels to sign onto Apple’s iTunes Music Store, allowing fans of Bad Boy Bill, D:Fuse and Max Graham to 
legally download exclusive singles for a small fee.... Maritime rockers The Trews will be performing a free electric set at 
HMV West Ed on December 30. — 
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IT'S OUR BOXING DAY (AND THE DAY AFTER) SALE 


AFTER 20 YEARS, WE ARE HAVING OUR FIRST SALE EVER! 


jiyelds 


Vy elas 


REGULARLY 
PRICED STOCK 


10764 101 St * 429-1476 


OorEMN 10:30AM - G:0O0F Dr 


SALE 
PRICE ITEMS 
FREECLOUD RECORDS 


fsla List 


ZA LD 


Keybea VY Sn oT A 


Yamaha P60 
digital piano 


$4199” 


M-Audio Oxygen 8 
USB MIDI controller 


| yale he WAL’ rate (os (780) 423-4448 
* — 10204-107th AVENUE 


Studious local 
rockers switch up 
their sound on new 
What Matters disc 


By JERED STUFFCO 


one of the great conventions of 

he rock world. Whether you're 
talking about a less-raspy Robert Zim- 
merman deciding to plug in and tune 
out back in the 
’60s, someone like 
David Bowie mak- 
ing a conscious 
choice to completely overhaul their 
sound every five years, or a band 
ditching God Rock for pre-millennial 
noise like U2 did back in the early 
‘90s, it seems pulling a midstream 
musical shift almost always ensures 
musical longevity. The latest Smash 
Mouth album notwithstanding. 

Local rockers Niceguy may not 
be in the same category as Dylan or 
Bowie, but they’ve also undergone a 
major facelift since the release of 
their debut LP, First and Last, two 
years ago. While that album show- 
cased a sound that was dominated 
by pop punk, the band’s bassist 
Geoff Moysa says that for their new 
album, What Matters, they've “torn 
everything down and rebuilt it all.” 

“Tt was mostly just maturing,” he 
says. “It was just one more reason to 
switch. All these people hear your 
music and they think, ‘Oh, you're a 
pop-punk band.’” 

“You start to feel really con- 
strained if you’re playing in a genre 
of music like that,” adds Kieran Hal- 
loran, the band’s singer and tune- 
smith, “especially one where the 
identity is so limited.” 

Perhaps referring to the influx of 
Blink-182s and Good Charlottes, the 
band’s drummer (and Kieran’s older 
brother) Brendan Halloran offers 
some more insight into the band’s 
shift in direction. “It’s just become 
such a ‘thing’ too,” he concedes. 
“I'm not sure if it’s a conscious thing 
or not. But definitely, you start to get 
annoyed by the music that you play. 
It used to be something that I really, 


A: yes, the musical “about-face”— 


Here comes 
the Niceguy 


eROCK 


really liked, but you just start 
annoyed by it. You just realize ¢} 
lot of the bands are garbage.” 
Whatever the reasons behind 
change, the bandmates agree it's 
for the better. So where does ; 
leave Niceguy (which is rounded 
by keyboardist Kristin Pool)? 
ming in a tuneless dirge like | 
Reed during Metal Machine 
Confusing your mom like 
head did when Kid A came out? } 
quite. Take a listen to the ba 
new tunes and you'll notice t 
their sound is more inviting 4 
commercial 
viable than e& 
Sure, it’s pop, 
the boys pr 
that they can still rock—albeit | 
“Jessie's Girl” kind of way. 


THAT'S NOT TO SAY that it’s all 
a breeze for Niceguy. Apparently, 
fact that the band’s members are 
pursuing professional careers (M 
recently completed a master’s de 
and is now in law school while 
his bandmates will shortly be ad 
M.D.s to their surnames) is affec 
their credibility in certain circles 
the Edmonton music communi 
Kieran says, “if you’re trying t0 
school at the same time that yo 
doing music, people think that yo 
not being serious enough ab 
music and consequently they're 
going to take you as seriously 
been a bit of an uphill battle fo! 
sometimes, to really show people 
we’re serious about this.” 

His brother agrees. + 
blown off by a lot of bands,” 
dan says. “They feel like, ‘Hey, 
committed ourselves to this, and 
love it, so you must not love i! 
much as us.’” 

“This is our second album i? 
years, and that’s pretty muc!i 
standard for any working ba" 
Moysa adds proudly before Bre! 
completes his train of thou} 
“We're down with multi-tasking” 
continues. “In my spare tim 
even at work, I’m always thins 
about songs. It’s always there 1" 
back of my mind.” © 


NICEGUY CD RELEASE P: 
Sidetrack Café * Tue, 
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aren Ord teams 

5 with Randy 
achman and gets 
ady to rock 


DAVE JOHNSTON 


ith has always played a major 
ole in Maren Ord’s life. That faith 
was shaken, though, when, after a 
ur-year dance with high-profile 
je label Nettwerk, the local 
iger/songwriter saw her contract 
minated and her career falling 
p a possible limbo. 

“When I was first signed to Net- 
erk,” she says, “it was such an 
portunity to be able to perform in a 
that I could never do on my own, 
t starting off. When that fell 
ough, I felt like I had a choice. For 
first time, [making music] was my 
bice, not something that fell in my 
or this opportunity came or that 
portunity came.” 

Until recently, Ord had been liv- 
in Provo, Utah, playing around 
west coast and staying busy—“I 
ye to be doing something,” she 
ghs. “I like work.” She tried her 
d at acting, appearing in an 
lependent comedy, The RM, about 
ormon missionary who tries to 
rm to his normal life after satisfy- 
his duty to the faith. Ord also 
Nhtributed a song to the sound- 
k. “Too bad I’m not an actress,” 
e laughs. “It was fun to get 
volved with the local scene in 
, though, because it’s huge.” 
Her faith in music was also 
lored by a new management com- 
hy—made up of former Nettwerk 
iployees—and Randy Bachman, 
legendary Canrock powerhouse 
ind bands like BTO and the Guess 
io. They were connected through a 
tual friend who figured that the 
> Mormons would make for a solid 
ative team. After exchanging e- 
Ss, Bachman took advantage of a 
to Provo for a daughter's gradua- 
from Brigham Young Universi- 
not to mention another 


1 he second time was much bet- 

Bachman says. “The first time 
S like your first date—you tiptoe 
und each other. The time at Salt 


, and I told her to bring her fami- 
hey Stayed at the guest house 
we had a great time.” 

he material from those sessions 
Killer, according to the veteran 
er. “I told her that I thought she 
luld rock, and she said she want- 
© tock. I didn’t think [Waiting] 
ld breathe. It went to a volume 
Stayed there, and the songs did- 
feel alive. There were some good 
§° on there and good production, 
‘didn’t get loud and soft.” 


ing care of business 


IT’S AN ASSESSMENT that Ord 
agrees with. “I think it was a soft 
album for what I was going for,” she 
says. “Since I recorded that album—I 
was 18 at the time—five years have 
gone by and I’ve gone through a lot 
of different writing experiences. I go 
through a lot of phases—I write a lot 
of ballads, because that’s how I feel at 
the time. I’ve been listening to punk, 
so I’ve been trying to write songs 
from that angle now, which is kind 
of fun. I’ll say it’s easy to write a bal- 
lad, but it’s an accomplishment [for 
me] to be able to do more than that.” 

With the heavy hitters involved 
in the making of Waiting—the album 
was produced by Stephen Hague 
(New Order, the Pretenders)—Ord 
says she had to make substantial 
compromises. “There was a lot of 
stuff that I wanted on the record that 


e\POP 


was never put on. At that time, a lot 
of the songs were written when I was 
15, so I didn’t have that much expe- 
rience in writing. Several years of 
experience writing and performing 
with other artists since has helped.” 
Bachman discovered what Ord 
liked—Dashboard Confessional and 
Ben Kweller, to name a couple of 


TRANSATLANTIC III 


TUE DEC 


melnyk (to, lend, vf) 


electro (clean & dirty), ecstatic pop, 
anthemic beats 


Lee Modern (couniown vrcower) 


spaceaged bachelor, maximum rib, 
stomping soul classics 


Blue vay (resident, saturdays suck) 


indie, punk, and glam rock faves 
from 1964 to 2004 


- 10333-112 $T + 421-1326 - 


FREE EARLY SHOW [ 7PM ] CBC TAPING OF... 


FRE: KUBADONICS 


favourites—and he immediately knew 
what he could offer her. “Listening to 
her first CD and meeting her, you'd 
have no idea that she’d like that [kind 


of stuff],” he says. “She likes these big 
choruses and distorted guitars. You'd 
think she’s an acoustic folkie.” 

The genial rocker is convinced 
that the results from their sessions 
will transform the public’s percep- 
tion of what Ord is capable of. 
“We're in a brand-new chapter of 
her life,” he says. 

Ord is equally optimistic about 
the future. “I’m making it happen,” 
she says simply, “and I’m very excit- 
ed about it.” © 

MAREN ORD 
Sidetrack Café * Sat, Dec 20 (7pm) 
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SUNDAY BRUNCH AT THE SIDETRACK CAFE : 


DON'T FORGET, EVERY SUNDAY WE HAVE A BREAKFAST BRUNCH THAT RUNS FROM 10AM TO 2PM... 


: NEW MENU ENTREES FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON! 


+ MMMMM... THE SIDETRACK OUTDOES ITSELF ON IT'S NEW WINTER MENU OF ENTREES AND MUNCHIE 


: NEW TO THE SIDETRACK CAFE....MARTINI & SHOOT! 


IDLE UP TO THE COWLEY C R AND CHECK IT OUT! 


Travy D (thursday night shokedowe & 
stellar wednesdoys) britoop, sisties bet, 
mod theme songs 


| COMING SOON: AMERICA ROSA 27:*, GRANNY DYNAMITE 28 
| 
| 


$ Master F (blockdeg tuesdays) 

deep dark northern soul, sko, and reggae 

essentiols | 
| 
| 


Tickets $6 in advance, $8 ot door 

Available ot New City, Freecloud, 

listen, Sound Connection, and Blackbird. a 
Doors 9 pm tll ate, Dress to Impress, 


BIG TIME 
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Another roadside attraction 


The Kubasonics ¢ Sidetrack Café « 
Thu, Dec 18 When local songwriter 
Brian Cherwick noticed that the high- 
ways of western Canada were lined 
with dozens of giant monuments com- 
memorating things like mosquitoes, 
Easter eggs and sausages, he did more 
than simply take a snapshot and keep 
on trucking. Instead, he did what all 
great musicians do when they’re con- 
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fronted with something uniquely 
inspiring—he went to work and wrote 
an album. 

The result? A record entitled Giants 
of the Prairies, the second effort from 
Cherwick and his Kubasonics, who’ve 
made a splash in local circles with their 
high-energy mix of trash polka, tradi- 
tional Ukrainian tunes and, um, meat- 
throwing contests. Perhaps in a bid to 
Kubasonify the concept of giant prairie 
monuments, Cherwick did some 
research and picked eight that related 
specifically to Ukrainian culture. “I 
picked out towns where the popula- 
tions are predominantly Ukrainian,” he 
says. “| was left with eight [monu- 
ments], and those are the ones that | 
talk about on the album.” 

As with most great cultural devel- 
opments in Canada, sooner or later 
the CBC came calling. “The gig is for 
a taping of [CBC arts and culture pro- 
gram] Cultureshock, a show were they 
feature religious traditions and focus 
on regional ethnic groups,” Cherwick 


Meth radical 


explains. “They were doing son 
thing on Ukrainians and how it som, 
how relates to all the gigantic crap 
the highways.” 

Needless to say, the Kubasonic; , 
about as Canadiana as they coma 
“I've also got a song about hoy, 
make blood sausage,” he 
“Ukrainian culture in Canada really \; 
fish out of water, because peop) | 
the Ukraine can’t really relate to wh, 
we do here.” 

Since Cherwick holds docto; 
degrees in Ukrainian culture and o 
nomusicology, | decided our intery; 
wouldn't be complete until | found 
what he had to say about the gig 
baseball bat down on 118 Stree 
“Um, | guess it’s probably a big phaji 
symbol,” he says. “To spur on all 
hookers, | guess.” (JS) 


The Redscare diaries 


The Redscare ¢ With the py 
Effect and Rosetta Stone « Stars 
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j, Dec 19 While the major labels are 
riously looking for the next big thing 
-move a million units, it’s good to 
iow there are still bands out there 
ho care more about moving people. 
y the Redscare, a three-piece hailing 
pm Vancouver (well, Tsawwassen, 
tually) making music that actually 
eans something to listeners is much 
re important than the quick fix of 
ing the flavour of the month. Lead 
ger/drummer Matt Walsh remem- 
rs a time when albums were trea- 
ed commodities that fans listened 
until they were implanted in their 
ins forever, not just until something 
appeared on the horizon. 

‘People who like those bands buy 
records,” he says, “and live with 
se records. If | think of all the 
usands of times I’ve listened to 
azi or the Pixies or stuff like that.... 
se records are just a part of my life 
d they mean a lot to me and 
lere’s a lot of people out there who 
that same way.” 

The Redscare’s brash pop sound 
es a lot to Frank Black and, like the 
ies, they’re a bit of an acquired 
te. But once they get their hooks in 
u, there’s no turning back. Their 
phomore disc, Eight Pieces of 
imer, was recorded by Walsh at his 
dio and came out early this year on 
nage Rampage Records. The band 
orded it in fits and starts whenever 
y had time between playing and 
rking. It made for a relaxed process 
t Walsh says it felt unfinished some- 
w—so for their next record they’re 
ing time out to record it all at once 
Give it more direction. 

That's not to say Walsh is an obses- 
perfectionist; still, he feels music 
uld be a challenge to listeners, not 
ift. That attitude won't endear the 
ind to A&R reps but it’s helped them 
ate good, honest music that reflects 
, warts and all. “How many bands 
you really love have perfect musi- 
nship?” asks Walsh. “Every band has 
'ngo Starr—every good band, any- 
y. And it’s not really about playing 
perfection or anything. It’s about 
perfection—humanity. The songs 
somehow empty if they sound 
t from the first listen.” 

He remembers when his sister sat 
down years ago and made him lis- 
to his first Misfits record. It wasn’t a 
ent of instant gratification, but the 
inning of a lifelong passion. “| know 
P down I'd like to tell people it was 
the second coming of Christ and | 
off the wagon and threw my Prince 
rds in the garbage or some shit,” 


he says. “But really, | didn’t know what 
to think. At the end | was like, ‘What is 
that?’ It’s kind of fucked-up, but | didn’t 
know what to think. | had to listen to 
the whole thing again and again. It’s a 
curiosity you build on and eventually 
you really like the record.” (PD) 


All we need is Resonance 


Resonance ¢ With Substance, 
Stereo Therapy and Sterile Pause 
¢ Power Plant (U of A) ¢ Sat, Dec 
20 If there’s one thing that David Ack- 
erman, vocalist/guitarist with local 
rockers Resonance, has learned since 
his band formed four years ago, it’s 
that you should never put too much 
trust in booking agents. “We almost 
lost a show once because a club man- 
ager messed up our name,” laughs 
Ackerman, sounding less annoyed 
than you might expect. “He mistook 
us for Reverence, which was another 
band altogether, and almost gave 
them a show. | guess you don’t trust 
club owners to be too smart.” 

Not many musicians will go on the 
record questioning the intelligence of 
local booking agents, but Resonance 
isn’t your typical rock band. Just ask 
Ackerman what he thinks of commer- 
cial radio and you'll get an inkling of 
where he and his band are coming 
from: “We don’t sound like Metallica 
and we don’t sound like Nickelback,” 
he says. “I mean, | can’t even listen to 
the Bear anymore; it’s just the same 
stuff over and over.” 

Ackerman says that while the band 
does have a melodic sensibility that 
could be described as commercially 
viable, that tendency is tempered by 
enough of an eclectic approach to 
move them onto the fringes of the 
mainstream. “I think we’re kind of on 
the edge,” Ackerman says. “We're not 
‘out there’ enough to attract the fringe 
crowd, but at the same time we're not 
commercial enough to be played on 
the radio. We'll either be a smashing 
success or a dismal failure.” 

We'll have to see which path they 
wind up taking. Meanwhile, the band is 
currently halfway through recording a 
new album, which Ackerman says bears 
the very un-Beatle-esque working title 
All We Need Is Love. “We're a little more 
fatalistic than that,” he says. “All the 
songs are generally dark, and with cur- 
rent events being what they are, the 
songs have become more political.” 

Saturday’s show is also a benefit 
for the Grey Nuns Hospital Palliative 
Care Unit, so don’t be afraid to show 
some Christmas goodwill and plunk 


down some of those hard-earned dol- 
lars for a good cause. (JS) 


Raising moolah for Mubula 


Do It for the Kids 3 Featuring 7 
and 7 Is, Sleeping Girl, Down for 
the Count, All Purpose Voltage 
Heroes and the Social Wire « 
Queen Alexandra Hall (10425 
University Ave) » Sat, Dec 20 (all 
ages) Once again, local grass roots 
production company Black Dot is 
putting on a hall show to raise cash 
and awareness for youth-oriented 
charities. Last year organizer, Eli Klein 
says, they managed to raise nearly 
$1,500 for two local charities. This 
year the operation is being scaled back 
a little, but the focus will be more far- 
reaching. As in years past, some of the 
money will go to the iHuman Society, 
a music and arts studio set up to help 
troubled local youth, but the rest will 
go to the Village School and Develop- 
ment Aid Society, a group which is 
seeking funds to build a school in 
Mubula, Zambia. 

There are 800 children living in 
Mubula, but only 100 can fit in the 
school. The society, chaired by Patrick 
Mpulubusi a local man originally from 
Mubula, wants to raise $30,000 to 
build a new school. Klein says the 
cause caught his eye because of its 
small, concrete objective. “| saw the 
goal and | thought it was totally 
doable for the group,” he explains 
“So \|'m just trying to pitch in a little 
bit at least to help these guys out. 
That's 700 kids who aren’t moving 
along or being able to help themselves 
or just being helped, period. We 
wouldn’t allow it in our own commu- 
nities. We wouldn’t allow 700 kids to 
be running around in any neighbour- 
hood without a school. We’d find 
some funding to do it. | think it’s some 
sort of duty to step in and help.” 

When Klein was younger, his love 
of punk rock and his anger at the 
world’s injustices often came together 
in a political fury. His attitude has 
calmed down a bit in the intervening 
years, but not his desire for change. 
Instead of spraypainting slogans and 
attending protest rallies, he’s using his 
anger and his musical connections to 
achieve positive ends. “| guess the 
need to spread the word of injustice 
has never left me,” he says. “Using the 
tools | have at my disposal—which is 
some sort of access to the scene—is 
my own way to get the word out. Peo- 
ple can be aware just by being at the 
show that these issues exist.” (PD) @ 
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X-MAS FROM HELL! 


Get your pic with Satan Claus! 
Dress up and GET DOWN! 


i Thursday! 

actory 

$1.50 hiballs & 2.50 Jager 
ALL NIGHT LONG!!! 


ise A3 3 
Transatlantic Ill 
DJ Melnyk - London & Lee Modern - Van 
w/ Bluejay, Travy - 0, S Master F 


Brit Pop, Northern Soul 
& All the Mod Cons. 


Wed. Dec. Z4 
5th Annual 


Bishops Turkey Dinner 


no cover, dinner served at 7 
$6.75 for turkey ala Bishop 


Fri. Dec. Z6 
Boxing Day fe 


OLD eae bY BIRTHDAY 


Bud Pluggst PE ns Mikey 


Greg Greenleese 


Z$ off cover with Food bank donation 
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1. Joe Strummer & The Mescaleros — Streetcore (helicat) 
2. The Dixie Hummingbirds — Diamond Jubilation (rounder) 
3. Blink 182 — Blink 182 (geffen) 
4. Just Because I’m A Women — Songs Of 
Dolly Parton (Sugar hill) 
5. Outkast —- Speakerbox/The Love Below (arista) 
6. The Floor — Autonomy Off/On (the floor) 
7. Emmylou Harris — Stumble Into Grace (nonesuch) 
8. Beautiful — A Tribute To Gordon Lightfoot (northem blues) 
9. Sarah McLachlan — Afterglow (nettwerk) 
10. The Faunts — High Expectations/Low Results (faunts) 
11. Mark Lanegan — Here Comes That Weird Chill (beggars) 
12. Blackie & The Rodeo Kings — Bark (true north) 
13. Story Of The Year — Page Avenue(maverick) 
14. Johnny Cash — The Man Comes Around (american) 
15. Against Me! — As The Eternal Cowboy (fat) 
16. The Shins — Chutes Too Narrow (sub pop) 
17. Guided By Voices - Human Amusements 
At Hourly Rates (matador) 
18. The Rapture — Echoes (vertigo) 
19. Jim Guthrie — Now, More Than Ever (threegut) 
20. Paul Westerberg - Come Fee! Me Tremble (vagrant) 
21. Van Morrison —Whats Wrong With This Picture? (blue note) 
22. Harry Manx & Kevin Breit — Jubilee (northem blues) 
23. Most Precious Blood — Our Lady Of Annihilation — 
24. The Distillers — Coral Fang (hellcat) 
25. Rufus Wainwright —- Want One (dreamworks) 
26. Sieve Winwood — About Time (sci fidelity) 
27. Edie Brickell — Volcano (universal) 
28. iron & Wine —- The Sea & The Rhythm (Sub pop) 
29. Anti-Flag — The Terror State (fat) 
30. Petra Haden & Bill Frisell -S/T (true north) 


THE RHEOSTATICS 


MAPLE SERUM: 
RHEOSTATICS LIVE AT THE 
HORSESHOE TAVERN - DVD 


Recorded entirely in 5.1 digital 
surround sound, this live DVD was 
recorded during the Rheostatics’ 
first ‘Fall Nationals’, at Toronto's 
legendary Horseshoe Tavern. The full 
length concert, which including such Rheos fan 
favourites as “P.I.N”, “Record Body Count’, “Dope 
Fiends”, and “Bad Time To Be Poor”, draws from 

their illustrious twelve album career. On sale now. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


Fax your free listings to 
426-2889 or 

e-mail them to 
listings@vue.ab.ca 
Deadline is Friday at 
3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Rusty 
Reed; no cover 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Looker (pop/rock) 


DUSTER’S PUB Every Thu: 
Jam 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) Mo Lefever 


HUDSONS TAP HOUSE VIP 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Rubberarm 


RYTHYM AND BREWS 
Every Thu: Open stage/jam 
with the River City Rhythm 
Kings; 8:30-midnight; 490- 
5504 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Dave Hiebert 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Chuck 
Belhuimer 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Jimmy Whiffen 


SIDETRACK CAFE Early 
show: The Kubasonics (CBC 
taping), 7pm; Late Show: Kit 
Kat Club, 9pm, $8 


URBAN LOUNGE Crush; no 
cover 


CLASSICAL 


STANLEY MILNER 
LIBRARY THEATRE 
Apocalypse Kow’s Christmas 
Kabaret (a cappella quintet); 
6:30pm; tickets available by 
phone at 439-5699 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Lo Ball 
Night: top 40 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the 
DDK Soundsystem 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
Majestikal Thursdays: house 
with Transient, Josh, LP 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
ON WHYTE Sleeman 
Method Thursdays: hip hop, 
downtempo with DJ 
Headspin 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo: with D] 
S.W.A.G. 


GAS PUMP Every Thu: 
Ladies Nite: Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin 
Nights; free dance lessons 8- 
9:30pm 


MANHATTAN CLUB Hip 
Hop 4 Hunger Food Bankd 
Benefit with Politic Live, 
Peep Game, Blaque Silk, Djs 
Shortround and Echo; 9pm 
(door), 10pm (show); $8 
(without Food Bank dona- 
tion)/$6 (with non-perish- 
ablbe food item) 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


YOUR GUIDE TO LIVE MUSIC IN EDMONTO 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Rub-A-Dub 
Thursday: rocksteady, dub 
reggae with Dj Jeebus and 
the Operation Redication 
Sound System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Progress: electro/new wave 
with D] Miss Mannered and 
guests 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Thu: D] Butter 


THE ROOST Rotating 
shows: Ladonna’s Review, 
Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game with DJ 
Jazzy second and last 
Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


SAVOY Funk w/Bob 
Trampoline and Ben 


SEEDY’S Kicked in the Teeth 
Thursdays with D] Liloyd 


THE STANDARD Spin 
Thursdays: John Julius 
Knight, Tripswitch, Nestor 
Delano, Dan Costa; $15 
(adv)/$20 (door); tickets. 
available at Foosh, 
Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Substance: hip hop/R&B end 
of exams jam with 
Spincycle, Invinceable, J- 
Money, Sean B 


YOUR APARTMENT 
Thursday Night Shake 
Down: Motown, northern 
soul, funk, ‘60s pop with Djs 
Travyd and Alex Zwolf 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Sue 
Foley; $3 


BONNIE DOON HALL 
Santa Ain’t Comin (Whole 
World Been Bad): Rusty Reed 
Band; 8pm (door); $15, 
bring a toy for Santa’s 
Anonymous or food for the 
Food Bank; tickets available 
at Southside Sound, 
Blackbyrd, by phone at 984- 
3601 


CAPITAL HILL PUB Alfie 
Zappacosta; $10 (adv)/$12 
(door) 

CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Silverhawk (country/rock); 
PIANO BAR: Every Fri: Jo 
Ann Paul; 5:30pm-8pm 
CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Looker (pop/rock) 
DUSTERS PUB Trace 
Jordans 

FATBOYZ Patsy Amico and 
Brian Gregg (folk, blues, 
country, originals) 

44 MAGNUM CLUB Sinner 
Street 

FOURROOMS | 
(DOWNTOWN) Don 
Berner 


HIGHRUN Life With a 
Woodpecker 


HUDSONS TAP HOUSE VIP 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
The McDades; 7:30pm; $19 
(adult)/$10 (14 yrs and 
under); tickets available by 
phone at 496-8787 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB SIN 
LEGENDS PUB Ruminators 


(rock); no cover 


LONGRIDERS Reagan's 
Cousin 


MILL WOODS UNITED 
CHURCH African Drums Tell 
the Nativity Story: Global 
Hand Drummers Foundation 
of Canada (African song, 
music, dance); 8pm; $10 
(adult adv)/$12 (adult, 
door)/youth 12 and under 
free; proceeds support the 
Beads of Hope campaign for 
global HIV/AIDS relief; 
tickets available by phone at 
463-2202/418-3242 


LA P‘TITE SCENE Every Fri: 
open stage; 8pm-3am 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Gord Bamford (country) 


RED'S Exit 303; $4 (after 
8pm)/free (before 8pm) 


SEEDY’S LeFuzz, John Henry 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Dave Hiebert 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Chuck 
Belhuimer 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Jimmy Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE) Boom Boom 
Kings 

SIDETRACK CAFE Rubber 
Soul (Beatles tribute); 9pm; 
$10 


SPIKES Musaic; dinner, 
dance; 7pm (door), 9pm- 
Tam (dance) 


UKRAINIAN CULTURAL 
CENTRE Corb Lund Band, 
Lance Loree, Washboard 
Hank; no minors licenced 
event; 8pm (door); $14 
(adv); tickets available at 
Blackbyrd, Freecloud, Listen 


UNCLE GLENN’S Mr. Lucky 
(blues, boogie, R&B); 
9:30pm-1:30am; no cover 


URBAN LOUNGE Crush; $5 


ZENARI’S ON 15ST Kelly 
Alanna 


SLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Christmas Bureau Caroling: 
Carol sing-a-long with 
Leonard Ratzlaff (conduc- 
tor), carolers from 15 of 
Edmonton’s choirs, accom- 
panied by Jeremy Spurgeon 
(Davis concert organ); in 
support of the Christmas 
Bureau of Edmonton; (noon- 
1pm); free; donations to the 
Christmas Bureau of 
Edmonton will be accepted 
at Winspear Centre or by 
calling the pledge line at 
429-5151 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Handel's Messiah: Presented 
by the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra; 8pm; $25-$65 
(discounts for 
student/senior); tickets avail- 
able at Winspear box office 


DJS 


THE ARMOURY Top 
40/dance 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with Dj Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Urban with Invinceable, Q.B. 
and guests 


COWBOYS Ladies Night: top 
40 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Affaire 
IWlicite: industrial, noise, neo- 
classical with Verlaag and 
Xerxes 


DECADANCE NIGHTCLUB 
Higher Education: 
house/trance with Djs Big 
Daddy, Trapz and guests 


DONNA Silk: house with 
Winston Roberts and guests 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Shake 
Yo’ Ass: with Dj Serial K 


GAS PUMP Every Fri: Top 
40/dance with Dj Christian 


HALO Camaro retro with DJ 
Davey James 


THE JOINT Fresh Fridays: 
Urban by Urban Metropolis 
Sound Crew 


MANHATTAN CLUB R&B 
Fridays: hip hop/R&B with 
DJ Mad Noise 

NEW CITY New City’s X- 
Mas Party From Hell: Dj’s 
The New City Crue; $5 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Fri: DJ Butter 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro 
Blitz: best new European 
music with DJ Outtawak, DJ 
Jazzy and male stripper; 
Downstairs: female stripper; 
$4 (member)/$6 (non-mem- 
ber) 


ROXY ON WHYTE Babylon 
Fridays: retro/R&B/dance 
with Dj Extreme 


SAVOY Eclectronica with 
Djs Bryana, Chris 

THE STANDARD Triple X 
Fridays: Top 40/dance 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Battle 
of the Bands: live band 
event with Brian 


STONEHOUSE PUB 
Alternative, house, hip hop, 
top 40 with DJ Rage and Dj 
Weezle; 9pm 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
House/trance/techno with 
Crunchee, Lego, Sam | Am, 
Optimus Prime 

Y AFTERHOURS 
House/trance with 
Tripswitch, Sureshock, MC 
Flopro, LP, Juicy, Derkin, Old 
Bitch 


YOUR APARTMENT House 
with Dj Tomek 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT The 
Patrons featuring Mike and 
guests; 9pm; 430-9200 
BLACK DOG Every Sat: Hair 
of the Dog; 4pm; 

BLUES ON WHYTE Sue 
Foley; $3 

BUD’S LOUNGE (ST. 
ALBERT) Rob Hollis; 9pm; 
$5 


CAPITAL HILL PUB Alfie 
Zappacosta; $10 (adv)/$12 
(door) 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Silverhawk (country/rock); 
PIANO BAR: Every Sat: Jo 
Ann Paul; 5:30pm-8pm 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Looker (pop/rock) 


DRUID Every Sat: Hampd 
Brown; 3-7pm 


EDMONTON ART 

GALLERY Godzilla vs 
Skateboarders After Dark 
with Dj Beckett (Montreal 
7pm; $15; tickets availaty 
by phone at 422-6223 

44 MAGNUM CLUE 5; 
Street; Saturday Jam 3-7, 


FOUR ROOMS 


(DOWNTOWN) Don, 
Berner 


HIGHRUN Life With a 
Woodpecker 


HUDSONS TAP House 


J.J.’S Metal Christmas Py 
with live bands 


JOHN WALTER MUsE\) 
The McDades; 7:30pm; § 
(adult)/$10 (14 yrs and 

under); tickets available 
phone at 496-8787 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 5)\\ 
Exit 303 (CHECK) 


LEGENDS PUB Ruminat. 
(rock); no cover 


LONGRIDERS Latin Xmas} 
Bash: Equiz Band; $6 (adj) 


O’BYRNE’S Every Sat: C 
Wynters and Scott Peters 
6pm 
POWERPLANT Resonand 
Stereo Therapy, Substancd 
Sterile Pause; no minors; 
benefit for the Cross Can 
GI Unit 


RATTLESNAKE SALOOM, 
Gord Bamford (country) 
RED’S Exit 303; $4 (after 
8pm)/free (before 8pm) 
RENDEZVOUS PUB Mri 
Betheron, Quietus 


SEEDY’S Some Won Spit, 
The Methodical Breed 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Dave Hiebe 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Chuck 
Belhuimer 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Jimmy Whiffen 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE) Boom Boom 
Kings 

SIDETRACK CAFE Shell 
Jones and RB5; 9pm; $7 


UNCLE GLENN'S Mr. Lud 
(blues, boogie, R&B); 
9:30pm-1:30am; no cove 


URBAN LOUNGE Crush 
CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Handel's Messiah; Presenlé 
by the Edmonton Symph 
Orchestra; 8pm; $25-$65 
(discounts for 

student/senior); tickets 2¥ 
able at Winspear box offi 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Top “0 
dance 


BACKROOM VODKA 5 
Flava: hip hop with 
Shortround and Echo 
BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE ®'8 
Mouth Entertainment 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUS 
Brendan's Sausage Party: 
obscure indie rock with © 
Ballhog 

BOOTS Flashback Satur 
retro dance, house with | 
Derrick 
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5 NIGHTCLUB 
. dance with DJ 
aser 
NIGHTCLUB 
unity: house/techno 
D| I Nightcrawler, guests 


LOUNGE Urban 
inceable Bomb Squad 
ests 
Deep lounge house 
, Pillar, Bryan Beca 
pests 


McNASTY’S Shake 
"with D} D-Lusion 


mP Every Sat: Top 
ce with DJ Christian 
H with Junior 

, Remo 

pINT Get a Nightlife: 
p/idance/urban 


TTAN CLUB Sinful 
s; top 40/dance 


y and Nikrofeelya 


Bn rsNAKE SALOON 
Sat: Dj Butter 


1OOST Upstairs: 
yeme parties with 
y- New music with Dj 
d Mike; Downstairs: 
music; $4 (mem- 
(non-member) 
ON WHYTE Session 
Bay. dance/R&B, hip 
ith D| Extreme 
By SKYE BAR LOUNGE 
: the Skye: R&B/hip 
ith People’s DJ 
| eep house with 
pn Roberts 


is NIGHTCLUB Battle 
Bands: live band 


OUSE PUB Top 40 
D} Clay 
AFTER DARK Soul 
Urban with Urban 
ppolis Sound Crew 


HGHT AFTERHOURS 
trance with Jeff Hillis, 
unchee, Dj Danae 
ests; 18+; 2am-10am 


HOURS Charlie 
m, Donovan, Juicy, 
dny Donohue, Saint 


| 
| 
| 
: 


APARTMENT Nordic 
dat Dj Dennis Zaz 
ackman Powers 


IVE MUSIC 


DOG FREEHOUSE 
(9pm-midnight) 
no cover 


ON WHYTE Soul 
2 Go (funk); no cover 


WALTER MUSEUM 

BMcDades; 7:30pm; $19 

)/$10 (14 yrs and 

); tickets available by 
at 496-8787 


KNIGHT PUB Exit 


INE’S Every Sun: Joe 
Irie jam; 9:30pm 


RACK CAFE Under 
Over Sundays: wit! 

j 8pm (Door), 
Music); $6 


Bussicat 


Every Sun: Thomas 
) 5:30-9pm 
PEAR CENTRE 
bn Atamian: Canadian 
er Orchestra with 
Grzegorz Nowak; 
$33.25-$50 


Lbs 


NIGHTCLUB 


§ Night: urban with Dj 
table 


DANCE NIGHTCLUB 
'P Sundays: 


House/trance with Big 
Daddy, Trapz, MD 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
Industry Sundays: top 40, 
dance/R&B 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Atmosphere: funk, 
rare groove, hip hop with Dj 
Cool Curt 

THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer 
Bash: every long weekend 
with Dj Jazzy; $2 

SAVOY French Pop: mixed 
with Deja Dj 


LIVE MUSIC 


| BLUES ON WHYTE Soul 


Food 2 Go (funk); no cover 


| DRUID Chris Wynters and 


friends, farewell to Colin 
Melnyk and special quests; 
donation for the food bank 


| GRINDER Every Mon: Open 


stage/acoustic jam hosted 
by the Bartman; 8pm 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 


The McDades; 7:30pm; $19 


(adult)/$10 (14 yrs and 
under); tickets available by 
phone at 496-8787 


L.B.’S PUB Every Mon: 


| open stage with Randy 


Martin; 9pm-2am 
O’BYRNE’S Every Mon: The 
Fabulous Suchy Sisters; 
9:30pm 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Tim Becker 
SIDETRACK CAFE Every 


Mon: open stage with Ben 
Spencer; 9pm; no cover 


New [City] 


our party 
other parties Feel inadequate 


DUS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Indie rock with Penny and 
the Jets 

DUSTER’S Every Mon: Dj 

Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ S.W.A.G, 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Soul 
Food 2 Go (funk); no cover 


DRUID Every Tue: open 
stage with Chris Wynters 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
The McDades; 7:30pm; $19 
(adult)/$10 (14 yrs and 
under); tickets available by 
phone at 496-8787 


O’'BYRNE’S Every Tue: 
Celtic night with Shannon 
Johnson and friends; 9:30pm 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Chuck 
Belhuimer 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Tim Becker 
SIDETRACK CAFE Niceguy 
(CD release party), The 
Wowzers; 9pm; $7 
YARDBIRD SUITE Tuesday 


Jam Session: hosted by 8pm 
(door), 9pm (show); $3 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Karaoke and Dj Tues with 
Run Riot Professional Music 
Productions 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Digital Underdogg 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 


es Cin 


40 with Dj Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Bashment Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reggae/dancehall 
with Bomb Squad, Dj 
Invinceable, Q.B. 


DUSTER’S PUB Dj “Name a 
Tune” Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Twisted Trivia; with DJ Whit- 
Ford 


GAS PUMP Every Tue: 
Karaoke contest with DJ 
Gord 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Transatlantic Ill 
Melnyk (London, UK), Lee 
Modern (Vancouver), Blue 
Jay, Travy D, S Master F; 
9pm (door); $6 (adv)/$8 
(door); tickets available at 
New City, Freecloud, Listen, 
Sound Connection, 
Blackbyrd 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion 
industrial/EBM/electro/goth 
with Nik Rofeelya 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Tue: Dj Butter, two- 
step lessons with Leon 


THE ROOST Hot Butt 
Contest: with Dj Janny; 8- 
midnight; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


SEEDY’S Electro-trash: elec- 
tro/punk funk with Dj Miss 
Mannered 


URBAN LOUNGE D| Gilligan 
and Jet (Las Vegas); $5 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Every Wed: open mic 
hosted by Dan Holden; 
8:30pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE Michael 


Edwards Band; no cover 


HUDSONS TAP HOUSE 
Darrell Barr 


O’BYRNE’S Every Wed: Chris 
Wynters and friends; 9:30pm 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Every Wed: Northern 
Bluegrass Circle Music 
Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm; 434-5997 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Every Wed: Little 
Flower open stage hosted by 
Brian Gregg; 8pm; 429-3624 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Chuck 
Belhuimer 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Tim Becker 


Dus 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Wild Cherry: deep 
house/progressive/breaks 
with Tripswitch and guests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: country, roots 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with D] Stephan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix 
Tape Bar Star College Nite: 
with Dj Rock ‘n’ Rogers 


GAS PUMP Every Wed 
Karaoke contest with Dj 
Gord 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Every Wed: Dj Butter 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip 
Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky with 
Dj Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


SEEDY’S Rockabilly 
Wednesdays; Hotrod Heehaw 


STARS NIGHTCLUB 
Appreciation Wednesdays: Hip 
hop, R&B, reggae, Soul with 
Reno and Mr. ‘O’ 


YOUR APARTMENT Big 
Rock Indie Rock Night: indie 
rock with Dj 
Shouldbeinaband 


Years EVE 


makes all 


10081 Josper Ave. Polodium Build. 
coll 429-CLUB for more info 


3 COURSE ROAST 4 29) 
BEER DINNER [9% 


WIVATRIP-EOR TWO) 
ABOARD THE MAGICBL Ny 
NU \KELOU Ki 


CAPILANO 


DEC 10-20. DAVE WIEDERT 


WEST MALL 


DEC 19-20. JIMMY WHIFEEH 
DEC 22-24, 2C-27. TIM BECHER 


DOWNTOWN 


DEC 19-20. HUGH BELNUIMER 
DEC 23-24,20-27. HUGH RELUUIMER 


WHYTE AVE 


DEC 19-20. ROOM BOOM NINGS 
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Afterglow 
(2. SHERYL CROW 
Very Best Of 
3. JOSH GROBAN 
Closer 


4. DIDO 
Life For Rent 


5. NELLY FURTADO 
Folklore 


| 6. OFFSPRING 
Splinter 


7. NO DOUBT 
Singles 1992-2003 


8. BEATLES 
Let It Be....Naked 


9. HIGKELBACK 
Long Road (Ltd Ed) 


10- ROD STEWART 
As Time Goes By 


2. FINDING NEMO 
3. BAD BOYS Il 


4, LORD OF THE RINGS: 
Two TOWER 


5. XZ ; X-MEN UNITED 
&. INDIANA JONES SET 
7, FAMILY GUY: SEASON 1&2 
&, ULTIMATE GRETZKY 


9, BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER 
_ SEAS5 


10. SHANIA TWAIN : UP! LIVE 


1. PIRATES OF THE E CARIBBEAN ; 


root 
down 


By JENNY FENIAK 


Lint culture 


The Fuzz ¢ With John Henry « 
Seedy’s ¢ Fri, Dec 19 As guys with 
kids, the local foursome the Fuzz does- 
n't travel far from home—but you'd 
never know it from their multilingual 
songs and international instrumenta- 
tion. Technically, the Fuzz was born 
from the ashes of Hookahman, a local 
folk fusion/world beat band founded in 
the early ‘90s by Frank Bessai and Jason 
Kodie. “[The Fuzz] became sort of a 
weaning process from Hookahman,” 
Kodie explains. “Frank and | continuing 
with the fiddle and accordion and 
exploring that further and now we're 
ready to go crunchy metal and away 
from the polkas.” They’ve always taken 
a personable, humourous approach to 
performing, but mastering metal 
might take a while—even though the 
group does have an Africanized Led 
Zeppelin cover in their repertoire. 
Self-proclaimed “white Alberta 
boys,” the Fuzz performs and sing in five 
different languages, including Spanish, 


Russian and Hungarian. The band’s 
name actually changes depending on 
the community they’re performing for— 
they bill themselves as Los Fuzz for their 
Spanish performances, for instance. “It’s 
funny,” says Kodie. “The French songs 
that we sing and I’ve written are about 
love. The Russian songs are about beer 
and the Spanish songs are about mov- 
ing, sort of about being in transition. So 
themes have crept up from within and 
that was just a natural thing.” 

Bessai has lived in Nicaragua, while 
Kodie has spent time in Europe and 
Quebec, an experience that’s paid off 
in plenty of work with the various 
organizations housed at La Cité fran- 
cophone. “It’s just sort of a natural 
thing that we’re most comfortable 
with,” Kodie says. “It’s not like we’re 
these pretentious fucks that are singing 
in another language because it’s hip to 
do so. It comes by honestly. Whatever 
it is, it’s fuzzy. It’s like you reach into 
your pocket and everybody has a little 
bit of fuzz with them at all times, right? 
So it’s the thing that binds us.” 


Christmas with Hollis 


Rob Hollis * With Cynthia Horton 
¢ The Sugarbowl (Fri, Dec 19) « 
The Black Dog (Sat, Dec 20, 3pm) 
The mainstream media may continue 
to supply us with a seemingly endless 
stream of dreadful pop music, but per- 
formers like Rob Hollis demonstrate 
how thoroughly drenched our world is 
with good music—it just takes some 


rier es eS 


New Cas C hristmas Party 


PROP 


Masie er rovided 


“Get your pictare 
with Satan Claas! 
“lestivus Pole! 

“rinking! 


“Dancing! 


extra effort to track it down. 

Born and raised in Edmonton, Hollis 
met and played with folk artists associat- 
ed with groups like the Alien Rebels and 
lan Tyson’s band when he was living on 
Vancouver Island. “There’s probably a 
story for almost every single one of 
them,” says Hollis from his home in 
Black Diamond, where he’s lived since 
moving back to Alberta 15 years ago. 
“Nathan Tinkham and Cindy [Church] 
go back, like, we knew each other on 
the Island. Nathan and | had a band 
together in the late ‘70s out there. It 
included Terry Anderson, who was the 
drummer for the Alien Rebels, and a 
bass player from Victoria who's still out 
there, Jake Galbraith. [Cindy] was actu- 
ally a barmaid in one of the places we 
played back then and wasn’t in music at 
all. I've known her for a long time—we 
used to coax her up to sing.” 

Hollis’s big break came when Church 
recorded his song “Rockabilly Heart” on 
her first solo CD and make it a Top 10 
hit, “which was kind of neat at the time,” 


Hollis says. “I say to people it still p, 
the dog food once in a while.” 
After years of prodding, Hollis ¢; 
set up shop three years ago a 
Smith’s Rocky Mountain Recording 
dio in Calgary to begin work 5 
album of his own. “It just kind of 
sented itself,” he says. “It was like o 
those cosmic things—all the player; 
kind of fell into place and they We, 
guys | knew.” As he fine-tuned his 
country sound, musicians such as 
Williams, Amos Garrett, Suitcase |, 
and Cindy Church herself dropped 
lend their talents to the endeavour 
lis released the CD, Highway of {oy 
September. Since then, the album’; 
steady on campus and public ; 
charts, garnering airplay everyw 
from Toronto to Sacramento, Califor 
“I'm trying to get a handle on 
it all works,” Hollis says, “but | thin 
been pretty good. It’s been neat so 
it [on the charts] in and amongst 
people I’ve heard about for years.” 


Double-stuffed orator! 


The Mads, not the 
Richard Eaton 
Singers, perform The 
Messiah this year 


By ALLISON KYDD 


Singers’ traditional pre-Christmas 

performance of Handel’s Messiah 
with the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra 


Ae: 27 years, the Richard Eaton 


has "4 
become synony- describing it 
mous with the sea- mid-sized dep 
son, and most of ment that may 


the choristers practically know the 
oratorio by heart. This year, howev- 
er, it’s the Madrigal Singers (affec- 
tionately.known as the Mads) who 
are revving up for the December 19 
and 20 production. For some the 
switch comes as a shock; others wel- 
come the new experience. 

Leonard Ratzlaff, who took over 
as head of the University of Alberta’s 
music department from Fordyce Pier 
in July, directs both choirs. He admits 
that the break from tradition meant 
more work, because the smaller choir 
wasn’t as familiar with Handel's sea- 
sonal classic. On the other hand, he 
notes, “The ensemble clarity is much 
more immediately possible with a 
smaller group like the Madrigal 
Singers [a mere 60, including regulars 
and alumni, half the size of the RES].” 

The smaller, “chamber” choir is 
also more authentic, as is the use of a 
countertenor (David Dong Qyu Lee) 
as one of four soloists in the all-Cana- 
dian production. The other soloists 
are soprano Monica Whicher, tenor 
Colin Ainsworth and baritone Joshua 
Hopkins, Conducting the event will 
be Timothy Vernon of Pacific Opera 
Victoria and a recent guest conductor 
for the National Arts Centre Orches- 
tra, who got rave reviews after his 
stint with the ESO a year ago. 

Originally, the performance was 


intended to coincide with 
launch of the Mads’ new Me; 
CD. However, ARKTOS, the chi 
label, is swamped this time of y 
and opting for a January rele 
made everyone’s life easier. 


AFTER SIX MONTHS in his new 
not only is Ratzlaff still condue 
his choirs and following his stud 
careers, but he’s also interested in 
department’s position in the m 
community. “This music departi 
fills an important role in 

province,” he 


be as formidable as those at Mc 
the University of Toronto or the 
versity of British Columbia but w 
“jn some areas measures up wd 
The choral conducting program 
instance, has attracted applicati 
from across Canada as well as inte 
tionally. “Our graduate prog 
should be viewed as one of the be! 
the country,” Ratzlaff adds. ° 
undergraduate program is more li 
ed because of its size, 150 or s0 
dents. [However] it is a size that 3 
students the opportunity to coil 
and yet not such a competitive si! 
tion that they never get a chance.’ 
Ratzlaff isn’t nervous about! 
colleges pursuing degree-granting 
us. “I applaud all of those in! 
tives,” he says, “and don’t think 
going to cause undue competitio!! 
us here.” The university collabo 
with such institutions as King’s 
versity College and welcomes | 
ventures with the Winspear Cell! 
the Christmas Bureau and othe! 
munity organizations. An¢ ! 
there’s the more than 200 perfo 
events a year at Convocation 
most of them open to the public 
“many boasting free admission. 9 


HANDEL'S MES! 
With the ESO and the Madrigal Si 
* Winspear Centre © Thu-Sat, Dec ! 
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oSIONS IN THE SKY 
4RTH IS NOT A COLD DEAD PLACE 
EMPORARY RESIDENCE) 


post-rockers Explosions in the Sky 
srhaps best-known in hipster circles 
band with eerie precognitive pow- 
fter all, their last record, 2001’s 
‘Who Tell the Truth Shall Die, Those 


dell the Truth Shall Live Forever, was 


' 


i 


d scant hours before the skies over 
ca literally exploded on 9/11. 
was even a track called “This Plane 
rash Tomorrow.” Add in the over- 
ingly gloomy, melodramatic 
that blanketed the entire disc, and 
um becomes a textbook example 
-rock’s obsession with tragedy. 
appily, this is not the case with 
decidedly more dynamic—though 
emotional—follow-up disc, The 
Js Not a Cold Dead Place. This is 
ate instrumental music, not just 
ointless crescendo after another. 
highly structured songs morph and 
as they buzz along, with guitars 
ums teasing each other as they vie 
le upper hand. The single guitar 
at starts “First Breath After Coma” 
into a groove that’s gradually 
by a pulsing rhythm and building 
everything explodes, opening your 
br the journey to follow. 
Ws pretty easy to lose track of 


@re you are amongst the five 


} 


ded tracks, however; the spare 

entation gives the casual listen- 
le to grab onto, which could be 
ibum’s greatest failure. Still, the 


Waic beauty of the entire work, and 


| 


q 


lesperate hope conveyed in its 

akes you want to listen closely 
time you put it on. Ive tr te — 
JOHNSTON 


NDRO ESCOVEDO 
THESE HANDS 
D) 


though he's from way down in the 


borderlands and grew up in Cali- 
i, one of a dozen kids born to Mex- 
Immigrants, there’s something 
Alejandro Escovedo that seems 
ally Canadian. His vocals on With 
Hands have that distinctive, raspy 
| Keelor weariness to them and 
of the rockier numbers sound like 
st of the Low in their prime. The 


> of other (mostly indie) Canucks 


to my mind as the album spins 
ord Downie, Greg MacPherson, 
kydiggers. But enough of this 
tlana—Escovedo has spent most of 
€er trying to dodge the pigeon- 
© many Mexican-Americans musi- 
are trapped in, and there’s no 
90ing too far the other way. 

ere are flashes of Carlos Santana- 
Latin percussion on With These 
us, but front and centre is 
*do's amazing creative diversity, 


pie BEE Stee 
rid gs pete Al end 
PE ThE ' 


effortlessly moving from dirty-hands gui- 
tar rock to country-punk to hook-heavy 
(or tender) ballads. Whether he’s got 
Jennifer Warnes singing backup (the 
beautiful “Pissed Off 2AM”) or he’s trad- 
ing lyrics and guitar solos with Willie 
Nelson (the even more beautiful “Nickel 
and a Spoon”), Escovedo is a craftsman 
who isn’t afraid to blur genres while 
mining his heritage and heart for mater- 
ial. As a bonus, this release comes with a 
second disc featuring an extra track and 
a dozen live songs from two different 
festival appearances. Anyone who 
caught Escovedo at Edmonton’s Folk 
Fest a couple of years ago know what a 
treat that is. Yorks ~—Dan RusinsTEIn 


KORN 
TAKE A LOOK IN THE MIRROR 
(EPIC) 
SE ee 
There have been a few rough mornings 
where I’ve woken up, walked to the 
bathroom, flicked on the light and 
recoiled from the visage staring back at 
me over the sink. Usually that sight is 
accompanied by the feeling that I’ve 
been disemboweled, or at least had my 
guts pulverized. That’s the feeling you 
typically get from a Korn album, and 
Take a Look in the Mirror is another 
stomping tantrum. It’s bleak stuff, char- 
acterized by guttural howls, razor-sharp 
percussion and a grinding bottom end, 
and while singer Jonathan Davis is still 
rocking the pulpit of self-pity, the 
album isn’t altogether awful—if you 
like processed, indecipherable angst. 
While many of the nu-metal acts 
that followed them into the mainstream 
during the 1990s have either evaporat- 
ed or become caricatures of themselves, 
Korn have maintained a kind of dignity 
in what they do, evident in the no-non- 
sense approach of “Break Some Off” 
and “Here It Comes Again,” where 
Davis drops the howling and lets a sliver 
of grace enter the despair with some 
melodic, if appropriately haunted 
vocals. There’s even a bagpipe moment 
in there, as if the entire experience 
weren’t surreal enough already. Special 
editions of the disc also include a DVD 
for your viewing pleasure. If you like 
Korn, you'll relish this new vision of hor- 
ror. WHY ~—Dave JOHNSTON 


MARK LANEGAN BAND 

HERE COMES THAT WEIRD CHILL 
(BEGGARS BANQUET) 
ES SSS SET 
The former leader of the Screaming 
Trees has become the raspy-throated 
everyman of the modern-rock scene; his 
brooding, bluesy compositions offer a 
nice counterpoint to Josh Homme’s work 
in the Queens of the Stone Age and he’s 
launched a nice solo career. He’s also an 
in-demand session man, and enjoyed a 
couple of stellar moments with former 
Afghan Whig Greg Dulli on the latest 


Twilight Singers record. 

Now, the Mark Lanegan Band 
(which is, for all intents and purposes, 
the Queens of the Stone Age) puts 
together some of the material which had 
earlier been left on the cutting room 
floor. The highlights: the clanging drum- 
beats of the excellent rocker “Metham- 
phetamine Blues” (which could have 
easily found a home on QOTSA's Songs 
for the Deaf) and the searing guitar leads 
from guest star Dean Ween on “Message 
to Mine.” With Masters of Reality lead 
guitar-man Chris Goss, the aforemen- 
tioned Dulli and Tracy Chisholm and 
Alain Johannes of Eleven fame also get- 
ting spots in the jam session with Lane- 
gan and his QOTSA friends, this is sure 
to be a buzz release for late 2003. 

But is it a great disc? Far too often 
there’s a sense that many of these 
songs were put into the can while they 
were still works in progress, and with 
so many disjointed offerings, from the 
way-too-short “On the Steps of the 
Cathedral” to a fuzzed-out take on 
Captain Beefheart’s “Clear Spot,” in 
display, the album feels like a collec- 
tion of great ideas for songs—but not 
necessarily great songs. Still, there are 
enough gems here to make it an 
absolute must-have for QOTSA com- 
pletists. ¥x 9x te —StEvEN SANDOR 


THE SATTALITES 

REGGAEFICATION 

(SOLID GOLD) 

= SSE ee SE 
After 20 years of hitting it up, Toron- 
to’s the Sattalites have slowed down a 
little with Reggaefication, their follow- 
up to 1996's Juno-winning Now and 
Forever. The music feels aged some- 
how. It’s not that reggae is a genre 
that usually demands much physical 
energy, but it does require a level of 
emotionai energy that isn’t present 
here. Maybe it’s songs like the sedate 
“Rendezvous”—which sounds like it 
belongs on an oldies station—or 
"Skaba,” a laid-back ska song for those 
who don’t feel like hurting themselves 
skankin’. Or maybe it’s simply that 
they felt a little uninspired after not 
making a CD in eight years. 

The band has had a pop streak 
since leaving their down-and-dirty 
roots early in the ’80s and this album 
is no different. While they touch a little 
on a variety of genres coming out of 
Jamaica, the don’t seem. able to cap- 
ture any of the vitality that bands like 
the Slackers—who have also imported 
the sound for themselves—can. While 
the Sattalites might be wearing out 
that doesn’t mean an end to Jamaican- 
influenced music in Canada. If you’re 
really interested in hearing something 
interesting, you might be better off 
checking out some local bands. They 
still sound happy to be playing music. 
Yeo y —James Evrorp 
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classical 
notes 


By ALLISON KYDD 


Sparks of brilliance 


Don’t get me wrong—t like kids; some of 
them | love quite dearly. However, | have 
noticed that when entertainments are 
labeled “family,” it often means they’ve 
simply been dumbed down. Fortunately, 
Pro Coro Canada doesn’t take that view, 
and in my books this year’s Pro Coro Family 
Christmas was the best yet. The combina- 
tion of choir, brass and organ worked 
well, but even more remarkable was the 
attention to detail in the way the program 
was organized. Pro Coro has a loyal and 
vocal audience, and it is clear artistic direc- 
tor Richard Sparks, executive director Miki 
Andrejevic, office manager and publicist 
David Garber, the singers’ representatives 
and the board of directors have been lis- 
tening to what the audience has to say. 

Several popular works from previous 
years were repeated, but there were also 
no fewer than three premieres commis- 
sioned especially for Pro Coro and this 
concert. Furthermore, one of the repeat- 
ed works, Allan Bevan’s The time draws 
near the birth of Christ, was premiéred a 
year ago, so repeating it was appropri- 
ate. Bevan, who traveled from Calgary 
especially for the concert, admitted he 
was just as nervous this year as last. The 
prize-winning work will be premiéred in 
Toronto later this month, and Bevan is at 
work on a new commission for Pro 
Coro’s February concert. 

Meanwhile, Allan Gilliland and 
Robin John King offered completely 
new works, while Trent Worthington 
wrote a new arrangement for the clos- 
ing audience carol, “The Skater.” (Talk 
about'‘making your fans feel impor- 
tant!) Gilliland’s suite, Ubi caritas, made 
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interesting use of the spac, 
soloists Catherine Kubash, \y 
Rijavec, John Huck and Rob ¢\, 
tioned offstage and in the ch, 
then gliding back to place. 
Conductor Richard Spa, 
experimented with different oy 
nothing intrusive or distractip, 
arrangements that gave an jn) 
feel and offered a new experieng 
instance, following a trum 
duet featuring Alvin Low 
Coro’s resident organist, Jer 
geon, the choir remained s 
Sparks directed the audiencg 
“What Child Is This?” sitting 
and looking over his shoulder 
It was the perfect segue into 
Fantasia in G Major, followed ; 
ately by the Passacaglia and | 
Minor. The “big box of whist 
is how Stillman Matheson, a me 
the selection committee for the 
Concert Organ, describes th 
ment) was lit up, looking fo; 
world like a huge Buddha. 
There are few things that ple 
audience more than the fee|i 
being listened to, and Sun 
gram gave one the impression § 
had been listening at keyhojj 
course, a director could put tog 
brilliant program and still have a; 
on his hands if he didn’t have thf 
kind of raw material. This year tha 
accompanied by organ (Jeremy 
geon, of course) and brass quinte 
On Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. } 
Bells and Brass, which translate: 
Greenwood Singers, the Un 
Alberta Department of Education 
bell Ringers and the Mill Creek @ 
Band, also return to the Winsped 
singers and the ringers should bi 
in good voice, as they were perio 
on this very stage most of las 
as part of the Yuletide Fantasy as 
the Kids’ Candy Cane Concert, 
must have been successful, as t 
conies were full and two little ¢ 
boys said they had a good time 
And so it goes. | know I’m nol 
in having to choose from among ‘ 
doscope of possibilities. At least it 
me a great excuse not to go shopf 
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Corb Lund dusts off 
Modern Pain, his 

rst country album, 
Mor anew CD edition 


[By DAVE JOHNSTON 


ith all the accolades Corb Lund 
and his band have enjoyed 
over the past year, coming 
home is the only thing that matters. 
It's a short jump to Australia, then 
back home, he says over the phone. 
*There’s been so much response to 
[Five Dollar Bill] that you have to 
§ keep touring,” he explains, “but it’s 
time to write. I’ve got a bunch of 
stuff—tI just have to put it together.” 

With a future album on his mind, 
und is more interested in discussing 
one from his past. During a break at 
home earlier in the 
fall, the cowboy 
was back in the 
studio reworking 
Modern Pain, his first official excur- 
sion into country. Recorded by 
Trevor Rockwell and released in 
1995S, the cassette-only album was 
made when Lund was more identi- 
fied with the hard rock of the smalls, 
and its warm response helped send 
him down his current career path. 
(The new digital version of Modern 
Pain will be available at Lund’s 
pcoming XXXmas Show.) 

Lund tried to release Modern Pain 
on CD two years ago, but when he dis- 
covered that the quality of the mix on 
the original masters wasn’t suitable for 
digital reproduction, he realized every 
song would have to be remixed. Dur- 
ing a 10-day break this fall in Edmon- 
ton, Lund headed into the studio with 
local sonic wizard Scott Franchuk and 
‘beefed things up a bit.” 

Lund says the experience was pain- 
less, but came with some baggage. “I 
as afraid to listen to it,” he says. “I 
ought I'd listen to [these songs] and 
eally cringe, but it was actually pretty 
Col. I like them. [The album] sounds 
o-fi, but it’s got a real vibe to it.” 

The recording of Modern Pain 
ame about casually, Lund recalls. 

ile playing in the smalls, he was 
© writing country songs and per- 
‘ing them locally with an ensem- 
be onsisting of bass player Kurt 
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Ciesla and future Nickelback drum- 
mer Ryan Vikedal. Their sound 
attracted the attention of Rockwell, 
who was playing in another band, 
The Naked and the Dead, with future 
Old Reliable founder Shuyler Jansen. 
“Some of the very first gigs I played 
[as the Corb Lund Band] were with 
the Naked and the Dead,” Lund 
remembers. “When Old Reliable 
played their first show, it was our 
fourth. Trevor was really into [the 
music], and he kept bugging me to 
come over to his place and make a 
record, so I eventually said sure. It cost 
me $150 [to make].” 


ONLY 1,000 COPIES were officially 
made of the cassette, but the original 
versions of favourites like “Expecta- 
tion and the Blues” and “We Used to 
Ride Em” made it a much-sought- 
after commodity. The new CD edi- 
tion is a superb document of the 
band’s genesis, 
especially with the 
addition of previ- 
ously unreleased 
studio and live material, like their 


interpretation of Stompin’ Tom’s | 


classic “The Hockey Song.” 
Another key addition on the disc 


is the original version of “Waste and | 


Tragedy,” which became the title 
track for a much-lauded 1995 smalls 


album. “That was originally a Corb | 
Lund Band song—nobody knows | 
that,” Lund says. “I recorded it dur- | 


ing the Modern Pain sessions, and the 
smalls started playing it. They liked 
it, so we decided to keep [the origi- 
nal recording] under wraps and let 
the smalls use [the song].” 

The follow-up to Five Dollar Bill 
will once again be produced by 
Nashville veteran Harry Stinson, 
Lund says, though he does have a 


special place in his heart for the first | 
person who was willing to put his | 


songs down on tape. “I haven't talked 
to Trevor for awhile—I think he’s out 
in Victoria now,” Lund says with a 
fond laugh. “I see him every once in a 
while, but he’s a hard nut to crack. 
He's hard to track down, even if he’s 
in your own city. He’s enigmatic.” © 


THE CORB LUND BAND'S 
ANNUAL XXXMAS SHOW 

With Washboard Hank and Lance Loree 
¢ Ukrainian Centre (11018-97 St) © 
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' Director Larry 
_Charles defends 
much-maligned 
Masked and 
| Anonymous 


| 
| By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


through shooting Masked and 
Anonymous when Bob Dylan, 
| who had co-written the script with 
| him and was playing the lead role, 
made a dire prediction. “He came up 
to me,” Charles says, “and said, ‘You 
know, the critics are going to hate 
this movie.’ And I’m a very naive 
person, I’ve come to realize—I said, 
‘I don’t think so at all! I think the 
critics will love the movie; I just 
think it’s going to be hard to get the 
public to like it.’ And he said, ‘No, it’s 
going to be just the opposite.’” 

He should have listened to 
Dylan. Despite an astonishing talent 
roster (besides stars John Goodman, 
Jeff Bridges, Luke Wilson, Penélope 
Cruz and Jessica Lange, the film fea- 
tures cameos from Ed Harris, Angela 
Bassett, Christian Slater, Giovanni 
Ribisi, Val Kilmer and Bruce Dern, 
among many others), an ambitious, 
offbeat script and a strong Dylan 
| soundtrack, the film’s poor reception 
at its Sundance premiére started a 
negative buzz that critics seemed 
only too happy to perpetuate. The 
film has its defenders—Salon’s 
Stephanie Zacharek even put it on 
her Top 10 list—but their support 
probably won’t be enough to rescue 
it from an ignominious fate as one 
of the worst-reviewed films of 2003. 

“] think a lot of critics came into 
|. this movie and immediately just did- 
n’t engage with it or see what we 
| were trying to do,” Charles says. “I 
think people who engage with it see 
the layers, they see the ambition, 
they see the humour and applauded 
us for those things. And I think 
another thing that happened was, 
when it comes to Bob Dylan and 
film, there’s a tremendous reservoir 
of hostility that contributes to this 
unwillingness to engage with the 
movie—I think a lot of people 
walked in going, ‘Another Bob Dylan 
movie... This can’t be good,’ and 
were only looking to confirm that 
opinion rather than be surprised. 

“And the third thing,” he contin- 
ues, “is that I feel that film criticism, 
like so many other things today, has 
been co-opted by the mainstream 
media. I feel like most film critics— 
and there are tremendous exceptions 
to this, of course—are essentially 
working for the movie studios and are 
looking only to push a certain kind of 
product and are not in the business of 
trumpeting truly small, truly outside- 
the-mainstream movies like this one.” 

Masked and Anonymous may have 
its flaws—Dylan’s recessive perfor- 


| | Sie Larry Charles was halfway 
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a. 
Bob Dylan and Ange 


mance (which Charles says he mod- 
elled after the terse, emotionless aura 
Clint Eastwood projected in his early 
spaghetti westerns for Sergio Leone) 
doesn’t quite catch fire, and the dia- 
logue may occasionally be too self- 
consciously gnomic for its own 
good—but it’s a beautiful-looking, 
great-sounding picture with a vision, a 
sneaky sense of humour and a politi- 
cal consciousness that’s rare in movies 
today and hardly deserves to be dis- 
carded on the same garbage heap as 
Boat Trip or From Justin to Kelly. 


THE FILM WORKS more like a Dylan 
song than a conventionally struc- 
tured movie. There's a plot—Dylan 
plays Jack Fate, a legendary 
singer/songwriter who is released 
from prison so that he can participate 


INDE 


in a benefit concert being organized 
by shady promoter Uncle Sweetheart 
(Goodman) and his partner Nina 
Veronica (Lange)—but the real action 
of the film takes place between the 
lines of the script. Masked and Anony- 
mous asks Dylan to play a stylized, 
iconic version of himself—the enig- 
matic sage of American music—and 
has him interact with stylized charac- 
ters bearing names like Bobby Cupid, 
Pagan Lace and Tom Friend, all of 
whom feel like symbolic figures out 
of one of those long, allegorical 
Dylan songs like “Desolation Row.” 
The story even feels like it’s tak- 
ing place on Desolation Row—it’s set 
in what Charles calls “an alternate 
version of America,” where an unex- 
plained coup has ousted the old gov- 
ernment, driven the media 
underground and installed a military 
dictator as president. (You know 
America has become a pretty fucked- 
up place when Mickey Rourke is a 
heartbeat away from the presidency.) 
The desolate streets Jack Fate travels 
down in the film are strewn with 
garbage and lined with homeless 
people in makeshift shantytowns 
that look like something out of some 
poverty-stricken Central American 
nation, even though Charles filmed 
the picture on the streets of Los 


The scene-stealin’ Bob Dylan 
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sett in Masked and rece 43 


Angeles. 

“For the two years that the script 
was being worked on,” Charles says, 
“I collected photographs from news- 
papers and magazines of Third World 
countries, and there's a look in those 
photographs that struck me as being 
oddly and eerily beautiful. There’s 
something all Third World cultures 
seem to have in common—there’s 
this bleak landscape that contrasts 
with the colourful fabrics everyone 
seems to wear. | also felt it was impor- 
tant to shoot the film using 24p 
[video], because I thought the image 
should have a grain to it that would 
be more reminiscent of a journalistic 
photograph than a movie. It’s such a 
stylized script but it’s shot in this doc- 
umentary style that makes it like a 
documentary about a dream—and I 
love that idea. I mean, when you lis- 
ten to ‘Desolation Row,’ Dylan cees- 
n’t explain exactly where Desolation 
Row is. We took the same approach 
with the movie—we left it somewhat 
ambiguous and let the audience 
inject their own feelings and 
thoughts into those spaces.” 

Masked and Anonymous represents 
Charles's first foray into feature film- 
making following a decade of high- 
profile writing and directing gigs on 
TV sitcoms like Seinfeld, Mad About 
You and Curb Your Enthusiasm, and he 
speaks with obvious pride about hav- 
ing pulled off such an unusual, inde- 
pendent-minded, ambitious project 
on a tiny budget and a tight 20.day 
shooting schedule. If he’s disappoint- 
ed but not embittered by the film’s 
critical reception, he nevertheless 
takes solace in the warm response 
he’s detected from audiences at Q&A 
sessions following festival screenings. 

“As Bob said to me,” Charles says, 
“this is a movie that will be around 
for a long time, and it’ll have its 
opportunity to be re-evaluated.” And 
Dylan’s predictions about the film do 
have a way of coming true. © 


MASKED AND ANONYMOUS 
Directed by Larry Charles * Written by 
Larry Charles and Bob Dylan « Starring 
Bob Dylan, John Goodman, Jeff Bridges 
and Jessica Lange Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel « Fri-Mon, Dec 19-22 (9pm) ¢ 
Metro Cinema * 425-9212 
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Denys Arcand 
reunites American 
Empire cast for The 
Barbarian Invasions 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


directed The Decline of the American 
Empire. In the film, four acade- 
mics—married historian Rémy 
(Rémy Girard), gay art professor 
Claude (Yves Jacques), the Svengali- 
like Pierre (Pierre Curzi) and bache- 
lor Alain (Daniel Briére)—talked 
about sex while they prepared din- 
ner for their female guests at Pierre’s 
Laurentian cabin. The women— 
Rémy’s non-academic wife Louise 
(Dorothée Berryman), the sexually 
a@¥enturous divorcée Diane (Louise 
Portal), Pierre’s current young girl- 
friend Danielle (Genevieve Rioux) 
and history department head 
Dominique (Dominique Michel)— 
prepare to go dinner by working out 
at a gym and talking about sex. 
When the horny octet finally gets 
together to eat, it’s mostly the talk 
about sex rather than the act itself 
that happens. All of this copulation 
chitchat occurs after Dominique’s 
opening-scene interview with a 
reporter about her notion of the 
bctine of the American Empire,” 
based on the fissure of the nuclear 
family and the increasing decadence 
of those Reaganomic times. 
A few years ago, Arcand recalls to 
me over the phone from Toronto, he 
was trying to figure out how to write a 


[: 1986, Denys Arcand wrote and 


movie about a dying man. The charac- 
ters in Decline, for which he had such 
affection, seemed to provide a way in 
to the budding script. So, 17 years 
later, the Quebec director brought 
Rémy and company back for a sequel, 
The Barbarian Invasions. 

The reunited cast couldn’t have 
been happier. “They had a ball,” says 
Arcand. “They were very, very happy 
because it’s not very often that you 
get to play a character again.... They 
were all there, and they were all suc- 
cessful. If one of them had been a 
failure, it could have complicated 
the chemistry of the film.” 

The 50-day shoot went smoothly, 
as Arcand wished—after all, he says, 


during the end credits, and they 
never stopped. It lasted for over 20 
minutes, nonstop, and the director 
of the festival, who was sitting at the 
end of the row, he told me to just 
stay there, don’t move, I don’t want 
you to run away. And I was very 
embarrassed after a while, because it 
went on forever—I mean, 20 min- 
utes is an awfully long time, and it 
went on and on and never stopped, 
and I wanted to get out, I was so 
embarrassed. I didn’t know what to 
do with my hands, so after a few 
bows, I went over to my editor and 
she hugged me and it was very emo- 
tional, but it was very embarrassing. 
And after that, I had a feeling that I 


divorced not long after she found 
out about his philandering. As all of 
Rémy’s friends come to visit him, 
Stéphane strikes up a relationship 
with Nathalie (Croze), Diane’s 
daughter, who gives Rémy shots of 
heroin to alleviate his agony. 


ARCAND’S MOST VICIOUS criticism 
in The Barbarian Invasions is directed 
at the Canadian medicare system. 
The film opens with the camera fol- 
lowing a nurse through the narrow, 
crowded halls of a rundown hospital. 
This is a Stygian nightmare vision of 
Canadian healthcare, where patients 
lie in beds strewn throughout the 
corridors, crucial diagnostic tests 


“If the Canadian government operated a newsstand, it would go 
bankrupt, so why try to run a hospital?” Arcand asks. 


“My job is to make sure that there 
are no surprises. Unfortunately, that 
means.there are no anecdotes for 
journalists in an interview.” 


ENOUGH PRAISE has already been 
showered on The Barbarian Invasions 
for journalists to report on, though. 
The film stormed through this year’s 
Cannes festival, garnering a Best 
Screenplay award for Arcand and a 
Best Actress prize for Marie-Josée 
Croze. But the greatest response did- 
n’t come from the jury or interna- 
tional critics, Arcand remembers. 

“It was overwhelming,” he says, 
“but what was overwhelming was 
not the prize, but the reception by 
the people. They started to applaud 


would win something. I wasn’t sure, 
but I had a pretty good conviction, 
because I had been to Cannes before, 
and to get that sort of reaction, I fig- 
ured I would pick up a trinket.” 

Arcand, whose Jésus de Montréal 
picked up the 1989 Cannes Jury 
Prize, adds, “I didn’t expect the 
Palme d’Or, because I win the sec- 
ond prize all the time. I’m a great 
second-prize winner.” 

The dying man in Arcand’s 
sequel is Rémy, who is suffering 
from cancer in a Montreal hospital. 
His son (Stéphane Rousseau), a 
financial broker, reluctantly flies in 
from London with his fiancée Gaélle 
(Marina Hands) to be with his can- 
tankerous father, whom Louise 


have month-long waiting lists and a 
profitable stalemate between the 
administration and the union leaves 
the building stagnating. 

Arcand’s attack on Canada’s fal- 
tering hospital system is personal, he 
says. “That’s been my experience. 
Both my parents died in hospital 
from cancer—very, very long 
deaths—and they were very badly 
taken care of in the Quebec system, 
but I could tell you other horror sto- 
ries that happened to people I know 
in Quebec or in Toronto, where I am 
right now. It’s a mess and we should 
find a way out, and the first step is to 
recognize that we have a problem.” 

Arcand has little faith in our gov- 
ernment’s ability to run a proper 


Denys Arcand ~ 


EANADIAN 


healthcare system. “If the Canadia 

government operated a newsstand, i 
would go bankrupt, so why try to 

a hospital?” he asks. The directoj 
thinks that the powers that be should 
look at the excellent healthcare infra 
structures in place in France, Japail 
and Italy. “I don’t know if a Canadian 
delegation ever went and studied 
those systems,” he says. The Frencil 
system, for instance, which he haf 
seen first-hand, consists of privately 
tun hospitals and clinics, but patienly 
are given vouchers and reimbursed 
by the state. 


FAILING HOSPITALS aren’t the onl) 
sign of a disintegrating social fabriq 
in the film. Police can’t stem the tid 
of drug dealers, and Gaélle, an aut 
tion house appraiser and buyer, ! 
called to a church basement becaus¢ 
the ailing Catholic diocese wants 
sell off many of its religious items 
The September 11 terrorist attackift 
too, seem to be another sign of “bat 
barian invasions,” as Alain call 
them in a TV interview, both from! 
within and outside the America 
empire that threaten to destroy it. 
Arcand thinks this social disint® 
gration began some time ago. “!'™ 
not even sure where it started, bul 
with the dissolution of religion, 
have lost ethics and morals,” he s4 
adding that there’s “no ideology 
follow anymore.” And even thous! 
his blustering, pontificating intelle“ 
tuals may not be trying to patch uP 
the social cracks they expose in the 
witty banter, Arcand doesn’t ©o” 
demn their apathy. “We need int! 
lectuals,” he says. “We need people 
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ting in ivory towers, playing with 
jas. In fact, that’s what we lack right 
ow—we lack ideology, or ideals to 
nilow. Nowadays I don’t know one 
neory for which I have any enthusi- 
«m. 1 don’t know one country in the 
orld that I can look up to and think, 
hat is the way to live.’” 

For all the condemnation and 
mortality in the film, though, there’s 
such humour as well. Pierre’s second 
ife and mother of his two young 
yildren, played by Mitsou, is a rebel- 
Bijous New Agey blonde. “He ended up 
being pussywhipped by this sexpot 
ho likes shopping, and I think it’s 
ery funny and quite true,” the 62- 
ear-old filmmaker says, noting that 
e based the character on personal 
experience. “I’m at this age where sec- 
nd wives appear in my friends’ lives.” 


—E KEY FEMALE character in the 
film, though, is Nathalie, and she too 
s based on someone Arcand knows. 
‘One of my friend’s daughters is an 
eroin addict,” he says, adding that he 
ked her to come on set and advise 
mn the film. “She came every day that 
jathalie was there, and she was there, 
Mpechind the camera.” Her reaction to 
the finished film, however, remains a 
nystery to Arcand. “I don’t know,” he 
ays. “She was there at opening night. 
e came with me, gave me a kiss and 
hen she left.” The director had hoped 
at the on-set experience of advising 
athalie, who is inspired by Rémy to 
tick her habit, might have a positive 
ect on the woman. “I thought it 
sould help her, in a naive way. But I 
ard recently from her father that 
ihe was not better, that in fact she is 
orse, but I haven't heard anything 


The relationship between Rémy 
e cynical academic and Nathalie the 
fatalistic addict is moving—“She 
eaches him about death, and he 
eaches her about life,” Arcand notes. 
éemy’s fate touched almost everyone 
pn set, the director recalls. “Every- 
body was crying. I mean, the camera- 
man was crying, the sound engineer 
as crying, I was crying, I could bare- 
see my monitor through my tears, 
I was wondering about the focus. 
g Strangely enough, the only person 
Who was not crying was the nurse, 

who I had on set to make sure the IV 
ine was hooked up properly. She said 
io me, ‘Why is everyone so upset? We 
4 deal with this all the time.’”” 

Like its predecessor, The Barbarian 
invasions is Canada’s official submis- 
sion in the Best Foreign Film category 


shortlist, culled from 55 nominees, on 
January 27. So, with many more 
veeks of promoting the film still to go 
and his hopes pinned on one last nod 
of recognition, the filmmaker hasn’t 
ad time to start his next project yet. 
“It’s just an idea in the back of 
my mind, very fragile, so I don’t 
yp Vant to talk about it until I have the 

irst draft written,” he says. After the 
uccess of a sequel that lay hidden in 
‘rcand’s mind, waiting 17 years for 
im to make it, it’s clear that some 
deas can’t be rushed. @ 


THE BARBARIAN INVASIONS 
Written and directed by Denys Arcand 
Starring Rémy Girard, Stéphane 
Rousseau and Marie-Josée Croze ¢ 
Opens Fri, Dec 19 


Sex, drugs and academe 


‘The Barbarian invasions is about hid- 


den structures under inept surfaces: 
drug networks fanning out under the 
noses of police officers handcuffed by 
bureaucracy, the unused floor of an 
otherwise overcrowded hospital, a 
cathedral basement with religious 
objects that the church wants to sell. 
But director Denys Arcand balances his 
critical look at a fractured Quebec soci- 
ety—which is in turn a microcosm of 
the fragmenting American empire— 
with a human drama centred around 
Rémy, who is slowly dying of cancer. 
The social anatomy, especially when 
it focuses on the decrepit hospital sys- 
tem, is scathing. Doctors get patients’ 
fhames confused, while a nurse can only 
give the sacrament to a man as comfort 
for his pain. Rémy’s son Sébastien, a rich 
financial advisor, circumvents the ailing 
medicare system by bribing the hospital 
head for a room, which he has a union 


worker fix up by paying him under the 
table. After his laptop is stolen, it’s magi- 
cally found by one of the union workers 
(played by Arcand himself) who's been 
hired to fix up Rémy’s room. Sébastien 
also pays a heroin addict, Nathalie, to 
administer the soothing drug to Rémy. 
But like a morphine haze, the sharp 


unnecessarily pessimistic note by hav- 
ing Sébastien pay a nice cross-section 
(black guy, white guy, white girl) of 
Rémy’s students to visit him. The film 
continues to build to and then linger 
on Rémy’s death, making it as signifi- 
cant as the egotistical Remy wants it to 
be. Each character comes up to him to 


social criticism is say goodbye, as 
too muddled with though Arcand is 
sympathetic drama. bidding adieu to 
The academics are thern as well. 


witty, conservative, elitist, self-absorbed 
and ultimately unlikable—which is fine, 
except that the film’s growing affection 
for them, especially the doomed Rémy, 
is forced. There’s a scene where Rémy 
recalls leaving his class for sick leave 
and feeling troubled by the students’ 
indifference to his absence. This would 
be enough to make us realize that the 
racist, sexist Rémy’s death has no spe- 
cial significance, but Arcand adds an 


mesmerizing pop culture curio.” 
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This affection for an incestuous 
group of jabbering, white fortysome- 
things hampers Arcand's thesis—if West- 
ern civilization is in decline, it’s in part 
precisely because of these callous, pontif- 
icating intellectuals who want to reduce 
life to statistics and historical lessons, get 
laid and then rehash their sexual experi- 
ences while refusing to break out of their 
spoiled bourgeois lives, grapple with the 
issues and try to change things. 


The women in The Barbarian Inva- 
sions are weakly etched. Sébastien/s 
girlfriend Gaélle is a helium-voiced sex- 
pot, and Pierre’s rebellious young wife 
is given short shrift. A Bulgarian nurse 
who gives Rémy a massage seems to 
be Arcand’s perverse sexual gift to the 
philanderer. Overall, the 99-minute 
film packs in too many characters and 
stories for its running time. 

Still, despite an uneven tone and 
rushed pacing, parts of The Barbarian 
Invasions are quite moving. “he rela- 
tionship between Nathalie and Rérmy 
is touching, as are Rémy’s reactions to 
the satellite messages sent to him by 
his estranged daughter Sylvaine. 
Underneath the uneven tone and 
jagged pace of Arcand’s film, there’s a 
profound meditation on intelligence, 
sex, and death in The Barbarian Inva- 
sions waiting to spring out and 
ambush you. —BriAN GiBsON 
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Holmes for the holidays 


Katie Holmes 
celebrates a 
dysfunctional 
Thanksgiving in 
Pieces of April 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


tor Peter Hedges’s Pieces of April 

introduce us to two very different 
yet equally difficult women. In a 
charming dump of an apartment in 
Manhattan, young April (Katie 
Holmes) refuses to get out of bed to 
start work on a Thanksgiving Day 
feast and needs to be dragged kicking 
and screaming by her normally quite 


T: opening scenes of writer-direc- 


gentle boyfriend Bobby (Antwone 
Fisher’s Derek Luke) into the shower. 
Meanwhile, miles away in some 
unnamed suburb that feels about as 
far from the bustle of New York City 
as one can imagine, April’s father Jim 
(Oliver Platt) wakes in the morning 
darkness to find April’s mother Joy 
(Patricia Clarkson) inexplicably 


=ICOMEDY 


absent. Jim scrambles disheveled and 
half-awake across their house, invad- 
ing the rooms of their younger chil- 
dren in desperate search of Joy, 
eventually discovering that she’s 
been sitting in the family car the 
entire time, already dressed and 
packed and waiting for the others. 


© www.odeonfilms.com O 


The award-winning new comedy about sex, friendship, 
and all the other things that invade our lives. 


/ WINNER 


\ BEST PICTURE 


ore SisC 


iy 


CANNES FikM FESTIVAL 
ES SCEDAUD » OBNTS 


Vy 
a 


“One of the best pclae of the 


year! Smart, funny and moving.” 


.o. scort, Che New York Times 


f WINNER mC ("ta FASEUE® 


WINNER» 
BEST PICTURE 


mceank Rone 


“nS 


WINNER 
FAM FESTIVAL 


SEINE 


“An incisive tableau 
of sexuality. 


SEALY 


Ebert ® Roeper 
“Two thumbs way up! 
A masterpiece! 


“One of the most intelligent 


sae NEW YORK@ES OBSERVER rf : 
entertainments 


of the year.” is 


me Gi Candi 


“A smart, sexy a The | Oscar for TRIUMPH 
Best Foreign Film belongs i here? 


BARBARIAN 


DESIRE 
NCE 


INVASIONS 


AFL BY DENYS ARCAND 


=_ Ee fee (434 Em (J ODEON 


wern.odeonfilms.com \ / Tene 


STARTS FRIDAY! | 3535+. | 


CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY 
FOR SHOWTIMES 
* DIGITAL SOUND 


SPECIAL THANKS 1D aed VELEN ‘| FOR A GREAT PROMOTION 


1 a oa 


April and Joy, with their ironically 
sunny names, dominate their family 
from opposite spectrums, the former 
as a rebellious neglected daughter 
who hogs everyone’s attention and 
anxiety with her troublemaking, the 
latter as a witty and articulately sour 
mother who’s never quite grasped the 
fact that her children’s emotional sta- 
bility is dependent on her support 
and selflessness. Now that they’re no 
longer forced to cohabitate, these two 
seem unlikely to be found in the 
same room together—and yet a 
grudgingly formed holiday reunion is 


in the works because Joy is dying of 


cancer and, as Jim continually 
reminds everyone in hushed tones, 
this could be the last time the entire 
family is together. 


FOR ALL THE TOKEN elements of 
terminal illness, dysfunctional fami- 
ly and the inevitable discovery of 
“the true meaning” of the most 
American of holidays, Pieces of April 
isn’t nearly as dreadful as it surely 
sounds. Hedges, who wrote the 
screenplays for What's Eating Gilbert 
Grape and About a Boy, shot his 
directorial debut in a shaggy, func- 
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ay 
: oe 


Katie Holmes in Pieces of April 


tional manner, using washed-out DV 
that leaves little impression in terms 
of style but does allow you to attend 
more closely to deeper matters. He 
wisely focuses our attention away 
from the film’s obvious sentimental 
content, choosing instead to lock 
into the diverting quests that split 
the narrative (namely, April’s quest 
to find an oven in which to cook her 
turkey and Jim’s quest to actually get 
his reluctant family to April’s place). 
Not every attempt at humour in 
Pieces of April succeeds (April’s build- 
ing is rife with “quirky” minor charac- 
ters), but when it does, Hedges wins 
you over with his warmth and the 
way he tries to mask the pain and 
panic at the core of what his charac- 


ters are going through. Hedges’s cast 
has everything to do with this: Plat 
convinces as the glue of the famil, 
and is terribly endearing when he 
brags that April’s new boyfrien: 

teminds her of him; Lillias White and 
Isiah Whitlock Jr. give terrific, funn; 
performances as April’s initially 
clichéd black neighbours; and Clark 
son wonderfully conjures up a stew of 
mixed hopes and resentments with 
great dignity, humour and lack of 
apology. © 


PIECES OF APRIL 

Written and directed by Peter Hedges + 
Starring Katie Holmes, Patricia 
Clarkson, Oliver Platt and Derek Luke « 
Opens Fri, Dec | 9 


Long forgotten 


The Magical Life of 
Long Tack Sam is a 
slice of family and 
vaudeville history 


By CHRIS WANGLER 


Fleming spent four years tracing 

the elusive heritage of her great- 
grandfather, Long Tack Sam, a leg- 
endary Chinese acrobat and magician. 
The Magical Life of Long Tack 
Sam, her NFB documentary, aims not 
only to tell his story, but also to 
explore how such a fascinating per- 
former, who toured America, China 
and Europe for a good half-century, 
was eventually forgotten not just by 
history but by his family as well. 

Part of the problem is that no 
definitive narrative of Sam’s early life 
and apprenticeship exists. While 
interviewing sources from all over the 
world, Fleming uncovers three sepa- 
rate versions of his formative years in 
a small Chinese village and presents 
them in remarkable multimedia ani- 
mations, meant to resemble a kind of 
moving comic book. Such creativity 
does much to enliven the rollicking 
vaudeville era, which survives mostly 
in grainy photographs. 

Fleming effectively shows how 
Sam carved out a unique place in the 
entertainment culture of the day. 
Orson Welles mentioned Sam as an 
influence, and many other luminar- 
ies admired the performer’s uniquely 
Asian routines. Harry Houdini, in 


Rea filmmaker Ann Marie 


fact, even took out a bogus patent on 
an ancient Chinese needle-swallow- 
ing trick that was a staple in Sam’s 
act. But the ever-resourceful acrobat 
and magician still had plenty of 
tricks up his immaculately embroi- 
dered sleeve. Perhaps his most 
famous saw him conjure a big bowl 
of water from under a sheet while 
performing an acrobatic somersault. 
The last time he performed this 
stunt, in 1958, he was 73 years old. 
Unfortunately, too few of these 
details emerge in this overly personal 
film. Which is a shame, really, consid- 
ering the number of magicians, cura- 
tors of magic museums, distant 
relations and others Fleming inter- 
views along the way. The most reliable 
testimonials come from Sam’s 
youngest child, Frank, now an elderly 
B.C. resident and one of the few Cana- 


=| DOCUMENTARY 


dians interviewed in this international 
film. Frank’s humble reflections 
toward the end of the film explore the 
human side of his family’s itinerant 
existence. Since his parents were Chi- 
nese and Austrian and he was a mix- 
ture of both, he faced some challenges 
growing up, especially when the world 
wars and other upheavals hampered 
the unrestricted movement the family 
enjoyed in the good ol’ days. 

After a long, rootless career, Sam 
and his wife eventually tried to retire 
in New York. A car accident led them 
back to Linz, Austria to convalesce. 
They both subsequently died, leav- 
ing a grave that no one tends to. At 


the end of the film, Fleming specu- 
lates that her multitalented great- 
grandfather may have been 
forgotten partly because he was Chi- 
nese. This conclusion is not alto- 
gether compelling, regardless of how 
government-friendly it is, and it 
takes away from Fleming’s principal 
theme: how immigrants pass on—or 
fail to pass on—their stories. 

In the case of Long Tack Sam, | 
imagine a combination of factors 
caused him to fade from history. As 
Fleming shows, the advent of motion 
pictures, which became America’s 
public entertainment of choice in the 
'30s, overtook the cumbersome cir- 
cuses and traveling shows of the 
vaudeville era. Countless performers 
went the way of Long Tack Sam, i 
part because their industry was built 
upon transitoriness. If Sam’s wife and 
children were reluctant to preserve 
his memory, perhaps they were more 
interested in ordinary lives than in 
their father’s fame, fortune and wan- 
derlust. His talented daughters, after 
all, eventually left show business in 
favour of practical marriages to suc- 
cessful men. 

Fleming’s distance from the 
immediate family politics gives het 
objectivity but not necessarily 
insight. Still, her passion to keep her 
great-grandfather’s story alive makes 
The Magical Life of Long Tack Sam 
worthwhile. © 


THE MAGICAL LIFE OF 

~ LONG TACK SAM 

Directed by Ann Marie Fleming « Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel « Fri-Mon, Dec 19-22 
(7pm) © Metro Cinema * 425- ¢ 
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America is a 

jant tale of 

ath, loss and the 
igrant experience 


INISTER FAUST 


merica, the new film by Jim 
sidan (the Irish director of the 
odramas My Left Foot and In the 
of the Father), is the story of a 
ly of white illegal aliens who 
into a run-down junkies’ tene- 
t so that dad Johnny (Paddy 
sidine) can become a famous 
York stage actor. But Johnny's 
ed; despite his enormous acting 
his secret tragedy has bricked 
e well of his soul, crippling the 
onal truth of his performances. 
e yet, he’s about to be stabbed 
new tragedies which mirror the 
es of his initial fall. Ultimately, 
nly hope lies in his very young 
nters and a mysterious West 
an painter named Mateo who 
terrible secret of his own that 
kill Johnny’s eldest girl. 
America is beautiful in many, 
y ways, the most significant one 
g the sensational real-life sister 
of Sarah and Emma Bolger, 
play Johnny’s daughters Christy 


ONE OF THE BEST PICTURES OF THE YEA 


and Ariel. Christy narrates her fami- 
ly’s experiences for the audience 
while capturing their lives on her 
ever-handy video camera. (They're 
not very frugal for poor folks.) 
Christy’s (and the film’s) meditations 
on death and hope have a wonderful 
Catcher in the Rye quality, one that 
lacks Holden Caulfield’s superficial 
anger and resentment, but embraces 
his inner optimism and idealism. 
Unlike so many children in 
American movies, Christy and Ariel 
aren’t “precious” or “adorable” kids 


DRAMA 


given phony, adult-scripted “smart” 
dialogue full of would-be catch- 
phrases. These girls squabble and 
fuss and laugh and play like real 
kids, with all the genuine naiveté 
and fear and hope that lives inside 
the spines of children. There’s one 
false moment here, though, in the 
scene where the girls meet their 
neighbour Mateo (whom their fami- 
ly refers to as “the screaming man” 
because, well, he constantly screams 
on the other side of a door labeled 
“KEEP OUT”). Children might 
approach such a man on a dare, but 
they’d also dirty their drawers the 
moment he appears, manic-faced 


TIONAL BOARD OF RE 


e Americanization of family 


and shirtless, towering above 
them—especially when he’s racially 
different from everyone they’ve ever 
known. That quibble aside, their act- 
ing is the finest I’ve seen from chil- 
dren seen since Sling Blade. 


THE SCRIPT is at its best in its han- 
dling of the family and its pain, espe- 
cially Johnny’s, and its depiction of 
the immigrant experience. The fami- 
ly is Irish and broke; when they 
move in among poor, coloured peo- 
ple, they integrate with these folks as 
fellow non-Anglos and never fit in 
with the affluent whites at the girls’ 
Catholic school. They’re from Ire- 
land, after all, the original “Third 
World” and the first base of Anglo 
world supremacy. In most American 
movies, the boundaries and miseries 
of race and class supremacy are 
either falsified (The Legend of Bagger 
Vance) or fetishized (Bringing Down 
the House). American movies claim 
an American non-racialism that is 
simply a lie; but in this film, when 
wife Sarah discusses with Mateo the 
meaning of the Gaelic idiom for 
“Black man,” she’s talking immigrant 
to immigrant, and the intimacy 
between them is honest, not fake. 

I was initially worried that Mateo 
would be one of those “delightful 
darkies who saves Whitey’s soul” 
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Sarah [sfellel—a and Paddy Considine in In America 


who’ve turned up in countless 
movies such as Regarding Henry and 
Bagger Vance—but no. Mateo is not 
only a suffering artist but a suffering 
man, rendered with deep humanity 
by Beninese actor Djimon Hounsou, 
from Amistad. In America’s depiction 
of a West African immigrant is sur- 
prisingly original (especially for 
Western films)—but it’s also frus- 
trating because of the way the char- 
acter is underused. His screaming, 
while explained, isn’t truly justified, 
nor, given his genuinely scary 
behaviour, is his easy integration 
into the Irish family; the solution 
he offers at the film’s climax borders 
on deus ex machina. 


David Ansen, NEWSWEEK 


The film also has a musical 
flaw—its juxtapositions of happy 
sounds and grim events isn’t clever 
or arousing, but awkward and clang- 
ing, probably because the song 
choices are too obvious. Despite 
that, I must say I loved this film. It 
made me cry. It's kind and gentle 
and surprising and tender, and it’s 
an especially beautiful film to see 
cluring a season that promises but so 
often dashes one’s hopes. © 

IN AMERICA 

Written and directed by Jim Sheridan 

Starring Samantha Morton, Paddy 
Considine, Djimon Hounsou, Emma Bolger 
and Sarah Bolger ¢ Opens Fri, Dec 19 
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NEW THIS WEEK 


The Barbarian Invasions (GA) Rémy 
Girard, Marie-Josée Croze and Stéphane 
Rousseau star in writer/director Denys 
Arcand’s sequel to his 1986 arthouse hit The 
Decline of the American Empire, in which an 
aging, philandering academic makes peace 
with his son and his old circle of friends, col- 
leagues and lovers before dying of cancer. In 
French with English subtitles. 


Cheaper by the Dozen (CO, FP) Steve Mar- 
tin, Bonnie Hunt, Hilary Duff and Piper Per- 
abo star in Big Fat Liar director Shawn Levy's 
domestic comedy about a spectacularly fertile 
-gmall-town football coach with 12 children 
whose home life becomes even more chaotic 
than usual when he takes a job at Chicago's 
Northwestern University. (Opens Thu, Dec 25) 


Cold Mountain (CO, FP) jude Law, Nicole 
Kidman, Renée Zeliweger, Kathy Baker, Philip 
Seymour Hoffman and Natalie Portman star 
in The English Patient director Anthony 
Minghella’s epic, episodic film version of 
Charles Frazier’s novel about a Civil War 
deserter and his gruelling trek back home to 
the new bride he left behind in North Caroli- 
na. (Opens Thu, Dec 25) 


In America (CO) Paddy Considine, 
Samantha Morton and Djimon Hounsou 
Pick star in My Left Foot director jim Sher- 
dan’s emotional, autobiographical film 
about a bereaved Irish family struggling to sur- 


vive in a rundown New York City apartment 
while the father pursues an acting career. 


Line of Control (FP) Sanjay Dutt, Ajay Dev- 
gan and Abhishek Bachchan star in director 
J.P. Dutta’s patriotic war epic about the pro- 
tracted 1999 Battle of Kargil, during which 
450 Indian soldiers died fighting Pakistani 
forces on the icy peaks above Jammu and 
Kashmir. In Hindi with English subtitles 
(Opens Thu, Dec 25) 


The Magical Life of Long Tack Sam (M) 
Writer/director Ann Marie Fleming’s innova- 
tive documentary about her investigation into 
the life of her great-grandfather, a legendary, 
globetrotting acrobat, magician and comic 
with a reputation as one of the greatest 
vaudeville a all time. Zeidler Hall, The 
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dents aspire to be more than socialites, host- 
esses and housewives. 


Paycheck (CO, FP) Ben Affleck, Uma Thur- 
man, Aaron Eckhart and Colm Feore star in 
Face/Off director John Woo's sci-fi action pic- 
ture about an electrical engineer who must 
piece together the last two years of his life 
after his memory is erased by the sinister 
company that has employed him on a top- 
secret project. Based on the short story by 
Philip K. Dick. (Opens Thu, Dec 25) 


Peter Pan (CO, FP) Jeremy Sumpter, Jason 
Isaacs, Rachel Hurd-Wood and Ludivine Sag- 
nier star in My Best Friend’s Wedding director 
P.j. Hogan’s film version of James Barrie’s 
beloved children’s book about three London 
children who travel to the mythical world of 
Neverland, where a gang of unaging boys do 
battle with a band of ruthless pirates. (Opens 
Thu, Dec 25) 


2) Pieces of April (P) Katie Holmes, 
Patricia Clarkson, Oliver Platt and Sean 
hyd Hayes star in director Peter Hedges’s 

bittersweet comedy about a young 
bohemian woman whose pians to invite her 
estranged suburban parents to her Lower East 
Side apartment in New York for Thanksgiving 
go horribly awry. 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


a) Bad Santa (CO, FP) Billy Bob Thorn- 
ton, Tony Cox, Bernie Mac and Lauren 
Graham star in Ghost World director 

Terry Zwigoff's ultra-cynical Yuletide 
comedy about an alcoholic, down-at-heel 
thief who plans to rob a department store 
while working as a mall Santa, only to have 
his conscience pricked when he befriends a 
lonely eight-year-old boy. 


Blizzard (CO, FP) Brenda Blethyn, Christo- 
pher Plummer and the voice of Whoopi Gold- 
berg are featured in director Levar Burton's 
Christmas-themed family fantasy about a 
young ice skater who befriends a magical 
reindeer. 


Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat (CO, FP) 
Mike Myers, Alec Baldwin, Kelly Preston and 
Dakota Fanning star in director Bo Welch’s film 
version of the classic children’s book about a 
boisterous feline who pays an uninvited visit 
on two kids while their mother is gone, and 
gleefully sets to work destroying their house. 


(a) Elephant (P) Eric Deulen, Alex Frost 
and John Robinson star in My Own Pri- 
PICK vate Idaho writer/director Gus van 
Sant’s disquieting, defiantly non-didac- 
tic Palme d’Or-winning drama, inspired by 
the Columbine massacre, about a day in the 
life of an average American high school that 
is shattered by a sudden outbreak of violence. 


Elf (CO, FP) Will Ferrell, James Caan and 
Zooey Deschanel star in Swingers director Jon 
Favreau’s fish-out-of-water holiday comedy 
about a human man who was raised as an elf 
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Nightly 7:15 & 9:15 pm 
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at the North Pole and who now travels to New 
York City hoping to locate his biological father. 


Gothika (CO, FP) Halle Berry, Penélope Cruz 
and Robert Downey Jr. star in The Crimson 
Rivers director Mathieu Kassovitz’s supernatur- 
al thriller about a criminal psychologist who 
wakes up confined in a mental institution for 
the murder of her husband, a crime she has 
absolutely no memory of committing. 


The Haunted Mansion (CO, FP) Eddie Mur- 
phy, Terence Stamp, Marsha Thomason and 
Jennifer Tilly star in Stuart Little director Rob 
Minkoff’s effects-heavy comedy, based on the 
Disney theme park attraction, about a family 
that encounters all manner of ghosts and pol- 
tergeists during a visit to a haunted house. 


Honey (CO, FP) Jessica Alba, Mekhi Phifer, 
Lil’ Romeo and Joy Bryant star in director Bille 
Woodruff's gotta-dream musical drama about 
a gutsy young dancer from the wrong side of 
the tracks whose blossoming career as a 
music video choreographer is threatened by 
her sexually predatory mentor. 


The Last Samurai (CO, FP, LD) Tom Cruise, 
Ken Watanabe, Billy Connolly and Timothy 
Spall star in Glory director Edward Zwick’s his- 
torical epic about an alcoholic Civil War veter- 
an who travels to Japan to train and 
modernize the emperor's troops, but decides 
to switch sides after being exposed to the 
honour code of the samurai warriors the 
emperor is determined to wipe out. 


Looney Tunes: Back in Action (FP) Bren- 
dan Fraser and Jenna Elfman star alongside 
dozens of beloved Warner Brothers cartoon 
characters in Gremlins director Joe Dante’s 
globe-hopping blend of animation and live 
action, in which Bugs Bunny hooks up with a 
former Hollywood stuntman to track down a 
legendary lost gemstone. 


9 The Lord of the Rings: The Return 
of the King (CO, FP, LD) Elijah Wood, 
Jan McKellen, Viggo Mortensen and Liv 
Tyler star in the long-awaited conclud- 
ing chapter of director Peter Jackson's epic 
film adaptation of J.R.R. Tolkien’s trilogy of 
fantasy novels about a band of hobbits, trolls, 
elves, wizards and humans who embark on a 
quest to destroy an evil, all-powerful ring. 


Love Actually (CO, FP) Hugh Grant, Liam 
Neeson, Emma Thompson, Alan Rickman, 
Keira Knightley, Colin Firth and Laura Linney 
star in writer/director Richard Curtis's all-star 
ensemble romantic comedy, which tells eight 
interlocking stories about various Londoners 
(including the prime minister of England) 
falling in and out of love during the Christ- 
mas season. 


Love Don’t Cost a Thing (CO, FP) Nick 
Cannon, Christina Milian and Steve Harvey 
star in Let’s Talk About Sex director Troy 
Beyer’s remake of the 1987 teen comedy 
Can‘t Buy Me Love, about an unpopular 
teenager who decides to improve his social 
standing by hiring a gorgeous cheerleader to 
pose as his girlfriend. 


“EXHILARATING! 
More than any director working today, Gus Van Sant 
understands what 2 deadly serious business youth can be” 


‘Kanon Didi, HLL 


“FIERCELY INTELLIGENT! 


Tender, achingly beautiful” 
Acwy Takin, 1M COMMENT 
“SPELLBINDING? 
Paar Rabignn, 
CGD BNETINAS TH SAE HERALD 


“MESMERIZING? 
Dinos Home 


Nightly 7:00 & 9:00 
sat Sen Matines 2:00 pm 
eb olenc: 


: lg 


By a strange coinci 
fo) in Edmonton this we 


of the most ridiculo 
, and both of them deal with lonely men wandering thr 


tar-packed films of the 


surreal, war-torn American landscapes. The cast of Masked and Anonymous, 
plays the Metro, includes Jeff Bridges, Jessica Lange, John Goodman, Luke Wi 
Mickey Rourke, Chris Penn, Christian Slater, Cheech Marin, Bruce Dern, Angela t 
sett, Penelope Cruz and Val Kilmer. Not to be outdone, Cold Mountain serves up \ 
Law, Nicole Kidman, Renée Zellweger, Kathy Baker, Philip Seymour Hoffman, Nai 


Portman, Donald Su 


nd and Ray Winstone. Giovanni Ribisi, curiously, turns y 
both. And while Masked stars ultracool legendary musician Bob Dyl 


, Cold cour 


with a cameo by ultracool legend in the making Jack White, of White Stripes fame 


only in Masked and Anonymous do you get to hear 


a) Master and Commander: The Far 
Side of the World (CO) Russell 
PICK Crowe and Paul Bettany star in Witness 
director Peter Weir's waterlogged 
adventure yarn, based on the novels of 
Patrick O'Brian, in which 19th-century British 
sea captain Jack Aubrey and ship surgeon 
Stephen Maturin brave storms and cannon- 
fire as they pursue a French “super-frigate” 
from Cape Horn to the Galapagos Islands. 


The Matrix: Revolutions (FP) Keanu 
Reeves, Carrie-Anne Moss, Laurence Fish- 
burne and Hugo Weaving star in the final 
installment of directors Andy and Larry 
Wachowski’s groundbreaking sci-fi trilogy 
about a rebel army’s life-or-death battle 
against the machines that have enslaved 
most of mankind within a computer-generat- 
ed virtual world. 


The Missing (CO) Cate Blanchett, Tommy 
Lee Jones, Evan Rachel Wood and Val Kilmer 
star in A Beautiful Mind director Ron Howard's 
grim Western about a man who returns home 
to his unforgiving family years after abandon- 
ing them, but must leave them again to res- 
cue his granddaughter when she is kidnapped 
by a band of outlaw army deserters. 


ra) Mystic River (FP) Sean Penn, Kevin 
Beall Bacon and Tim Robbins star in Unfor- 
Ete given director Clint Eastwood’s moody 

drama, set in working-class Boston, 
about three childhood friends whose trau- 
matic memories of the past are revived when 
one, now a police detective, begins to sus- 
pect another of killing the third’s daughter. 
Based on the novel by Dennis Lehane. 


es —_ 


No one ie to know. 


Come in and Check out — 
Edmonton's Largest Collection 
of GAY Adult Films 


Lube -Adut Toys. -Gifts’-Sale & Rent DVD &VAS. -Intemet Ac 


y Back Pages” sung in Japan 


Something's Gotta Give (CO, FP, LD) 
Nicholson, Diane Keaton, Keanu Reeves 4 
Amanda Peet star in What Women Want q 
tor Nancy Meyers’s romantic comedy abd 
middle-aged rascal who re-evaluates his 
long preference for dating much younge 
women when he finds himself falling in 
with the middle-aged mother of his lated 
phy girlfriend. 


Stuck on You (CO, FP, LD) Matt 

Damon, Greg Kinnear, Cher and 
PICK Mendes star in There's Something Ah 

Mary directors Peter and Bobby Fa 
wacky comedy about a pair of Siamese tw 
whose close relationship is threatened wha 
one of the brothers decides to go to Ho! 
and pursue his dream of becoming an act 


Timeline (FP) Paul Walker, Frances 0'C 
nor, Gerard Butler and Billy Connolly star 
Ladyhawke director Richard Donner’s a 
ture yarn about three Yale students who 
travel back in time to 14th-century Frang 
rescue a trapped history professor and ré 
him to the present. Based on the novel b 
Michael Crichton. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 

EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-524 
FP: Famous Players 

GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 

L: Leduc Cinema, 986-2728 

M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 

P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 


= * 


WUEWEEKLY (@Z) DECEMBER 18-24, 2003 


Showtimes for Friday, December 19 to Thursday, December 25 


showtimes are subject to change at any time. Please 
act theatre for confirmation, 


GARNEAU 


PRINCESS 


1037-82 Ave, 433-0728 
PHANT 144 
t, disturbing content. Sat Sun 2.00 
7,00 9,00 Closed Dec, 24-25, 
CES OF APRIL 
hase language. Sat Sun 2.30 
Bay 7.15 9.15 Closed Dec. 24-25 


METRO CINEMA 
9828-101A Ave, 


MAGICAL JOURNEY OF 
ONG TACK SAM stTc 
-Mon 7.00 

—D AND ANONYMOUS 


Mor 9.00 


stc 


GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert, 458-9822. 


CK ON YOU PG 
arse language. Sat-Tue 12.10 2.30 4.50 
10 9.20 No show Dec. 25, 


iE LAST SAMURAI 144 
ones. Sat-Tue 12.15 3.10 
5 9.00 No show Dec, 25. 


ONA LISA SMILE PG 


x2 11.45 2.10 4.30 Daily 6.50 9.10 
show Dec, 25, 


8 12.00 2.15 4,20 Daily 7.10 9.15 

vow Dec, 25, 

ORD OF THE RINGS: . 

HE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
flolence, frightening scenes. Sat-Tue 11.30 3.00 

6:30 10,00 No show Dec. 25. 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St, 986-2728 
CK ON YOU PG 


lanquage. 
/.10 9.30 Sat Sun 1.10 3.30 


OMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
poarse language, sexual content. 
Paly 7.10 9.40 Sat Sun 1.00 3.40 
LORD OF THE RINGS: 
IE RETURN OF THE KING 14A 
=] 00 10.45 Sat 1.30 
IE LAST SAMURAI 14A 
scenes. Dally 2.20 7.20 10.25 


PHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Bay 1.10 3.90 7.10 9.15 
WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


(1) 780-352-3922 


ORD OF THE RINGS: 
E RETURN OF THE KING 144 
1.30 7.00 10.45 


iE LAST SAMURAI 144 
-cenes, Daily 1.10 4,00 7,20 10.25 

ONA LISA SMILE PG 

Daily 1.00 7.10 9.25 


ROTHER BEAR G 


Baity 3.20 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


== CINEMA GUIDE 


CITY CENTRE 
10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
BAD SANTA 148A 


‘ude sexual content throughout, not recommended for 
Bhiidren. Fri-Tue 7.45 10.15 Wed 7.45 


DR. SEUSS! THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
i-Wed 1.10 
ELF a 
Wed 12.50 3.30 


R AND COMMANDER: 
14A 
140 
‘al content, Fri-Tue 3.15 6.50 10.00 Wed 3.15 6.50. 
© LAST SAMURAI 144, 


scenes. Fn-Tue Thu 11.45 3.00 6.30 9.45 

0 11.45 3,00 6.30 

ONEY PG 
Wed 1,00 4,00 6.40 


ORD OF THE RINGS: 
€ RETURN OF THE KING 14A 
BS he. tightening scenes. No passes. Fri-Tue Thu 
0 2.00 4,30 7.00 9.00 Wed 12.00 2.00 4.30 7.00 


STUCK ON YOU 
Coarse language. Fri-Tue Thu 12.40 3.40 7.25 10.25 
Wed 12.40 3.40 7.25 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content. Fri-Tue 12.15 3.20 7.35 
10.30 Wed 12.15 3.20 7.35 

No passes. Thu 12.15 3.20 7.35 10.30 

MONA LISA SMILE PG 


No passes. Fri-Tue Thu 12.30 3.50 7.15 10.20 
Wed 12.30 3.50 7.15 


PETER PAN PG 
Thu 1,10 4,15 7,20 10.00 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
No passes. Thu 12.50 3,30 6,50 9.15 

COLD MOUNTAIN 184 


Thu 11,50 3.10 6.40 10.10 


WEST MALL 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 


INTOLERABLE CRUELTY PG 
Coarse language. Fri-Tue 8.55 
MYSTIC RIVER 14A 


Coarse language. Fri Mon-Tue 6.30 9.20 
Sat-Sun 2.30 6.30 9.20 Wed 6.30 Thu 6.30 9.20 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G 
Fri Mon-Wed 4.30 6,40 Sat-Sun 2.10 4.30 6.40 
SCARY MOVIE 3 144 


Crude content. Fri Mon-Tue Thu 4.40 6.55 9.00 
Sat-Sun 2.20 4.40 6.55 9.00 Wed 4.40 6.55 


KILL BILL: VOLUME | 18A 
Gory violence. Fri Mon-Tue 4,25 7.20 9.45 
Sat-Sun 2,00 4.25 7.20 9.45 Wed 4.25 7.20 Thu 9.10 


UNDER THE TUSCAN SUN PG 
Not suitable for younger children. 

Fri Mon-Tues 4.15 6.45 9.10 Sat-Sun 1.45 4.15 6.45 9.10 
Wed 4.15 6.45 Thu 4.25 6.45 


TIMELINE 14A 
Violence. Fri Mon-Tue Thu 4.20 7.00 9.40 
Sat-Sun 1.40 4.20 7.00 9.40 Wed 4.20 7.00 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 14A 
Violence. Fri Mon-Tue Thu 4.10 6.50 9.30 
Sat-Sun 1.30 4.10 6.50 9.30 Wed 4.10 6.50 


LOST IN TRANSLATION 14A 
Fri Mon-Tue Thu 4.00 7.10 9.35 
Sat-Sun 1,50 4.00 7.10 9.35 Wed 4,00 7.10 


GOTHIKA 144 
Violence, disturbing content. Thu 4.15 7.20 9.45 
HONEY PG 


Thu 4.30 6.40 9,30 


4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 


BAD SANTA 18A 
Crude sexual content throughout, not recommended for 
children. Fri-Tue 7.50 10.20 Wed 7.50 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Fri-Wed 12.30 2.35 4.50 7.20 
ELF G 


Fri-Tue 11.50 2.50 5.00 7.10 9.45 
Wed 11.50 2.50 5.00 7.10 Thu 11.50 


GOTHIKA 144 
Violence, disturbing content. Fri-Tue 10.00 

THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes. Fri-Wed 4.10 

THE LAST SAMURAI 144A 


Gory scenes. Fri-Tue Thu 12.10 3.30 6.30 9.40 
Wed 12.10 3,30 6.30 


HONEY PG 
Fri-Tue 1.40 7.00 9.10 Wed 1.40 7.00 

LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 


Violence, frightening scenes. No passes. Fri-Tue 12.00 
2.00 4.30 7.30 8.45 Wed 12.00 2,00 4.30 6.00 
Thu 12.00 2.30 4.30 7,30 8.45 


STUCK ON YOU PG 
Coarse language. Fri-Sat Mon-Tue Thu 1.20 4.20 7.40 
10.10 Sun 1.20 7.40 10.10 Wed 1.20 4.20 7.40 


BLIZZARD G 
Fri-Wed 1,30 4.40 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 


Coarse language, sexual content. Fri-Tue 1.10 4.00 6.50 
9,50 Wed 1.10 4.00 6.50 No passes. 
Thu 1.10 4,00 6,50 9.50 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
No passes. Fri-Tue Thu 12.50 3.40 6.40 9.20 
Wed 12.50 3.40 6.40 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN fey 
No passes. Sneak preview Sun 4.00 
Thu 1.40 4,50 7.20 9,45 


COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
Thu 12.05 3.10 6.45 10.00 

PAYCHECK PG 
Violence. Thu 1.30 4.40 7.50 10.20 

PETER PAN PG 


Thu 12.30 3.00 7.00 9.30 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


BAD SANTA 18A 
Crude sexual content throughout, not recommended for 
children. Fri-Tue 11.50 5.20 10.40 Wed 11.50 5.20 

Thu 2.50 5.20 7.50 10.40 


DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Fri-Wed 12.10 2.15 4.20 6.50 9.10 Thu 12.10 2.15 4.20 
LOVE ACTUALLY 14A 
Sexual content. Fri-Thu 12.40 3.45 7.20 10.15 

ELF G 
Fri-Wed 11.4! 0 4.60 7.15 9.25 

Thu 2.20 4.50 7.15 9.25 

MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 144 


Violence. Fri-Sat Mon-Wed 12.20 3.40 6.40 9.45 
Sun 12.20 6.40 9,45 Thu 6.40 9.45 


THE LAST SAMURAI 14A 
Gory scenes, Fri-Tue 11.40 1,30 5.00 8,30 10.10 
Wed 11.40 1.30 5,00 8.30 Thu 1.30 5.00 8.30 


HONEY PG 
Fri-Wed 2.50 5.10 7.40 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE 
Coarse language, sexual content. Fri-Wed 12,36 
6.45 7.50 9.40 No passes. Thu 12.30 3.20 6.45 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE RETURN OF THE KING 14A 
Violence, frightening scenes, No passes. Fri-Tue 11.30 
12.00 1.00 2.00 3.0% a 0 8.00 9.00 
10.45 4 


30 6.2 
4.30 5,30 6,30 7 00 
STUCK ON YOU PG 
Coarse language. Fri-Tue Thu 1.50 4.40 7.45 10.30 

Wed 1.50 4,40 7.45 

MONA LISA SMILE PG 
No passes. Fri-Thu 12.50 3.50 7.00 9.50 

IN AMERICA PG 
Mature theme. Fri-Thu 1.20 4.00 6.30 9.15 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
No passes. Sneak preview Sun 4.00 

Thu 2.10 4.45 7.10 9.30 

PETER PAN PG 
Thu 1.10 4.10 6.50 9.20 


WEST MALL 
8882-170 St, 444-1331 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 
THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 


Frightening scenes, not suitable for young chikiren. 
Fri-Tue 6.30 9.30 Wed 6.30 


THE RUNDOWN 14A 
Fri-Tue Thu 4.15 7.00 9.15 Wed 4.15 7.00 

SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER 6 
Fri-Wed 3.30 

TUPAC RESURRECTION 14A 


Coarse language. Fri-Tue Thu 4.45 7.15 9.50 
Wed 4.45 7.15 


BROTHER BEAR 
Fri-Tue Thu 3.45 6.40 8.50 Wed 3.45 6.40 


THE SCHOOL OF ROCK PG 
PG 


2 


Fri-Tue Thu 4.00 7.30 9.40 Wed 4.00 7.30 


RADIO 
Fri-Tue Thu 4.30 6.50 9.30 Wed 4.30 6.50 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION +.) 
Thu 3.30 6.30 9.00 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 


416-0150 
DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Fri-Wed 12.10 2,25 4.45 6.45 
GOTHIKA 14A 
Violence, disturbing content. Fri-Tue 7.10 9.25 Wed 7.10 
ELF G 


Fri-Tue 12.25 3.40 6.55 9.35 Wed 12.25 3.40 6.55 
Thu 6.55 


THE MISSING 144 
Violence. Fri-Tue 9.50 
THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 


Frightening scenes. Fri-Tue 12.30 3.10 7.20 9.20 
Wed 12.30 3.10 7.20 


THE LAST SAMURAI 14A 


Gory scenes. Fri-Tue 12.05 3.20 6.30 9.45 
Wed 12.05 3.20 6.30 Thu 6.30 9.45 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content. Fri-Tue 12.50 3.30 6.40 
9.30 Wed 12.50 3.30 6.40 No passes. Thu 6.40 9.30 


STUCK ON YOU PG 
Coarse language. Fri-Sat Mon-Tue 12.40 3.25 6.50 9.35 
Sun 12.40 6,50 9.35 Wed 12.40 3.25 6.50 Thu 9.35 


BLIZZARD G 
Fri-Wed 11.45 2.20 4.40 

LORD OF THE RINGS: THE 

RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Violence, scenes. No passes. Fri-Tue 11.30 


12.00 3.45 4.15 8.00 8.30 Wed 11.30 12.00 5,00 6.00 
Thu 8.00 8.30 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 

No passes. Sneak preview. Sun 4.00 Thu 7.05 9.20 
‘COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
Thu 6.15 9.25 


PETER PAN PG 
Thu 7.15 9.50 

PAYCHECK PG 
Violence. Thu 7.10 10,00 

MONA LISA SMILE 


Fri-Tue 1.00 3,35 7.00 9.40 Wed 1.00 3.35 7.00 No 
passes. Thu 7,00 9.40 


EDMONTON CINEMA 
1-137 = 


BAD SANTA 184 
Crude sexual co yughout, not recommended for 
chidren. Fri-Wed 


DR. SEUSS’ THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Fri-Wed 12.30 2.30 4.40 

ELF G 
Fri-Thu 1.00 3.20 5.30 7.45 10.00 

MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 14A 


Violence. Fri-Sat Tue-Wed 6.45 9.45 
Sun 12.50 6.45 9.45 Mon 12.50 3.40 9.45 


LOVE ACTUALLY 14a 
Sexual content. Fri-Wwed 6.40 9.40 
THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes. Fri-Wed 1.103 


THE LAST SAMURAI 14A 
Gory violence. Fri-Tue 0 005 
8.30 10.20 Wed 12.10 


HONEY PG 
Fri-Sun Tue-Wed 11.45 1.50 7.50 Mon 11.45 1.5¢ 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content. Fri-Wed 1.40 4.20 7.00 
9.50 asses. Thu 1.40 4. 00 9.50 

BLIZZARD G 
Fri-Thu 12.20 

LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 

OF THE KING 14A 


Violence, frightaning scenes. No passes. Fri-Tue 11.30 
12.00 1.30 2 ) 7.30 8.15 9.00 10.30 


Wed 11.30 00 1.30 2.45 3.45 4.30 6.30 59.00 
Thu 12.00 1.30 2.45 5 4.30 6.30 7.30815 10.30 
LOVE DON'T COST A THING 14A 
Fri-Wed 10.25 
STUCK ON YOU PG 
Coarse language. Fri-Thu 1.20 4.10 7.40 10.15 
MONA LISA SMILE PG 
No pa: Fri-Thu 12.40 3.30 6.50 9.30 

G 
PAYCHECK PG 
Violence. Thu 1.50 4.50 7.50 10.25 
PETER PAN PG 
Thu 12.50 3.25 7.10 9.45 
COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 


Thu 11.45 3.15 6.40 10.05 


FAMOUS PLAYERS 


Fri Sat Sun Mon Ti 
6.45 Thu 3.40 6.45 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1.25 3.55 7.05 9.30 

Wed 1 

THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 


Frightening scenes. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 12.45 2.40 4.45 
7.30 9.50 Wed 12.45 2,40 4.45 7.30 Thu 4.20 


TIMELINE 14A 
Violence. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1.10 4.05 7.10 9.55 
Wed 1.10 4.05 7.10 


LOVE DON'T COST A THING 144 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1.30 4.10 7.15 9.25 

Wed 1.304.10 7.15 

THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 144 
Violence. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 12.55 3.45 6.50 9.45 
Wed 12.55 3.45 6.50 Thu 6.50 9.45 

BLIZZARD G 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1.20 4.00 7.00 9.40 

Wed 1.20 4.00 7.00 Thu 4.15 


COLD MOUNTAIN 184 
Thu 3.30 4.30 6.40 8.00 9.50 

LINE OF CONTROL stc 
Thu 3.35 8.15 

GOTHIKA 144 


Violence, disturbing content. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1.35 
4,20 7.45 10.00 Wed 1.35 4,20 7.45 Thu 7.45 10.00 


PAYCHECK PG 
Violanoe. Thu 3.45 4.10 7.00 7.20 9.40 10.05 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 12.15 2.15 
LOVE ACTUALLY 144 
‘Sexual content. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 9.45 
ELF G 


Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 12.10 2.20 4.40 7.10 
Thu 4.40 7.10 


GOTHIKA 14A 
Violence, disturbing content. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1.20 
4.30 7.50 10.40 Wed 1.20 4.30 7.50 


THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Eee ecariacs trsee son bier) Sas Nant ee 


commended for 
00 Wed 7.40 


4A 


THE LAST SAMURA! 
n Gory Scenes. Sat Sun Mon Tue 11.5¢ 
Wed 11.50 3.15 7.30 Thu 3,55 7.30 10.45 


No pas 


PG 
Mon Tue 12.40 4,10 7.05 9.40 
me 
BLIZZARD G 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed 11.55 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE BG 


Coarse language, sexual content. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 
3 5 9.55 Wed 12.20 3.30 


Thu 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 
OF THE KING 


Violence, frighten 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 1.15 4 
Wed 1.15 4.00 7.15 Thu 4 


PETER PAN PG 
No passes. Thu 4.40 7.109.235 

PAYCHECK PG 
Violence. Thu 4,30 7.50 10.40 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 


No passes. Thu 4.20 €.50 9.15 
Special actvance sneak. Sun 4.00 


COLD MOUNTAIN 184 
The 4.05 7.20 10.35 


WESTMOUNT CEN’ 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 
THE LAST SAMURAI 144 
No passes, Gory scenes. F: t 12.15 3.30 7.00 10.15 
Sun Mon Tue Wed 12.15 3.30 7.45 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 


Coarse languege, sexual content. Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 
12,30 3.456 30 Wed 12.30 3.45 6.45 Thu 3.45 
6.45 9.30 

LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 

OF THE KING 144A 


Violence, frightening ves. No passes. Fri Sat Sun Mon 


Tue Wed 12,00 4.15 0 Thu 4.15 8.30 

MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 12.45 4.00 7.15 10,00 Wed 12.45 
4.00 7.15 Thu 4.00 7.15 10.00 

PAYCHECK FG 


Violence. Thu 3.30 7.00 9.45 


PJ MOVIES 12 
[ ) CINEMA CITY 12 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


KILL BILL: VOLUME 1 
Gory violence. Sat Sun 11.05 Daily 1.25 4. 
Fri Sat late night 12,05 


THE SCHOOL OF ROCK PG 
Sat Sun 11.20 Daily 1.50 4.20 7.00 3.30 Fri Sat late night 
12.50 

BROTHER BEAR c 
Sat Sun 11.10 Daily 1,05 3.10 7.20 9.20 

Fri Sat late night 11.30 


RADIO Bc 
Sat Sun 11.15 Daily 1.45 4.107.10 9.35 
Fri Sat late night 11.55 


THE RUNDOWN 18A 
Sat Sun 11.30 Daily 1.55 4.30 7.30 10,00 
Fri Sat late night 12.10 


THE TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE 18A 
Gory violence. Sat Sun 11.40 

Dally 2.10 4.55 7.40 10.10 

Fri Sat late night 12.15 


AMERICAN WEDDING 18A 
Crude content. Sat Sun 11.55 Daily 2.00 4.50 7.35 9.55 
Fri Sat late night 12.00 


ONCE UPON A TIME IN MEXICO 18A 
Graphic violence. Sat Sun 11.35 Daily 1.35 4.35 7.45 
10.05 Fri Sat tate night 12.25 


FREAKY FRIDAY G 
Sat Sun 11.45 Daily 2.05 4.40 7.15 9.25 

Fri Sat late night 11.35 i. 
SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER G 


Sat Sun 11.50 Daily 2.15 4.45 7.25 9.35 
Fri Sat late night 11.40 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 
‘THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. Daily 
12.55 3.50 6.50 9.45 Fri Sat late night 12.20 
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- Mordor 
was the case 


Even at its bladder- 
stretching length, 
Return of the King 
is Supreme 
entertainment 


By DARREN ZENKO 


“I have seen it.” —Saruman the 
White 


films haven’t exactly polarized 
public opinion, but it has 
sparked renewed debate on one criti- 
cal question: Should long-ass movies 
have an intermission? 
Before LotR, most sane people 


pi: Jackson's Lord of the Rings 


didn’t think any movie needed to be 
three-and-a-half hours long. At that 
length, you’re getting beyond the 
point where even the most blindly 
indulgent of mothers could describe 
their baby as “big”; there’s fat to be 
trimmed. Weirdly, wonderfully, this 
isn’t the case with The Return of 
the King. Sure, there are “slow 
parts,” but there are no “inter- 
minable stretches”; this baby’s dense. 
Some parts are... less action-packed 
than others, but only a superhero 
that was a cross between the Flash 
and Water Wizard could take a leak 
fast enough to avoid missing some- 
thing life-changingly fantastic, or at 
least pretty cool. 

So, intermissions? Well, four-odd 
hours (counting commercial/promo- 
tional preamble and those painfully 
critical seconds between credits 
rolling and zipper descending) is a 
long time to hold two litres of cola 
in escrow. But the problem is, peo- 
ple are inconsiderate jerks. In years 
past, filmgoers might respected the 
length of an intermission and 
returned promptly to their seats. 
Now, it’d be 10, 15 minutes of strag- 
glers coming in all excuse me, excuse 
me, oops, excuse me, whisper, clunk, 
rustle rustle rustle. The only solution 
would be locking the doors. Or bet- 
ter yet, barring the gates. Barring 
them shut with a massive oaken 
beam, sending rank after heroic 
rank of stout spearmen to brace the 
portal with their very bodies, 
against the inexorable flame-spew- 
ing black war machines of the 
Enemy. And as our cinematic citadel 
crumbles under the relentless siege 
of the rude hordes who had to make 
that extra cellphone call, who had 
to pee and buy another keg o’ cola, 
we'll throw defiance in their face by 
using the rubble itself as a weapon. 


For every severed head they terroris- 


tically fling our way, we’ll respond 
by crushing one of their giant fuck- 
ing elephant monsters with two tons 
of 2,000-year-old archway. That, my 
elf-friends, is hardcore action. 


WITH THE LORD OF THE RINGS, 
Jackson and his team have 
approached every aspect of the film- 
making—not just the obvious “prob- 
lems” of adapting Tolkien’s 
doorstop—with imagination, inno- 
vation and a sense of adventure that 
pervades the entire... uh, adventure. 
Even compromises become selling 
points: “Okay, the budget means we 
need to make these three movies all 
at once, and we need to cut out that 


=|FANTASY 


stuff about Tom Bombadil and the 
‘scouring of the Shire’ coda. The 
good news is, we get to make all 
three movies at once, and we're 
gonna cut out all that stuff with 
Tom Bombadil and that ‘scouring of 
the Shire’ coda.’” Picking out one 
aspect of this epic monument to 
good taste and sheer competence— 
special effects, music, production 
design, acting—for praise is nearly 
impossible; it’s like some kind of 
reverse Special Olympics where 
everyone where everybody goes 
home with a medal because every- 
body is Batman. 

If anything, Return of the King 
makes the first two films in the trilo- 
gy even better, simply by giving 
them the proper ending they never 
used to have. Now, as you can imag- 
ine, ending a 12-hour mega-movie 
properly takes up a lot of screen 
time, so there are a great many 
scenes of hugs ’n’ handshakes and 
where-will-they-go-nows at the end 
(SPOILER: Sam’s wife is the hottest 


chick in the film), and every tg 
jerking minute of it is necessary, 4 
even with all this post-climax }; 

ness, RotK manages to give us , 
unspeakably huge battle, a godday, 
long arduous walk up the side o¢ 
volcano, a kickass army of ap 

ghosts, a grief-crazed non-monay 
trying to burn-his son alive, an oy 
giant spider, a bit of “whoop-who, 
whoop” physical comedy from «4 

Unblinking Eye of the Enemy a, 
another unspeakably huge battle 
presented in sounds and music 

beautiful you'll wish you had eigj 
ears to hear it all and so beautify 
loud you'll wish you had eight hay, 
with which to cover those eight ea 

And now, in the end, as the ja 
tor sweeps up confetti and stream 
and the gym has that bitterswee 
sighing post-party feeling, it 4 
comes down to this: they didn’t fj 
it up. Unbelievable. 

(Quibbles for the sake of “} 
ance”: (1) I saw the behind-th 
scenes stuff on DVD, and I kng 
how they get that timeless mystid 
liquid “elf-eyes” effect. Now I cay 
look at Galadriel without seeiy 
some burly stagehand holding up 
tack of 100-watt GE “Soft Whited 
(2) | was weaned on Ralph Baks}y 
half-doomed animated Rings, a 
not even Viggo “Young American 
Mortensen can convince me t 
Aragorn isn’t a badass Chero\ 
warrior.) O 


THE LORD OF THE RING 

THE RETURN OF THE Ki 
Directed by Peter Jackson © Written 
Peter Jackson, Frances Walsh a 
Philippa Boyens © Starring Elijah Woq 
Viggo Mortensen, lan McKellen, | 
Tyler, Miranda Otto, Orlando Blo’ 
Hugo Weaving, Sean Astin and 
Rhys-Davies, but not Christopher |e4 
Now playi 


The teacher walks among us 


Mona Lisa Smile’s 
simplistic message 
will make true 
feminists scowl 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


ona Lisa Smile begins in 1953 
Mi: Katherine Watson (Julia 
Roberts), an idealistic, “bohemi- 
an” art history teacher from Califor- 
nia whose dissertation has predicted 
the great influence of Picasso, arrives 
in Boston. She’s come to teach at 
Wellesley College, an all-girls univer- 
sity where the professor intends to 
nurture her young charges’ budding 
independence at a time when most 
bourgeois ladies were apparently con- 
tent to become housewives. But Mona 
Lisa Smile is more of a Guernica grin— 
a broadly drawn, fractured, too-mod- 
era take on 1950s repression. 
It’s not that Mike Newell’s movie is 
a particularly lazy or artless riff on the 
standard story of the Inspirational 
Teacher Who Wants to Make a Differ- 
ence. The problem with Mona Lisa 
Smile is it that it finks out on the issues 
it raises about family and career and 


instead tracks the various students’ 
romances. (The most triumphant 
moment comes when one of the stu- 
dents rebelliously enters a boys’ col- 
lege dorm and asks her former 
sweetheart to take her back.) There are 
still, believe it or not, women who go 
to university with the hope of finding 
their mate, and many women are still 
torn between motherhood and work.» 
But Mona Lisa Smile never really tries 
to bridge the 50-year gap and make its 
themes relevant to today’s audience. 
This is mostly because Newell 


DRAMA 


puts the viewer in the bubble-world 
of Wellesley, an “elitist icebox” where 
well-off white, heterosexual women 
mix classes in Italian and art appreci- 
ation with a course on poise and elo- 
cution. The biggest outsider is a 
Jewish daughter of divorced parents. 
(There is one lesbian, but she’s the 
school nurse who gives out contra- 
ceptives and-so is quickly dismissed 
by the board and the movie.) Unlike 
Todd Haynes's superb Far From Heav- 
en, the world that exists outside the 
orbit of these privileged, blinkered 
women—the world of racial tension, 


McCarthyism and those uppity lower 
classes—does not exist. 


MONA LISA SMILE RELIES for its 
impact on a host of crudely sketched 
characters. Betty (Kirsten Dunst) is 
the smug, superior ice queen who 
awaits her perfect marriage while 
she’s harried and nagged by her 
shrewish, hard-hearted mother. A 
too-mannered Julia Stiles plays Joan, 
the confident and brainy girl willing 
to sacrifice her lawyer aspirations on 
the altar. Then there’s the ugly duck- 
ling Connie (Ginnifer Goodwin) 
who's far from ugly but still despairs 
of finding her beau, and the quip- 
ping, smoking, Dorothy Parker-ish 
renegade Giselle (Maggie Gyllen- 
haal) who sleeps with older men. 
The movie isn’t built around the 
ebb and flow of “real life,” but an 
overorchestrated series of Dramatic 
Scenes—nearly every episode leads to 
a showdown, revelation, crisis, real- 
ization or reunion. Katherine, faced 
with keeners who've read the whole 
syllabus already, confronts them 
with abstract and post-expressionist 
art such as Jackson Pollock’s #1 in 
order to foment a discussion of what 
art is. But rather than subtly relating 
Katherine's questioning of the defini- 


Julia Roberts ponders Julia Stiles in Mona Lisa Smile 


tion of art to her testing of the 
boundaries of 1950s womanhood 
(strangely, she never shows nudes 
and only discusses male artists; what 
about painters such as Georgia O’Ke- 
effe or Frida Kahlo?), the screenwrit- 
ers use the too-few teaching scenes as 
an opportunity for grand speeches, 
culminating in Katherine’s rant 
against ads showing happy wives 
vacuuming and cooking at home. 

I never really understood Kather- 
ine. Why does she cut short her long- 
distance relationship with her caring, 
supportive boyfriend? Why does she 
carelessly toss herself into the arms of 
the faculty’s lying, philandering bad 
boy (who has, inexplicably, not been 


fired for sleeping with most of 
pupils), whom she was suppose} 
“too smart” to fall for? Mona L 
Smiles reduces “the smartest wo 
in the country” to naive waifs lo 
ing for love. And by the time 
happy ending rolls around, the 
has graduated from the Catty Gi 
Club to the Happy Women’s Soci¢ 
Somehow, I don’t think the lives 
such women in ’50s America alw’ 
turned out so neat and tidy. © 


MONA LISA S| 
Directed by Mike Newell © Writte' 
Lawrence Konner and Mark Rosenth4 
Starring Julia Roberts, Kirsten Dunst 
Julia Stiles ¢ Opens Fri, De 
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an W. Westerman 
equally at home in 
fhe courtroom and 
he studio 


! 


AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


y weekly treasure hunt for 
Edmonton’s emerging artists 
was coming up empty. I had 

outed out numerous cafés and 

conventional galleries like hair 
ions and theatre 
pbies without 
iccess. It wasn’t 

t the art around 

m this week wasn’t good, just 
at | didn’t get that sudden jolt— 

e kind that detectives get in mys- 
novels when they find the clue 

t unravels the whole story. 
Then, just as I was about to give 

, my 15-year-old daughter dragged 

off to the Highlevel Diner after a 
mcert, and there right above our 
ads was the work I had been looking 
all week. It was nothing like any art 
ad seen in Edmonton before. An 
fie stillness hovered around it. There 
is a painting of an abandoned con- 

ction site silhouetted against the 

y like a Greek temple, a painting of 

o jackets hanging side by side like 

timate friends and another of an 

pty ashtray left 

hind by two peo- 

who had appar- 
tly abandoned 
e table. As we 

ed at these 
irks my daughter 
pressed exactly 
e words I had 

n searching for. 
seems as if these 

tings are trying 
tell me some- 
ling,” she said 

sively, “but I’m 

sure what it is.” 
that was when 
ulled out my 

Iphone and 
led the artist to 
to the bottom of this mystery. 


FIRST GLANCE, Bryan Westerman 
ds out from other artists. He came 
eet me in a tasteful suit and tie 
t speaks of boardroom success, not 
smelly, turpentine-soaked clothes 
“ emotional upheavals of a solitary 
dio career. “I started drawing when 
‘as a child,” he said as soon as he 
down. “It was the only thing that I 
Fr said I wanted to do, but it didn’t 
'BPpen.” Westerman had hoped to 
: Dk for an art college right after high 
ol. “My parents were not too 
PPy about that,” he explains. “I 
nd up|in Edmonton going to uni- 
Pity, taking a B.A. and LL.B.” 
4 Westerman obtained his law 
B'ce in 1968 and went on to article 
‘B@ local firm. “I put the idea of 


L ART 


going to art school in the back of my | 


mind and said that this is just not 
going to happen,” he says. Then, one 
day in Europe, as he was standing in 
front of Rembrandt’s Night Watch, the 
desire to paint came back full force. “I 
just wanted to start again,” he 
explains. “It was my own feelings for 
it—{that’s] the best way to put it.” In 
a fashion more characteristic of a 
lawyer than an artist, he set up a 
schedule that he has followed strictly 
for many years. “It’s organized now,” 
he says. “I paint two hours on Mon- 
day through Thursday and Sunday is 
my day. I paint four 
to six hours.” 


AS WESTERMAN 
SITS DOWN to paint, his studio 
becomes a quiet refuge where private 
moments come to life. “I tend to do 
solitary things rather than groups,” he 
explains. “It’s probably because every- 
body is isolated to some extent. As 
much as you think that you are a part 
of the crowd, there are moments 
when you stand alone and those 
moments are interesting.” For Wester- 
man, ordinary scenes from daily life 
have something extraordinary to say 
to us. 

Take “Concrete Structure in a 
Wasteland,” the portrait of an aban- 
doned construction site that so capti- 
vated me at the Highlevel. “That 
structure no longer exists in Edmon- 
ton,” Westerman 
explains. “It stood 
in a dirt field 
besides the Molson 
brewery. I liked it 
because it stood 
there and it didn’t 
crumble. It just was- 
n't falling down, so 
I did a painting of 
[it]. It represents 
endurance; it won’t 
succumb to the 
wind or the rain. 
What touches me is 


difficult times and 
standing up to 
those trials and out- 
lasting them. Every 
day people have financial problems, 
marital difficulties, wonder where 
their next meal is coming from. To 
me, the ordinary man who can stand 
up to the problems they have in life 
are the backbone of society.” 

How does Westerman manage to 
balance his pragmatic life as a busi- 
ness and real estate lawyer with his 
desire to capture the mythical quali- 
ties hidden inside the mundane 
objects that surround us? “That's a 
good question,” he says, almost sigh- 
ing. “The world I would like to live 
in is the art world. I guess I have 
always said that if I could not be an 
artist full-time, I would be a lawyer. 
It’s creative in its own way.” © 


BRYAN W. WESTERMAN 
Highlevel Diner * To Dec 31 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail them 
to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY See What's 
Happening Downtown 

ARTIST STUDIO SHOW 10347-80 Ave * CON- 
STRUCTING POSSIBILITIES: Artworks by William G. 
Prettie « Until Dec. 24 (noon-9pm) 

ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY See What's 
Happening Downtown 

CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave (461-3427) * Group show featuring art- 
works by members of the Centre * Until Feb. 4 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 


| Ave (439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm * A VIEW 


an individual facing | 


TO UNDERSTANDING: Portraits by Christ! Bergstrom; 
until March « THE DEAD DOG DOGMA SERIES. 
Paintings by Christ! Bergstrom; through January 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain 
Rd (482-1402) « Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 
10am-4pm * 2003 RETROSPECTIVE SHOW: 
Landscapes by Myra Harris, Jeff Collins; ceramics 
by Darwin Dolinsky, john Elder, Christian Barr; 
Paintings by James Trevelyan; glassworks by James 
Lavoie; washi chigiri by Terry O'Connor; gold and 
silver jewellery by Wayne Mackenzie, Janet Stein, 
John Blair, Peter McKay; wood boxes by john Morel, 
Henry Schlosser, Doug Haslam * Until Dec. 23 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fi University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-3034) * Open 
Mon-Thu 8:30am-8pm; Fri 9:30am-4:30pm, Sat 
9am-noon * Artworks by graduating students; until 
Jan. 21 


FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine 
Arts Building, 112 St, 89 Ave, U of A Campus (492- 
2081) ¢ Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 2pm-Spm * 
GO A PROGRESS: Paintings by Cynthia Gardiner; 
until Dec. 20 « STUDENT WORK: Paintings by 
Duncan Johnson; until Dec. 20 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open 
Mon-Wed 10am-6pm; Thu-Fri 10am-9pm; Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun 12-5pm * Eskimo soapstone carv- 
ings (inukshuk, bears) by |. Papigatok. West Coast 
Indian and Eskimo silver and gold jewellery by J. 
Sawyer ¢ Until Dec. 30 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 
0240) * Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm * PORTRAITS 
FROM CLASSIC TO CONTEMPORARY: Artworks by 
Pearl Schreiner, Dawn McLean, Christine Wallewein, 
Mary Wright, Sidsel Naess Bradley, Neil Fiertel, 
Richard Tosczak; until Dec. 31 * UNFINISHED VERSE: 
Paintinas by Paddy Lamb; Jan. 2-31 


GALLERY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16A, Spruce 
Grove (962-9505) * Open Tue-Sun 11-Spm, any- 
time by appointment « Work by local artists Beth 
Coulas, Ear! Cummins, Henry de Jager and Mary 
Masters 


GIORDANO GALLERY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) 

* Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * SOUTH 
OF SIXTY: Artworks by artists from the Yukon. 
Curated by the Yukon Arts Centre’s Scott Marsden; 
until Dec. 20 ¢ A retrospective of Violet Owen’s art- 
works; Jan. 8-Feb. 7; opening reception: jan. 8 
(7:30-10pm) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10837 
University Ave (433-5807) « Open; Mon-Fri 9am- 
4pm * CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE: Group show * 
Until Jan. 29 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) « 
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat am-Spm * 
CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: Artworks by over 60 artists; 
until Dec. 24 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) « 
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 
CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: Artworks by Gallery artists * 
Until Dec. 24 


LATITUDE $3 See What's Happening Downtown 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, East 
Entrance, 8440-112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-8pm, Sat-Sun 1-8pm * THE BED SHOW: 
Handcrafted beds and furniture created by Susan 
Owen Kagan and Ken Macklin. in support of the 
Artists on the Wards program © Until jan. 18 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) « 
Open 10am-4pm * SKY FORMS; SEA AND PRAIRIE: 
Artworks by Dave Moore; until Jan. 5 ¢ SYSTEME: 
Multimedia works that explore unique systems in 
conjunction with Lo Féte des Toilettes; jan. 8-Mar. 5 
MUSEE HERATAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anner Street, 
St. Albert (459-1528) © SITTING PRETTY-LA FETE 
DES TOILETTES ¢ Until Feb. 2 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9702- 
111 Ave (488-0255) * DECK THE WALLS: Artworks 
by adults with developmental disabilities 


PITS GALLERY See What's Happening Downtown 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat 10- 
Spm; Thu 10am-8pm * PRESENCE IX: Show and 
fundraiser, sale of functional and decorative art- 
works; until Dec. 24 © Art Ventures: Twinkle, 


Twinkle, kids program; Sat, Dec. 20 (1-4pm); 
$2ichild 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 1 2845-102 
Ave (453-9100) * Open: Sat-Thu-9am-Spm, Fri 
9am-9pm * TEDDY BEARS ARE BACK; Until Feb. 16 * 
FORGED IN FIRE: 19TH CENTURY FIREARMS IN ALBER- 
TA: Until Jan. 11 © BIG THINGS 2: Featuring large- 
scale sculptures by the artists of the North 
Edmonton Sculpture Workshop; until Apr. 30, 2004 
* THE ROOKIE: Photographics of Wayne Gretzky; 
until Jan. 14 * SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL 
PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years and 500 gen- 
erations, people of the past and present, recordings, 
film, lights, artifacts and more. Permanent exhibit + 
THE NATURAL HISTORY GALLERY: * BUG ROOM: 
Live invertebrate display. Permanent exhibit « THE 
BIRD GALLERY: Mounted birds. Permanent exhibit * 
TREASURES OF THE EARTH: Geology collection 
Permanent exhibit * WILD ALBERTA GALLERY: 
Permanent exhibit « A TO Z AT THE MUSEUM: Every 
Sat (9am-1 1am): family-fun drop-in program 


RED STRAP MARKET See What's Happening 
Downtown 


REMEDY 8631-109 St * THINGS ON WALLS. 
Paintings by Christie Schultz, photographs by 
Vanessa Yaremchuck * Until Dec. 37 


ROWLES AND COMPANY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) « 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * CHRISTMAS TREASURES. 
* New artworks by Lynn Malin, Phyllis Anderson, 
Jim Stokes, David Moore, Angelique Gillespie and 
others * Until December 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


SNAP GALLERY See What's Happening Downtown 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 St (444. 
1024) * Work by J. Yardley-jones and Gregg 
Johnson, acrylics by Jim Vest, pottery by Noburo 
Kubo and Jacqueline Stenberg 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO | 1745 
Jasper Ave (482-6677) * Open daily 10am-6pm 
Paintings by Christopher Lucas, Patricia Young, 
Bridgit Turner, Deanna Larson and David Phillips 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215- 
112 St (421-1731) © SPUN: Artworks made from 
handspun fibre by hand weavers, spinners and 
dyers of Alberta; until Dec. 20 * GAIA: Her Form: 
Photography, sculpture and paintings of the fernale 
form by Robert Todrick, Alan Henderson, and 
Sharon Moore-Foster; Jan. 8-Feb. 7; opening recep- 
tion: Jan. 8 (7:30-9:30pm) 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) * Open: Tue-Sat 1iam-Spm * Abstract 
paintings by Jonathan Forest and figurative works 
by Dana Holst * Until Dec. 23 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488- 
4892) * SHORTBREAD AND SHERRY: Christmas exhi- 
bition, group show; until Dec. 23 


WORKS GALLERY See What's Happening Downtown 


LITERARY 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE See 
What's Happening Downtown 


CHAPTERS WEM (444-2555) * Zhauna Alexander 
signing copies of her novel Love Is An Octopus « 
Dec. 27 (12-4pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne St, St 
Albert ¢ Every Sun (8pm): Sunday Night Funnies 
with spiritual detective, Barbara May and guest 
THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) * Bob Beddow; Dec. 18-20 © Rob Pue; 
Dec. 26-27 * Cory Harding; Jan. 2-3 (Fri,8:30pm) « 
Attila Kun; jan. 9-10 (Fri, 8:30pm) 


FARGO’S 10307-82 Ave (433-4526) * Fargo’s 
Laugh-a-Lot Comedy * Every Sun 

LEGEND’S PUB 6104-172 St (481-2786) * Rob 
Pue * Thu, Dec. 18 * No cover 


RED’S WEM (481-6420) * Hypno Sundays: Teance 
8.; Sun, Dec. 21 * Hypno Sundays: Sebastian Steel; 
Sun, Dec. 28; 9:30pm; free 


THEATRE 


BURLESQUE 11315-106 Ave (454-0583) « 
Presented by Azimuth Theatre © By Panties 
Productions * Jan. 9-25 * Tickets available by 
phone at 454-0583 
CHIMPROV! The New Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave (448-0695) * Long-form improvisational sketch- 
€s performed by Rapid Fire Theatre’s top improvis- 
ers ¢ Every Sat (11pm) except last Sat of each 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL See What's Happening 
Downtown 


THE CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT The Roxy, 
10708-124 St (453-2440) © Presented by Brass 
Monkey Productions and * Kenneth 
Brown, Bill Bourne, Tom Roschkov, Terry Morrison 
and Maria Dunn star in the 8th edition of 


songs by some of Edmonton’s favourite roots musi- 
cians * Until Dec. 21 (8pm); Sat, Dec. 20 (2pm) « 
$20 (adv)/$25 (door), children under 12 free forthe 
Sat Matinee when accompanied by an adult « “"" 
Tickets available at Theatre Network box office 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave * Jeff 
Haslam, Stephanie Wolfe, Mark Meer, Josh Dean, 
Davina Stewart and Leona Brausen celebrate the 13th 
season of Edmonton's legendary live improvised soap 
opera by spoofing the ‘50s melodramas of Douglas 
Sirk and Grace Metalious ¢ Every Monday (8pm) 


GILLIAN’S ISLAND jubilations Dinner Theatre, 
WEM (484-2424) ¢ A 10th-anniversary revival of 
this parody of the ‘60s TV series Gilligan's Island, 
about a crew of hapless sailors and their mis- 
matched passengers who are washed ashore on a 
deserted tropical island during a violent storm * 
Until Jan. 25 ¢ Tickets available by phone 


GIMME! GIMME! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Awe 
(433-3399 mailbox 3) © Jeff Haslam and Celina 
Stachow are joined by pianist Steven Greenfield and 
an ever-changing series of special guest stars for an 
evening of classic songs on the subject of wishing, 
needing, craving and pleading « Dec. 18-20, Thu- 
Sat (9pm) * Pay-Whai-You-Can 


INDIANA BONES AND THE RETURN OF HEL- 
MUT SCHMELMUT Celebrations Dinner Theatre, 
Oasis Entertainment Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd (448- 
9339) © Daredevil archaeologist Indiana Bones 
must save the day yet again when his archrival 
Helmut Schmeimut reappears on the scene, once 
again bent on world destruction in this musical 
spoof of the Raiders of the Lost Ark series of adven- 
ture films ¢ Until Jan. 31 (Sat 6:15pm, Sun 5:15pm) 
* $43.95 (Wed, Thu, Sun)/$49.95 (Fri, Sat)/$20 
(child 12 and under)/free (child under 2) * New 
Year's Eve: $79.95, Includes party favours, glass of 
champagne at midnight, midnight snack, dance 
with Dj after the play 


THE INNOCENTS La Cité Francophone, 8627-91, 
(420-1757) © Presented by Leave in to Jane Theatre 
* Jan. 9-18 (8pm Mon-Sat, 2pm Sun) « $18 
(adult)/$15 (student/senior/Equity) * Tickets avaii- 
able at TIX on the Square 


LITTLE JACK HORNER The Prince of Wales 
Armouries, 10440-108 Ave, South West entrance 
(481-5964) * An old English traditional pantomime 
presented by Alberta’s St. George of England 
Society * Sat, jan. 3 (7.30pm); Sun, Jan. 4 (2pm); 
Fri, Jan. 9 (7.30pm); Sat, jan. 10 (7.30pm); Sun, 
Jan. 11 (2pm) * $12 (adult)/$5 (child under 12) 


OH SUSANNA! The Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave, www.varsconatheatre.com/ohsusanna * A spe- 
cial Christrnas edition of Edmonton's live Euro-style 
talk show, in which international glamour gal 
Susanna Patchouli presides over an evening of com- 
edy, games arid celebrity interviews aided by her 
co-host, Eros, God of Love * Sat. Dec. 20 (11pm) 


OLIVER! Festival Place, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood 
Park (449-3378) © Presented by The Festival Players 
* Lionel Bart's rollicking musical adaptation of 
Charles Dickens's novel Oliver Twist, about the 
adventures of a young orphan boy who falls in with 
a pack of youthful thieves on his way to fulfillingi@y 
life's destiny * Sat, Dec. 20 (sold out); Sun, Dec. 
2)-Tue, Dec. 23, Sat, Dec. 27, Mon, Dec. 29-Tue, 
Dec. 30 (7:30pm), $20 (adult)/$15 (student); Fri, 
Dec. 26 (2pm), $15 (everyone); Sun, Dec. 28 
(7:30pm), $20 (adult)/$15 (student)/$39.50 (adult, 
dinner/show)/$34.50 (student, dinner/show) « 
Tickets available at Festival Place box office, 
TicketMaster 


ROCKIN’ VEGAS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 
Ave (483-4051) * A high-energy musical revue cel- 
ebrating the music of Frank Sinatra, Elvis Presiey, 
Liberace, Neil Diamond, Wayne Newton and other 
Performers associated with Las Vegas * Until Feb. 
22 © Tickets available at Mayfield Dinner Theatre 
box office « New Year's Eve: $135 (includes dinner 
and show) 


SURVIVAL: THE IMPROVISATION GAME The 
Third Space, 11516-103 St (424-6304) © Live, com- 
petitive improvisational comedy with "an element 
of danger” * Dec. 19, Jan. 2, 9, 30 © $5 © Tickets 
available at the door 


» 
THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) ¢ Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre « 
Teams of improvisers create sketches on the spot 
based on audience suggestions, and have the 
results evaluated by a team of heartless judges « 
Every Fri (11pm) * Tickets available by phone 


THE TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS Horizon Stage, 
1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove (962-8995/451- 
8000) * A night of funny and heart-warming holi- 
day stories performed by actor, playwright and 
radio personality Nils Ling * Sat, Dec. 20 (7:30pm) 
* $20 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) © Tickets avail- 
able at the door, by phone at 962-8995, Horizon 
Stage box office, TicketMaster 


THE TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS The Arden, 5 
St. Anne St, St. Albert (459-1542) * A night of 
bis pang mnie eon ige 
* Fri, Dec. 19 (7:30pm) « $25 ge. 
THE WELL BEING Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway 
Boulevard (431-1750/420-1757) « Part of Catalyst. 
Theatre's Blind Dates With Theatre * The South 
African theatre troupe Mouthpeace Theatre uses 
mime, text, a watermelon and a stage covered in 
newsprint to tell a fable about love, grace, injustice, 
@ porpoise and two frogs * jan. 7-11, 13-15 (8pm) 
* $21 (adult)/$16 (student) * Tickets available at 
TIX onithe Square ‘ B 
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will 
astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


Happy Holy Daze, Aries! I've been meditat- 
ing on the perfect holiday gift for you. What 
symbolic item might inspire you to take 
maximum advantage of the cosmic currents 
in 2004? | decided on the book Marathon 
Training for Dummies by Tere Stouffer 
Drenth. It’s not because | think you should 
literally gear up to run a 26-mile race during 
the coming year. Rather, I'd like to get you 
in a frame of mind in which you're always 
prepping yourself for lengthy projects that 
will require stamina, resourcefulness and 
strategic thinking. 


Happy Holy Daze, Taurus! The love song is an 
endangered species. Lots of modern musi- 
cians do sex songs and pain songs and rage 
songs, but few are inclined to craft tunes in 
weiich they declare their passionate affection 
and describe it in all its nuanced uniqueness. 
As a result, Taurus, you will most likely be out 
of sync with the tenor of the times in 2004. 
Your heart will be stirred as it hasn’t been in 
many moons. Even if you’re not a professional 
vocalist, you may often feel the longing to 
express your lush emotions in song. If | were 
going to get you a holiday gift, it would be a 
compilation CD filled with the greatest love 
songs of the last 60 years. 


Happy Holy Daze, Gemini! | predict that 
you'll dive deeper in 2004. You will cheerily 
plunge in over your head as you pursue the 
noble goal of getting to the bottom of 
things. Exploring murky waters shouldn’t 
faze you because you'll have a sixth sense 
that’s equivalent to being able to see in the 
dark. In looking around for a holiday gift you 
could give yourself to encourage these extra- 
ordinary predilections, | came across a yel- 
low submarine for sale on the Internet. 
Amazingly, it’s named the Gemini. For more 
info, see www.subeo.com/inside.htm. 


PEPE CANCER see zs-so 2 


You think you know what chocolate is all 
about? You don’t. The tastes you find in 
M&M‘s and Hershey’s Kisses comprise a tiny 
percentage of chocolate’s total flavour spec- 
trum. A few vanguard connoisseurs are 
beginning to awaken to the glorious diversi- 
ty. New York now boasts several gourmet 
boutiques that offer the kind of variety char- 
acteristic of wine and coffee specialty stores. 
If | could get you a holiday gift, Cancerian, it 
would be a sampling of these exotic choco- 
lates. Maybe if you realized what you’ve 
been missing in this one area, you'd also get 
more aggressive about pursuing a wider 
array of other fine pleasures in 2004. And 
that would be in alignment with the astro- 
logical omens. 


Happy Holy Daze, Leo! I’ve been meditating 
on the perfect holiday gift for you. What 
would best get you ready for 2004? What 
symbolic offering might motivate you to 
take maximum advantage of the astrological 
opportunities ahead? And the answer is dirt; 
to be exact, one cup of good, rich soil from 
each of the seven places in the world where 
you feel most at home. With these contain- 


DOWNTOWN 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontondowntown.com 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186- 
106 St (488-6611/4808-5900) « Open Mon-Sat, 
10am-Spm, Thu 10am-8pm (closed all hols) « 
MAIN GALLERY: HOLIDAY CELEBRATION OF 
CRAFT: Mixed media crafts; until Dec. 24 « 


CRAFT; until Dec. 24 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd Floor, Knol 
Building, 10217-106 St (423-2966) « Open Thu 
5-8pm or by appointment * Artworks by Ryan 
Brown, jeff Collins, Aaron Pederson, Tim Rechner, 
Paul Roberts, Gabriela Rosende, Greg Swain, 
Anna Szul, Eugene Uhuad and quests 


@EpmonTon ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 
1lam-Spm. Closed Mon ¢ STORYBOARD: until 
Feb. 8 © THE OTHER LANDSCAPE; until Feb. 15 
GODZILLA VS. SKATEBOARDERS; until Feb. 22 « 
KIM ADAMS AND DAVID HOFFOS; until Feb. 22 « 
CRAIG LEBLANC WORK FROM THE SOPHOMORE 
JNX; until Feb. 22 ¢ CHILDREN’S GALLERY: 
BECOME: Curated by Don Moar * ART FOR 
LUNCH: EAG Theatre; Art: 21—Art in the 21st 
Century (4-part PBS video series) featuring 
Consumption: Thu, Dec. 18 « AFTER DARK: Live 
theatre performance, a sneak-peak performance 
of an excerpt of The Last Train by Beth Graham 
and Daniela Viaskalic. Music by D) Becket 
(Montreal), guided gallery tours of Godzilla vs 
Skateboarders; Sat, Dec. 20 (7pm) * $15 
$12/310 (student/senior), $5 (children 6-12)/free 

gqagmember/children 5 and under) 


GIORDANO GALLERY 10080 Jasper Ave (429- 
5066) * Open Wed and Sat 12-4pm; anytime by 
appointment * SMALL WORKS SHOW 2003: 
Artworks by gallery artists « Until Dec. 25 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) ¢ MAIN 
SPACE: SURREALISM REDUX: Paintings by Loren 
Spector; Jan. 9-Feb. 7 * PROJEX ROOM: 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


DISCOVERY GALLERY: HOLIDAY CELEBRATION OF 


EXUBERANT NOTIONS: Fibre-based, 3D drawings 
by Richard Boulet; Jan. 9-Feb. 7 


RED STRAP ART MARKET 10305-97 St (497- 
2211) © OPENING PARTY: For all local artists and 
artisans. Opening with live jazz and cocktails * 
Dec. 18 (S-11pm) © Free 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 101 30-103 St (426- 
4035) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat Noon-Spm 
* Blown glass sculptures by BC and Alberta artists 
including Mark Gibeau, Arte Vargas, Susan 
Gottselig and Marcia de Vicque * Until January * 
ALTERNATIVE EXHIBITION SPACES: « HOTEL 
MacDONALD: Acrylic paintings by Steve Mitts « 
OXFORD TOWER LOBBY: Oil paintings by 
Audrey Pfannmuller * THE BELL TOWER: Acrylic 
paintings by Sheila Luck; watercolours by Glenda 
Beaver, blown glass by Arte Vargas, Mark Gibeau 
and Marcia de Vicque * WESTIN HOTEL LOBBY: 
Oil paintings by Audrey Pfannmuller * Until jan. 
29 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY 604A, 10030-107 
St, Seventh Street Plaza, North Tower (425-6885) 
* Open Tue-Thu 5:30-9pm or by appointment 
Artworks by David Seghers, Robert von Eschen, 
Eric Butterworth, Jeff Collins, Pamela How (Vilsec), 
Neil McClelland and Jacqui Rohac 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St (423-1492) « 
Open Tue-Sat (12-5pm) * MAIN SPACE: FLOOR 
TO CEILING: Printmaking artworks by Mexican 
artist Aljandro Magallanes; until Dec. 20 « 
Printmaking artworks by Mark Bovey; Jan. 8-Feb. 
7; opening reception: Thu, Jan. 8 (7-9pm) ¢ 
SNAPPY SATURDAY: Beautiful Bookmarks; Sat, 
Dec. 20 (1-4pm); $5 (child)/free for accompany- 
ing adult 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10150 
Jasper Ave (426-2122) * Open: Mon-Fri 
11:30am-5;30pm * FROST: Edmonton contempo- 
rary furniture featuring artists and designers from 
IDEA (The Industrial Designers of Edmonton 
Association) « Until Dec. 19 


ers of sacred ground displayed on your altar, 
you might be inspired to come way down to 
earth: to be more practical, detail-oriented, 
skilled at compromise and hard-working 
than you've ever been. 


Happy Holy Daze, Virgo! I’ve been meditat- 
ing on the perfect holiday gift for you. What 
symbolic offering might inspire you to be in 
closest alignment with the cosmic currents 
in 2004? | decided on a framed photo of a 
Great White Shark, the only sea creature that 
has no natural enemies. | expect that you 
will likewise have few adversaries and obsta- 
cles in the coming months. The Great White 
is also at the top of the food chain, and 
while you may not ascend all the way to the 
pinnacle of your local hierarchy, you should 
definitely climb higher. 


STPUILIBRA— snezs-ncrz 


Happy Holy Daze, Libra! I’ve been meditat- 
ing on the perfect holiday gift for you. 
What symbolic item might help you take 
maximum advantage of the cosmic cur- 
rents in 2004? Here’s what | came up with: 
the film Destino, a collaboration between 
surrealist painter Salvador Dali and Walt 
Disney’s team of animators. Though the 
joint artistic effort began soon after Disney 
and Dali met in 1945, it wasn’t completed 
until recently. In that sense alone it should 
be inspiring, because you too will be striv- 
ing to revive an old dream in the coming 
months. Your near future will resemble a 
Disney-Dali creation in another way: there'll 
be a convergence of what’s weird and 
what’s popular, what's extraordinary and 
normal, what's adventurous and cute. 


SCORPIO 


Oct 23 - Nev 27 


Happy Holy Daze, Scorpio! The coming year 
will be a favourable time to double your 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE 
Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers, 
100, 10010-107A Ave (423-9683/423-9684) « 
Information sessions * Tue, Jan. 6, 13 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORKING 
GROUP Edmonton Chamber of Commerce, 600, 
10123-99 St (426-4620) * Annual Christmas 
party * Fri, Dec. 19 (6:45-8:30am) ¢ $2 and 
non-perishables for the Food Bank, or donations 
to the Endowment Fund 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq, * lower level (496-7070) 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings; reading by 
the Rev. Trashy Drifter; every Sun until Dec. 28 
(2pm); free 


QUEER LISTINGS 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423- 
5014) ¢ Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, 
shows. Members only 


GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 
9912-106 St (488-0564) * Peer education initia- 
tive for gay/bisexual men that works toward pre- 
venting the spread of HIV by improving self- 
esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 
10550-102 St (488-5742) * Programs and sup- 
port services for people affected and infected by 
HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, refer- 
rals, support groups, harm reduction, education, 
advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) « 
www.icarealberta.org * The Interfaith Centre for 


commitment to rowdy fun. | encourage you 
to attend more parties than usual and always 
be on the lookout for how you can energize 
social occasions with acts of joyous abandon. 
You'll also be wise to infuse even your inti- 
mate encounters with boisterous amuse- 
ments. Therefore, Scorpio, please consider 
doing more handstands on barstools in 
2004. Try dancing on tabletops with only 
some of your clothes on, slurping right out 
of punchbowls, starting food fights and 
knocking over lamps while spontaneously 
making love. If | were going to get you a 
symbolic holiday gift this year, it might be a 
chandelier, conveying to you my hope that 
you will bring back the lost art of swinging 
on chandeliers. 


suds) [SAGITTARIUS v2 onc 2 


Happy Holy Daze, Sagittarius! I’ve been 
meditating on the perfect holiday gift for 
you. What would best get you ready for 
2004? What might help you take maximum 
advantage of the astrological opportunities 
ahead? And the answer is: a $20 million, 30- 
second ad about you and your services, to 
be broadcast on TV during the Super Bowl 
next February. You need a splashy marketing 
gambit like that to get the word out. It’s 
high time for you to shine in the spotlight at 
centre stage. 


SR ICAPRICORN one ze- sas 


Happy Holy Daze, Capricorn! I’ve been 
meditating on the perfect holiday gifts for 
you. What symbolic items might inspire 
you to take maximum advantage of the 
cosmic currents in 2004? I’ve decided on 
three things: (1) binoculars, which | hope 
will encourage you to constantly seek closer 
looks at distant sights; (2) mountain-climb- 
ing equipment, which | hope will encour- 
age you to spend more time outside, get 
naturally high and look at the world from 
lofty perspectives; and (3) lightweight, 
quick-drying, anti-bacterial underwear 


AIDS/HIV Resources and Education (formerly 
Interfaith Association on AIDS) provides spiritual 
support and connections for those affected by 
HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 
9912-106 St * Meetings every second Thursday 
each month 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462- 
5958) * Meetings every third Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30pm * Support/education for par- 
ents, families and friends of lesbians/gays/bisexu- 
als/transgenders 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open 
Sun-Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * TUE: Hot 
Butt Contest (8pm-midnight) with Dj Janny « 
WED: Amateur strip with Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, 
D} Alvaro * THU: Rotating shows: Ladonna’s 
review, Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link 
game second and last Thursday with Dj Jazzy « 
FRI: Upstairs—Euro Blitz: New European music 
with Dj Outtawak, Dj Jazzy and male stripper 
Downstairs-femnale stripper * SAT: Every Sat like 
new years: Upstairs-Monthly theme parties with 
Dj Jazzy, new music with DJ Dan and Mike 
Downstairs—Retro music * SUN: Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer Bash; every long 
weekend with Dj Jazzy « Tue-Thu $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member); Sun $2 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 St (990- 
1818) © Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT 
GROUP egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every 
fourth Tuesday of the month « Information and 
mutual support for transgendered people in an 
open, friendly and safe environment. Open to 
transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, drag 
queens/kings 

YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton 
(GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 St (488-3234) « 


designed to be washed every night a; 
travel. | hope they’Il encourage you to | 
behind heavy baggage and complic, 
expectations as you make frequent fo, 
out of your comfort zone. : 


AQUARIUS saa20-i 


Happy Holy Daze, Aquarius! Your holiday, 
ebrations wouldn’t be much fun if there , 
no such thing as fungi. One member of 
fungus family, yeast, is essential to brew 
alcoholic beverages, baking pastries, , 
turning cocoa beans into chocolate. Ano 
type of fungus is crucial to the growth 
most Christmas trees. They grow well o, 
because of the symbiotic relations 
between their roots and certain mushroo, 
Wrapping paper would, of course, aso 
scarce without the mushrooms’ assistand 
Now that you've heard these facts, Aquariy 
hope you'll decide to make the fungus yj 
good luck charm in 2004. It will reming 
to hold in high esteem the hidden forces y 
unsung people that will be constantly w 
ing behind the scenes in your behalf. This 
be the Year of Secret Helpers. (Thanks to Jj 
Volk’s Fungus of the Month website 
botit.botany.wisc.edu/toms_fungi/fotm.ht 


<> |PISCES _ 


Happy Holy Daze, Pisces! I’ve been medi 
ing on the perfect holiday gift for yg 
What would best get you ready for 20 
What might motivate you to take ma 
mum advantage of the astrological opp 
tunities ahead? I’ve decided to give yo 
small, circumscribed part of the Pac 
Ocean. It’s a cubic mile located betw 
longitude 110 and 111 degrees west 
between latitude 10 and 11 degrees so 
I'm hoping that this manageable, wd 
defined section of the primal sea will insp 
you to create better boundaries as you d 
with your own oceanic emotions, and to 
more judiciously dramatic and less oy 
flowingly melodramatic. O 


Fob 18 - Nar 2 


www.yuyouth.tripod.com/yuy * Every Sat (7- 
9pm) * A facilitated social/support group for les- 
bian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, straight and 
questioning youth under the age of 25 


SPECIAL EVENT 


AFTER DARK Edmonton Art Gallery, 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq (422-6223) * Live theatre 
performance, a sneak-peak performance of an 
excerpt of The Last Train by Beth Graham and 
Daniela Vlaskalic. Music by Dj Becket (Montrea!) 
guided gallery tours of Godzilla vs Skateboarder: * 
Sat, Dec. 20 (7pm) « $15 


CHRISTMAS BANQUET Shaw Conference 
Centre (988-5433) « Dec. 25 


DISCOVER THE DANCE AND MUSIC OF INDIA 
Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (420-1757) * Kriti Bhatnagar and 
friends * Tue, Jan. 6 (7-9pm) © $11/adult)/S8 
(senior/student)/$20 (family, 2 adults 1-3 children 
under 16) © Tickets available at TIX on the 
Square 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL The Citadel, Shoctor 
Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) ¢ Tom 
Wood (who also wrote the script) recreates his 
celebrated performance as Ebenezer Scrooge for 
the fourth straight year in director Bob Baker's 
lavish stage version of the timeless Charles 
Dickens story about a Christmas-hating miser 
who renounces his misanthropic ways after a 
series of ghostly visitors appear to him on 
Christmas Eve * Until Dec. 24 * Tickets available 
at Citadel Theatre box office 


DECEMBE! 


T2F 


R 18-24, 2003 


| 


free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail 
to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is 


1 at 3pm 


. CLUBS/LECTURES 


NG WITH THE HOLIDAYS See What's 
pening Downtown 

ONTON COALITION AGAINST WAR AND 
cisM (E.C.A.W.AR.) Mennonite Centre for 
omers, WWw.wage-peace.org (988-2713) * 
raj meeting * Sun, Jan. 11 (7-9pm) 


ONTON’S PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
ENT West Edmonton Christian Assembly, 

is-199 St (496-6177) * Proposed amendment to 

Lewis Farms Area Structure Plan, the Webber 

ns Neighbourhood Structure Plan, Suder 

ns Neighbourhood Structure Plan and change 

e Zoning Bylaw, Ward 1 * Wed, Dec. 17 (7pm) 


INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE See What's 
ening Downtown 


ORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORKING 
DUP See What’s Happening Downtown 


OSE U.S. NATIONAL MISSILE DEFENSE 
ITTEE Roots, www.wage-peace.org (988- 
3) « Planning meeting presented by the 

ynton Coalition Against War and Racism 
AWAR.) Sat, Jan. 3 (3-Spm) or visit 
.wage-peace.org 

NES. EDMONTON (433-2932) © Storytelling 
ation; every 2nd Fri (8pm) ¢ The oral tradition 
orytelling (be a listener or a storyteller) 


Oe TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCI- 

0 GADEN SAMTEN LING 11403-101 St (479- 
)* Learn about Tibetan Buddhism and medita- 
with Kushok Dhamchoe of Namgyal Monastery 
dia ¢ Every Tues (7-9pm): beginners * Every 
(7-9pm) and Sun (11am-1pm): advanced 
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QUEER LISTINGS 


DS (454-8449) © A support group, local chap- 
af the international organization of Eastern 
jodox and Eastern Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian 
istians 

DTS AND SADDLES See What’s Happening 


town 


DDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488- 


if 


L 


6636) * Open 9-3 * Dancing, strip contests, go-go 
boys * Every Mon: Free pool. Djs Arrow Chaser, Jeffy 
Pop, Code Red *« No membership needed 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) Support com- 
munity for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave (482-7960) « 
Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION (422-6207) * An organization for gay men 
and lesbians in business and their non-gay friends to 
share business knowledge, learn, make friends and 
network in a positive, proud space where being 
yourself is the norm 


GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) See 
What's Happening Downtown 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY See 
What's Happening Downtown 


ICARE See What's Happening Downtown 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB See What's Happening 
Downtown 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus, 
www.ualberta.ca/~cied/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm « 
Monthly meetings for campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, 
straight allies and support staff of the U of A to net- 
work and socialize in a supportive environment (fall 
and winter terms). Contact Kris Wells (kwells@ual- 
berta.ca) or Marjorie Wonham (mwonham@ualber- 
ta.ca) for info 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) 
* Every Sun (7pm): Worship services. Serving the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered community 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect. ab.ca/livepos 
(488-5768) ¢ Edmonton Persons Living with HIV 
Society. Peer-facilitated support groups, peer coun- 
selling * Daily drop-in 


LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.!cna.org (426- 
0905) © A spiritual community which gathers 
monthly for sharing, friendship, individual support 
and a safe space for our own spiritual questions 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices 
* Practices every Mon and Thu 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denomina- 


| 
A 


you want to place your Classified ad in 

eekly please phone Carol at 426-1996. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday 

before publication. 


appliances wanted 


WANTED 
Wringer and spin washers 
-1012 


business opportunities 
BECOME A SUCCESSFUL 
WELLNESS CONSULTANT 


Work your own hours at home, 
Call 473-5105 for complete details. 


WORK AT HOME / LIVE YOUR DREAMS 
$500-$3000+ per month parttime; $3000- 
$10,000+ fulltime. Control your hours and 
income. Full training and sun provided. 
Call (780) 454-2190 for free booklet. 


START YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
brand new FreshOmatic vending machines 
Snack/pop combo. Motivated to sell. 
$7,500/each. Call 457-0692. 


n eNTREPRENEURS Wanted for a Home Based 
siness. Contact Lianne 417-4718 or Toll free 
at 1-877-421-5877. 


Work unique business from home 
Visit www.gotakealook.com/ca/brandy 
Ph 432-5145. 


dance class 


4 BELLY DANCE CLASSES 
“pinner: Mon morning or Tues evenings. 
Starting Jan, 12.'488-0706. 


stoi t Ter} aley a) 


LIVE YOUR DREAM. 
*" today, apply for the March 04 Dramatic 


The Vancouver Acad 


POOL TABLES 


Solid Oak Tables, 1” Italian Slate, Leather Pockets. 
Installed (within city) 
LEISURE TIME PRODUCTS 987-4686 


SUCCESSFUL COURIER CO. for sale 
in Edmonton, due to illness. Call (780) 475-8552 


NEW “A” STYLE HARDSHELL MANDOLIN CASE 
$75.00 OBO. Ph Caro! 426-1996 


furnished suites 


AWESOME LOCATION 
Spacious bachelor studios 
1 bdrm, 


bdrm. Avail. Jan. 1. 428-9261 


help wanted 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr., Wednesdays (night) 
and Thu (daytime), permanent/part-time. 
dat ine stan on truck. ooking for 


oe al sore 4 


Busy highend hair salon requires full time assis- 
tant and part-time receptionist. Please apply in 
person at 10636-124 St with resume 


Be trained to work in the field Special Events, 
Bylaw, Airports, Casinos, Hotels. Up to $14/hr. 
Call Hilltop Security Academy 452-1010. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGUSH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 Ave. 

Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


oVitale M-lale Mar-lell 


INFINITY MOVING 
Save $c. $59/hr. Hire us for all local and 
distance moving needs. 450-2500. 


tional church services 
PFLAG See What's Happening Downtown 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877- 
882-2011, ext. 2038) « Edmonton Police Service 
and the gay and lesbian community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every sec- 
ond Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group 
for gay/bisexual men over 40 and their friends 


THE ROOST See What's Happening Downtown 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL See What's Happening 
Downtown 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT 
GROUP See What's Happening Downtown 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Sun-Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3 © Gay nightclub. Every 
Sun-Tue (7-12am): karaoke with Tizzy. Every Wed: 
game show. Every Fri: free pool. Every weekend 
open stage, dance with DJ Arrow Chaser ¢ No 
membership needed 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH See What's 
Happening Downtown 


| SPECIAL EVENTS | 


AFTER DARK See What's Happening Downtown 


A CHILD'S CHRISTMAS IN WALES Rutherford 
House, 11153 Saskatchewan Dr (427-3995) « 
Reading of Dylan Thomas's story by Norman 
Thomas with musical accompaniment by harpist 
Gordon Ritchie « Dec. 26-28 (2-3pm); $5 
(adult)/$4 (senior)/$2.50 (child 7-1 7yrs) 


CHRISTMAS BANQUET See What's Happening 
Downtown 


A CHRISTMAS PAST Rutherford House, 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr (427-3995) © A typical early 
1900s Christmas including Christmas carols, crafts 
and candy cane ice cream * Dec, 21 (12 and 4pm) 
* $3 (adult)/$2 (senior/youth (7-17)/$8 
(families)/children 6 years and under free 


DISCOVER THE DANCE AND MUSIC OF INDIA 
See What’s Happening Downtown 


ICE ON WHYTE FESTIVAL 2003 Mcintyre Park, 
83 Ave, between 103 and 104 St (439-9166) 
www.oldstrathcona.ca * Presented by the Old 
Strathcona Business Association and local business 
sponsors * Ice sculptures on display; ice sculpting 
workshop for the Sculptors’ Association of Alberta 
Sat, Dec. 13 (9am-4pm); ice sculptors in action 
Dec. 12-21; ice sculpting for children in the Small 
Fry Chippers Pavilion: weekends; ice dance skating: 
weekday evenings and weekends; holiday entertain- 
ment: weekday evenings and weekends « Until jan 
4 (9am-9pm) * Free 


rental space 


Nice rental space for workshop on Whyte Ave 
$25Mmour. 432-0375 


real estate 


Ready to Buy a Home? Time to Sell you Home? 
Cail Linda Labrecque 483-4848 
Sutton Group-Challenge Realty 


help wanted 


Team Member- 
Part Time Required: 


Colorfast in Riverbend Square, 
Edmonton's finest photofinishing and 
portrait studio is currently seekin; 
Suigoing and aggressive individuals 
with a desire to learn and excel in a 
friendly environment 


We are currently hiring for the 
position of Team M Part Time. 


Applicants should have proven 
excellence in retail sales, with an 
unbelievable aptitude for ‘best in 
| class' customer service. They would 
also be willing to learn/already be 
proficient in otoshop, portraiture, 
and exclusive retail sales. In return for 
the best job you've ever done, we 
offer you the following: 
¢ Flexibility and on site training 
* Excellent commission packages 


Although hours are flexible, you will 
be required to work most weekends, 
holidays and some evenings. 


Please forward your resume in person 
or online to: 
on Gannon 


524 Riverbend Square, Edmonton 
780.430.8322 
cindy@riverbendcolorfast.com 


LATIN CHRISTMAS CHARITY BALL Velvet 
Lounge, 10041-170 St (433-8314/993-9799) « 
Dance to Latin Rhythms: Presented by Salsaddiction, 
Gitanas Dance Company * Sat, Dec. 20, free salsa 
dance lessons (8:30pm) ¢ $6 (adv) © Tickets avail- 
able by phone at 433-8314, 993-9799 © Proceeds 
to the Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation and 
the Alberta Cancer Foundation (Cross Cancer 
Institute) 

TREE OF MEMORIES Beechmount Cemetery, 
12420-104 St, and Edmonton Cemetery 
Mausoleum, 11820-107 Ave (496-6983) « 
Remembering lost loved ones at Christmas * Until 
Jan. 9 


AOKE 


AVENUE PIZZA 2519-112 St (432-0536) * Every 
Thu (9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) « 
Wed-Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 

BILLY BOB’S SPORTS BAR Continental inn, 16625 
Stony Plain Rd (484-7755) * Every Thu ‘9pm): 
Musica Thursdays: Music trivia with Escapade 
Entertainment * Every Fri/Sat (9:30prn): Karaoke 
with Escapade Entertainment 

BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434 
Every Fri/Sat (10pm) 

BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) * Even 
Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 

CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 152 Ave (414- 
1111) © Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 

CLIFF CLAYVIN’S 9710-105 St (424-1614) © Every 
Fri (10pm) 

DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) « Every 
Fri/Sat (9:30pm): with Dee Dee 

DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave (474-5554) © Every 
Wed/Sun 

FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) * Every 
Thu-Sat (9pm): with Woody 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) « Every 
Tue/Wed; with Dj Gord 


HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Miliwoods 
(462-0468) « Every Fri/Sat (9:30-1am) 
INGLEWOOD PUB 1 2402-118 Ave (451-1390) * 
Every Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 

JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) « Every 
Sat (9pm) 


KELLY’S 11540 jasper Ave (451-8825) * Every 
Sun/Wed (9pm) 


Every 


124) « 


L.B.’S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) ¢ Every 
Tue/Thu (9pm) 


LEGENDS 6104-172 St (481-2786) * Every Wed 
(Spm) 

MARK’S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406-5152) « 
Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Shawn the Bomb 
MICHAEL'S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) © Every 
Mon: with Jammin’ jamie 

ORLANDO'S f 15163-121 St (457-1195) * Every 
Sun (9pm)/Wed (10pm > 
ORLANDO'S if 13509-127 St (451-7799) « Every 
Wed/Thu (9pm) 

OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr 
(454-0667) © Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Big Time 
Entertainment 
ROSARIO’S PUB | 
Daily (9pm. 
ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 St (482-5152) « 
Every Wed/Sat (9pm) 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 1()315-124 St (482- 
1600) ¢ Daily (9:30pm) 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 10341-82 Ave (433-9676) 
Every Sun (9pm): with Scott 

SILVER BULLET 4704-97 St (437-6203) * Every 
Wed (8pm) 

STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 st (465-5478) * Every 
Wed/Fri (9pm) 

TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) © Every Fri/Sat 
9pm 


1715-108 Ave (447-4727) « 


WOODY’S 11725 Jasper Ave, upstairs (488-6636) * 
Every Sun/Tue (7pm-midnight): with Terrance; every 
Mon/Wed (7pm-midnight): with Annie 
YESTERDAY'S 112, 205 Carnegie Dr (459-0259) 
Every Tue (9pm) 


“AUDIO ENGINEERING & PRODUCTION: 
“FILM & MUSIC BUSINESS- 


* Analog-Digital Recording 
* Pro Tools - Logic 

* Sequencing - Sampling 

¢ Marketing & Promotion 


‘Thousands in Scholarships 
Available Now! 


Up to 100% Financing 
for Qualified Applicants 


‘Student Loans, 
Grants, HRDC and El 


Vancouver, BC 


Film Production 
* Industry Contracts 


* Artist Management 
* Indie Labels/PR 


_ for more 
information 


604.873.4853 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Jealous guy 


Dear Andrea: 

My wife recently went on a girls’ night 
aut with friends. She was gone until 
about 2 a.m. | wasn’t too worried, but 
when | hadn’t heard from her | tried call- 
ing and was startled by a male voice and 
laughter. Then the line went dead and | 
couldn’t call back. 

She returned sauced to the gills and 
fell asleep immediately. Later, we talked 
and she started to cry. They had all gone 
to a male strip club and she went out in 
the parking lot with one of the dancers 
and “played around.” “Played around?” 
asked |, sounding much too squeaky. She 
admitted that she had given hima 
blowjob but nothing else. 

| felt shocked, jealous, intrigued and 

Yurned-on. She has since been very 
attentive and apologetic. | kind of feel 
like she is “mercy-fucking” me but I’m 
not complaining. In fact, it seems to have 
had a positive effect. So far | don’t feel 
like | am suppressing anger that will sur- 
face later except some jealousy over let- 
ting him climax in her mouth. We have 
never done that (not that | necessarily 
encourage it). It seems like such an inti- 
mate thing to do with a stranger and not 
with your regular partner. 

| didn’t really have a question when | 
began typing this but maybe you can 
think of one for me. 

Love, White Swallow 


@ear Swallow: 

| have to think of a question to ask 
myself? Isn’t that your job? It’s okay, 
though; | can think of several, but 
don’t get mad at me if | put words in 
your mouth. At least it’s better than 
putting things in your wife’s mouth, 
though, right? 

It seems to me that underneath all 
the details about what your wife has 
done or not done since her night out is 
one of those “Am | normal?” questions 
that have a way of popping up around 
here. Are you normal for not being 
particularly jealous that your wife went 
down on a Chippendale? And what 
aout the being-a-little-turned-on 
part? Is that normal? 

Yes and yes. While many people see 
jealousy as a yardstick for measuring 
affection (“If you really loved her you’d 
punched that Chippendale right 
in his Man-Tanned kisser”), it ain’t nec- 


nave 


WUEVVEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES: 


2} contest winners must be at feast 18 years 
of 


ago. 
3) prizes must be accepted "as is". 


essarily so. Most mammals are pretty 
territorial, it’s true, but some humans 
just seem to be missing the “mine, all 
mine!” gene and are perfectly able to 
love, and love well. Some but not all. of 
these people are also liable to be 
turned on by the idea of their beloved 
doing something-or-other with some- 
body else. Even more common is a 


volatile mixture of jealousy and turn-on, | 


which can be extremely hot for folks 
right up to the point where it all blows 
up. Then it’s just messy. 

! would have to agree with you that 
letting someone come in your mouth is 


acts go. Of course, there are legions of 
people who do exactly that on a regu- 
lar basis with complete strangers with 
nary a word exchanged, let alone a 
name or a handshake. They’re all guys, 


though. For a married woman to do it | 


in a,parking lot with a dancing boy 
while never affording her husband the 
same privilege would seem to mean 
something—\'m just not sure what. You 
did mention that you’d “never encour- 
aged it,” though. Why the hell not? I’m 
willing to bet that Dancing Boy did, 
which might go a long way toward 
explaining why he got it and you don’t. 
Love, Andrea 


Shaken by a 
Polaroid picture 


Dear Andrea: 

I found some explicit sex pictures of my 
boyfriend and a woman he cheated with 
a year ago. | am sick to my stomach. 


This seems worse than the actual cheat- | 


ing. | don’t know if | can get over this. 
Am | overreacting? 
Love, Freaked Out 


Dear Freak: 
Probably, but | always think people are 
overreacting. It just never seems to 
help, you know? 

| find myself hoping that there’s a 
newspaper visible in those pictures or 
some other way of dating them. If you 
know for sure that the pictures, like the 
cheating itself, are a good year old, then 


it’s pretty obvious what to do next. You | 


tell him you found them, you express a 
certain amount of disgust that he held 
onto the icky things this long, you let 
him make an abject apology and you let 


it go unless or until you have reason to | 


believe that he’s still cheating. 
On the other hand, if you have a 
“no cheating or else” sort of relation- 


ship and he is still cheating, you wad | 


up the pictures, insert them forcefully 
in whichever of his orifices is handy 
and you leave. 

Love, Andrea © 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 


San Francisco. You can e-mail hera | 


question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. 
Try us for free! (780) 413-7144 
Enter code 2310 


Professional domination, Doras spanking 
slave sissy training and more ... Mistress Kitten 
or Lord British 966-1961 www.bdsmvoyeur.com 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

Make $799 US per month with a spy cam. 
in your bedroom, Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls. 

Call Jamie for more info. 
1-600-474-8401 


CLASSIFIEDS = 


Continued from previous page 


Southgate, 2 bdrm. H-Rise 
partially turn’d to share. $425/mon + 1/2 utils. 
$550 DD. Avail. now. 424-0478. 


EGR STUDIOS 
Design and sew interior decorations, 
plus dressmaking and alterations. 909-0415 


Fas 


definitely on the intimate side, as sexual | 


Spanish Immersion in Mexico 
1-4 wks nr Pto Vallarta, Accom, Meals fr $450/wk 
| 1-800-884-5669 www.talkadventures.com 


Instant Cash 


For trucks, cars, and RVs. 1990-2003 
Call now for a free estimate 443-0966 


iTate Co Wameveh ict alale (sy 
| 


DONNA Fairweather Designs. Window 
treatments, blinds, upholstery. All areas of 
home decor. 987-4359 


Strings & Winds 
Great Rental & Purchase Plans 
Violins, Violas, Cellos, Basses 


Guitars & Wind Instruments 
Lesson Referrals 


988 - 2352 
14213 Stony Plain Rd. Edmonton TSN 3R4 


www. bella-music.com 


toe MUSIC LESSONS xx 


PRIVATE LESSONS OFFERED * 


BY QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS “s 
TO STUDENTS OFANYAGE 


AND MUSICALABILITY ON 
MOST INSTRUMENTS & VOICE » 
KK IK IATA IAA AIO 


zofl Amiersa 
oeSa/0 on NOW. 
433-0138 


edinnerdate.com 
intriguing singles... Doone food... Cozy 
‘roup sett oe 
Log on oy register fe oee today! 


IS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
A.A. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


SUPPORT YOUR 


LOCAL FOOD BANK 


vehicles wanted 


music instruction 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
466-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 


, percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, 
quality music instruction since 1981, 


artist to artist 


FREE e FREE *FREE* FREE FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
words FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads 
of more than 20 words will be subject to regular 
price or cruel editing. Free ads run for four 
weeks depending on available space. For more 
info please phone Glenys at 426-1996/ax 426- 
2889/e-m office@vue.ab.ca or drop it off at 
10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication 


artist to artist 


ors' Association of Alberta next meeting, 
Jan. 14 (7:30pm) at the Kinsmen Club House 
(Located by the Kinsmen Rec Centre, next to the 
Tennis Courts) www.saa.ca or ph 432-1862 


Youth Art Competition—2004 Alberta Summer 
Games: Art competition epeoruantt for ages 12- 
17. Exhibit your art work at the 2004 Alberta 
Summer Games, Application and more informa- 
tion call (403) 9383204 or tward@okotoks.ca 
Entry deadline February 2004 


Ever Heard “Silence in Stereo”? Now it can be 
seen too. Only at the “Red Strap” Art Market 
97th and 103rd Ave. Look for the Strangely 
Artistic. \1am-6pm Tue-Sun. 


Red Strap invites all local artists and artisans to 
attend our free opening party. Live jazz, cock- 
tails, Dee. 18, 5-1 1pm, 10305-97 St, 497-2211. 


Learn to voice cartoons, commercials, writin: 
conaeeiog and more. Various workshops available 
www sharkbytes-studios.com/workshops.htm for 
dates and courses available call Debbie 944-1686. 


Lifedrawing at Red Strap Art Market, 10305-97 St, 
497-2211. Every Sunday (1-5pm). 


artist to artist 
Looking for artists/bands to share lary: 


space with in 
Central Edmonton ph Brent at 918-2 64 


ICE ON WHYTE FESTIVAL 2003 
Mcintyre Park (83 Ave, 104 St, Dec. 12 
_ Sun (Yam-9pm) * Sing, dance * 20 mins ; 
formance * No sound system is prodded el 
available with a single outlet * B 8 Sox op) 
open stage ph Karen or Wanda, 439-91 66, « 
events@oldstrathcona.ca 


ACTORS NEEDED: Local independent -; 
thriller feature film seeking actors for su; 
roles. Roles vary, crowd/action scenes 
days, Contact Ken @ 428-5657 tor mor 


nf 


Join the International Marketplace. Lov), 
ethnic foods, crafts, products. Come to ou; } 
info sessions Tuesday evenings 6pm, Jan. 
at Mennonite Centre, 10010-107A Ave. 
at 423-9683 or 
e-m alam@emcn,ab.ca 


MUSIC & FILM FESTIVAL AND INDUs |i 
CONFERENCE Toronto, Ontario - June \1.J 
2004 CALL FOR ARTIST SUBMISSIONs 
Download the application form on-line 4 
North by Northeast home page www.nx 
Or Contact: NXNE Headquarters ~ 189 
St, Lower Level, Toronto, Ontario, Can 
MS5B 1Y7 Phone (416) 863-NXNE (656 
(416) 863-0828, email: info@nxne.com 


musicians 


Male vocalist wanted for local rock ba 
18-26 with wide vocal range. Call Dave 4 
6097 or Eric 886-3162 


Christian musicians and vocalists wanted 
for weekly gospel coffee hous 


Friendly atmosphere. 447-435 


Looking for artists/bands to share larg: 
space located in Central Edmonton ph Breq 
918-2064 


Looking for bongo drummer for Roxet': 
Sass Jordan cavers. Ph Nancy 475-66 


EM-City Records Artist Develop 
Department seeking songwriters. 
enquiries only 416-4635/41 6-4 


Seeking all Musicians! Online Mus 
Classitieds! www. TalentintheRaw.co 


+each English Oversea, 


eee TESOL Certified 5 days In-cl 
Or Online Or By Correspondence. 
: * All ages * No Experience * No Degree 


FREE info Pack: 


1-888-270-2941 
ge FREE Info Seminar: 


uesdays @7 Pm, 10762-82 ave. 
Upcoming Classes: 


Dec. 10-1 42003), Jan.14-18;2004) 


FREE JOB SEARCH ASSISTANCE 
Unemployed and Have a Disability? 


uu are over 18 


WECAN HELP YOU FIND A JOB! 


New Program 


for EI recipients! 
Solutions for Work and Career Trends} 


428-7989 


TTY: 428-3376 


lot oi aw iolagl-lolal—) 
New Right Now! 


F18D PRITNOSHIF KR ROMANCE 
Kerns onrea cs 
ormcctions 
44-TALKS 448-2557 
chargers rrvery ory 


Meat be Tie Long discarnce 


Travel the World 
Earn Great Mone 
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7pm-9pm daily 
Edmonton's busiest live chat! 


780-669-2323 


access code: 6496 


| ALL-MALE LIVE CONNECTIONS 


Talking Classifieds * Uncensored Erotic Stories 


Pcruisetines 75 min Instant Membership: 1-900-677-4444 sasicau 
Simply text’ “FLIRT” to DATING (328464) 


www.cruiseline.ca new! txt £lirting! and start flirting like never before! For 


Enter FREE trial code 2315 more info, visit www.questconnects.com. 


Bill a membership to your phone! 
Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 minutes for $24.95! 


Gra veVine 


ERSONALS 


20,000 CALLERS DAILY! 


right GCYOSS Women Always FREE: 
418-3636 


UL FREE 2 Hour Trial for MEN: 
418-4646 


The Sane’ Club Inc. does not prescreen callers. Free local Edmonton call. Must be 18+, 
Fun and confidential. Limit one free fal account per home phone number. 
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-your, last minute gift;guide! 


NICMELMACK 


F: 
a 


- 


Downtown Edmonton: 10232 106th Street 424-5000 
5 <n in 3110 Calgary Trail South 433-6400 * Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenu 
£ oriiain: ae em on mae areas” Rewre neeio me : ‘ ; , 
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